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New Bike Lanes on Cambridge 
Street Spur Mixed Reactions

By
Shuvom Sadhuka

Contributing Writer

Last fall, bicyclists all over 
Cambridge began expressing their 
concerns over bike safety after an 
accident near Porter Square left a 
cyclist fatally injured. In response 
to both the increased bicycle traffic 
and the lack of bicycle friendly roads 
around Cambridge, the City Council 
voted to establish separate bicycle 
lanes on many of Cambridge’s ma-
jor throughways—Mass Ave., Cam-
bridge St., and 
Brattle St., to 
name a few. 
The resolution 
came on the 
heels of an-
other bicyclist protection measure 
implemented earlier in the year to 
reduce the speed limit on all city-
owned streets to 25 miles per hour.

The city began implementing 
the lanes earlier in the summer, with 
new lanes being created on Brattle 

Street and Cambridge Street. A full 
plan is expected by October, with 
all the lanes possibly being finished 
by next spring.

The decision was met with 
mixed reactions, with some stores 
complaining that the lanes will de-
crease peak hour business. How-
ever, many of CRLS’ 200+ daily 
bikers celebrated the changes and 
articulated their newfound confi-
dence in road safety.

“It’s a good change; my morn-
ing ride definitely feels safer, as 
I don’t have to be worrying about 

looking over 
my shoulder 
for oncoming 
traffic,” said 
senior Jeremy 
Klein. “Biking 

to school should be encouraged, 
and this step certainly does that.”

Junior Max Katz-Christy con-
curred, noting that he “thought it 
was a good move, although a bit too 

“It’s a good change; my 
morning ride definitely 

feels safer.”

By
Cecilia Barron

Managing Editor

Blackout: A Fall Tradition
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CRLS Hopes to Promote 
Equity, “Levels Up” English 9 

By
Sun-Jung Yum

Managing Editor

Starting this semester, 
all CRLS ninth grade Eng-
lish classes will be taught 
at the Honors (HN) level. 
The CRLS administration 
is implementing this “level 
up” initiative in an effort to 
eliminate the achievement 
gap—the common disparity 
in educational performance 
between students of differ-
ent socioeconomic status.

In the past, ninth grad-
ers would take either Col-
lege Preparatory (CP) or 
HN English, but now all 
freshmen will experience 
the same HN English cur-
riculum. 

“All ninth graders are 
going to be participating 
in the same assessments 

so that we can ensure that 
it’s still a rigorous HN cur-
riculum,” explained Dean 
of ELA Curriculum and 
Program Jennifer Hamilton. 
Four grade-wide assess-
ments throughout the year 
will be used to ensure that 
all students are reaching 
Massachusetts ELA bench-
marks. 

Why “Level Up”
Addressing the achievement 
gap and attaining equity is 
not a new goal for the CRLS 
community. Dean Hamil-
ton, as well as other English 
teachers, referred to regular 
trends in the makeup of HN 
and CP classes; HN class-
es have consistently been 
made up of mostly upper-
middle class students, while 

The annual football home 
opener, better known as Blackout, 
took place the second Friday of Sep-
tember. CRLS 
students of 
all grades 
watched a 
n a i l - b i t e r 
game that left 
Rindge de-
feated in the 
last few sec-
onds. 

Though 
the game 
started off 
roughly for 
the Falcons, 
they were able 
to get within two points of the lead 
by half-time. By the third quarter, 
they were within one point of tak-
ing the lead, and scored within the 

first minute of the fourth quarter. 
Halfway through the fourth, Rindge 
scored another touchdown, reach-
ing a total lead of seven points: 53-
46.

The last three minutes were 
practically a tug-of-war between 

C a m b r i d g e 
and Lowell, 
with timeouts 
thrown in that 
tired the audi-
ence, who had 
been stand-
ing through-
out the entire 
game on the 
bleachers due 
to rain. 

With a 
minute-and-a-
half left in the 
fourth quar-

ter, Lowell was down by two. The 
crowd—which had dwindled from 

Pictured: Seniors pose in the stands at Blackout.
Photo Credit: Marilyn Attles

Falcons Lose by One Point in Home Opener

Continued on page 5
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Each year, new classes arrive at CRLS. This 
year, for the first time ever, a yoga and stress 
management class is being offered for students 
to take for Physical Education credit. This class 
claims to help students in grades ten to twelve 
create self-awareness and a positive self image, 
practice mindfulness, and to de-stress.  In addi-
tion to having three blocks offered during the 
school day, the class can also be taken before 
school at 7 AM two days a week.  

Ms. Manning, who is the only teacher that 
teaches the course, became a certified yoga in-
structor this summer. The class is growing in 
popularity—already 55 students are enrolled.  
Ms. Manning is excited, saying, “More and 
more students seem to be interested in tak-
ing the course.” She hopes that the yoga and 
stress management class “creates an environ-
ment for students to have a safe place to self-
study and practice discipline.”

Senior Sonam Choedon, who takes the class 
before school, believes Ms. Manning has already 
achieved her goal. Choedon reflects on her expe-
rience in the class so far, saying, “Ms. Manning 
creates a very warm and welcoming atmosphere 
while instructing us through different yoga po-

sitions and how they benefit us.” Choedon be-
lieves that yoga helps her to de-stress and feel 
more prepared, explaining that she feels “ready 
for the day” after doing the morning class.  Ms. 
Manning continues, saying she “saw the instant 
impact [the class] had on the students … they 
were asking for more.”

Rindge also has a yoga club, advised by 
dance teacher Ms. Divelbliss, that meets on most 
Wednesday mornings from 7:15 to 7:55. The 
yoga club is affiliated with the Modern Dance 
Company and therefore is not listed separately 
with the other official school clubs. However, 
students that are not part of MDC are still en-
couraged to join the club. “It is a community out-
reach of CRLS MDC,” Ms. Divelbliss explains. 
The club is free and open to CRLS students of all 

ages. Unlike the class, however, the club is not 
new to Rindge and has been meeting since 2013. 
After completing training to become a teacher, 
Ms. Divelbliss was inspired to start the club as a 
way “to share what my teachers had given me.”  
She added, “My favorite thing about teaching 
yoga is seeing students leave with a smile—with 
a bit less stress, and more positive energy.” 

However, the early time that the club meets 
is one of the biggest obstacles for commitment. 
“Waking up early can be hard, but it makes my 
day much more manageable and I feel super re-
freshed and productive,” senior Sydney White 
commented. White thinks that doing yoga in 
the morning makes Wednesdays “so much more 
doable.” Senior Sophie Pelletier, who leads the 
club with White, agrees that yoga reduces stress. 
She said, “On Wednesday I’m much calmer and 
more refreshed going into first period.” 

Students experience great amounts of stress 
due to academic and social pressures, which is 
why many schools are now offering yoga and 
meditation classes. When ignored, stress can 
take an immense toll on the body and mind, 
causing anxiety, depression, fatigue, and a va-

riety of other health concerns, according to 
Mayo Clinic. 

According to the New York Times, peo-
ple who practiced meditation for only three 
days reported that they “felt refreshed” and 
felt better compared to when they were “ex-

periencing considerable stress.” Brain scans for 
those who practiced formal mindfulness medita-
tion showed significant changes such as “more 
activity ... among the portions of their brains that 
process stress-related reactions.” 

Ms. Divelbliss concluded, saying that yoga 
and meditation “can help a person shift out of a 
bad mood, and provide a place to recuperate.”

Yoga Club, New Yoga Class Help Studens De-stress
By 

Honor O’Shaughnessey
Contributing Writer

CRLS Adds Play Creation Class

The CRLS community 
can look forward to an orig-
inal play written, produced, 
and performed by the stu-
dents of HN Play Creation. 
This newly offered class is 
taught in the fall semester 
by Mr. Cramp.In addition 
to performing at school, the 
students will compete in a 
series of high school drama 
festivals that attract high 
school teams from all over 
the state. CRLS has partici-
pated in these festivals be-
fore, but without the benefit 
of a regular class. They 
performed pre-existing 
plays and practiced after 
school. 

Play Creation re-
quires greater com-
mitment than other drama 
classes. Mr. Cramp is plan-
ning for the students to cre-
ate a 40-minute play en-
tirely from scratch. In order 
to have a finished product 
by the end of the course, 
students will spend extra 
time after school to work 
on the play, especially dur-
ing winter as the play gets 
closer to completion. “It’s 
a significant after school 
experience,” remarked Mr. 
Cramp, “and not all kids can 
do that.”   

It takes a special stu-

By 
Ella Russell

Contributing Writer

dent to be admitted into 
Mr. Cramp’s class. Getting 
into the class is not solely 
based on experience or act-
ing prowess.  Mr. Cramp 
accepts students based on 
their energy, enthusiasm, 
and ability to work with 
others.   

“It definitely felt like 
an audition based on your 
willingness to imagine and 
… be honest rather than 
how good you are,” agreed 
Tamaryn Watzman ‘19. The 
auditions had two compo-
nents; one was to prepare 
a one minute monologue, 
and the other was group im-
provisation.  Cooper Kelley 

‘18,  a performer in drama 
festivals in the past, found 
this audition to be “differ-
ent than other auditions [he 
has] been in.”  According to 
Mr. Cramp, the class “really 
has to be an ego-less expe-
rience [and it is] something 
that asks a lot of you as a 
creative person.”

To help generate ideas 
for the final play, Mr. Cramp 
starts off the course with a 
broad theme to base the play 
around. Students engage in 
theater exercises and cre-
ate short theater pieces. One 

exercise had the students sit 
in a circle and pass around 
a scarf. Each person inter-
acted with the scarf as if it 
were anything but a scarf.  
For example, one student 
pretended the scarf was a 
cobra. 

Mr. Cramp encourages 
students to write down ideas 
and observations that they 
find interesting, whether in-
side or outside of the class, 
to possibly use as inspira-
tion for future stories. As 
the semester goes on, the 
best ideas will become con-
solidated into the final play.

The fall semester has 
just begun, but students 

are already praising 
the open, friendly at-
mosphere of the class.  
A main theme of the 
class is building mu-
tual trust and coop-

eration.  “We have a great 
group of people” said Lily 
Grob ’18. Mecha Sapuppo 
‘18 agreed, adding, “It’s so 
much fun so far. … [There 
is] a good vibe.”  That isn’t 
to say there there won’t be 
challenges, with seventeen 
people working closely to-
gether for several months. 

“I think it will be 
rough,” remarked Grob. 
“But I think this is a group 
of people that will keep it 
together. And in the end, ... 
we will create something re-
ally unique and true to us.”

Contributing Writers

Play Creation requires 
greater commitment than

other drama classes.
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An Interview with Principal Ryan Souliotis

Ryan Souliotis is the new principal of the 
High School Extension Program, located at 359 
Broadway. As the school year began, the Regis-
ter Forum talked to Mr. Souliotis about what’s 
in store for the Extension Program this year. 
The Extension Program currently serves 34 
students—mostly juniors and seniors—and Mr. 
Souliotis says the goal is to increase enrollment 
to 60 students by the end of the year.

Register Forum: First, can you tell us a little 
bit about yourself and your background in 
education?
Ryan Souliotis: I am from Salisbury, Massachu-
setts—I went to high school at Triton Regional 
High School. I was captain of the baseball and 
basketball teams, really enjoyed my education, 
went on to Bates College in Lewiston, Maine, 
majored in political science and minored in 
education, and right out 
of college, I went and 
taught right back at my 
alma mater, Triton Re-
gional High School. ... I 
taught history there and 
was the varsity boys bas-
ketball coach, and then I 
left there after four years—I just felt like it was 
time to move on, do something different than 
just stay in [my] hometown forever—so I went 
to Cristo Rey [in] Boston for a year, taught his-
tory, coached basketball there, and then went on 
to Lawrence High School for the past five years. 

I taught history there, I was the history de-
partment chair, and then I was the dean of cur-
riculum and instruction for the high school. So I 
worked with about 25 to 30 teachers and about 
125 students there last year, and I had a really 
great time but wanted a change—wanted a prin-
cipal role. What kind of brought me to Cam-
bridge Public Schools is just its reputation as one 
of the better school districts in terms of inno-
vation and resources, so when I saw the post-
ing for the High School Extension Program, I 
was really thrilled to have the opportunity to 
interview here. It’s a really small school with 
a ton of potential, so I thought it was a really 
good fit for me as a first time principal, and 
I’m excited to get started here this year and 
bring about positive change.

 
RF: For people who might not be familiar 
with it, what is the High School Extension 
Program?
RS: The High School Extension Program is 
an alternative program for students in [grades] 
nine through twelve who are struggling to fin-
ish high school—that’s how it’s currently listed 
as a program. So most of our students are not 
enjoying the larger setting of CRLS and want a 
smaller setting so that they can be more success-
ful with more close supervision of their academ-
ics and attendance. 

But we’re hoping to change kind of the defi-
nition of the High School Extension Program this 
year [to make it] more of an innovation school. 
So over the course of this year our students are 
working on re-imagining what the High School 
Extension Program is and how we can offer a 
true alternative to what’s being offered at Cam-
bridge Rindge and Latin School. So hopefully by 

By 
Grace Ramsdell
Editor-in-Chief

the end of 2017-2018 we’ll have a better sense of 
what the High School Extension Program is and 
also have a new name attached to it.

RF: What do you think your students would 
want people to know about the Extension Pro-
gram?
RS: I think what they want the greater commu-
nity to know is that there are some really positive 
things that are happening here—I think the Ex-
tension School has had a negative reputation as 
a place that students have been forced to. I think 
what they would want you to know is that this 
is their own personal choice to be here, and the 
school has some really positive attributes to it—
we have small class sizes, we’re going to proj-
ect-based learning this year. So if the traditional 
educational setting is not for you and you would 
like a more focused education where you’re do-
ing some more creative things in the classroom 
around project-based learning or career explora-
tion, this is the place to come to in Cambridge. 
I think we’re just trying to work on spreading 

the word about the good 
things that are happen-
ing here and the changes 
that we’re making to the 
school [that are] stu-
dent-led, which I don’t 
think a lot of people are 
aware of...that a lot of the 

change we’re making this year is student-driven, 
not faculty-driven, so they have a strong voice in 
that process.

RF: How would you describe the relationship 
between CRLS and the Extension Program? 
RS: So far, I mean I’ve only been working here 
for a few months, but all of the interactions that 
I’ve had with the leadership at CRLS have been 
extremely positive. I think we’re trying to build 
a collaborative relationship between the two 
programs, which I don’t think has been there in 
the past. So we’re trying to have open commu-
nication lines, we’re trying to make sure that our 

students at High School Extension are offered 
opportunities to go up to the main campus and 
participate in assemblies and sports and activi-
ties, and [we’re working on] letting them know 
that they have those opportunities. And as an 
administrative team, I think between here and 
CRLS we’re just trying to make sure that we’re 
setting up the students for success in place-
ment—if there are students up there who could 
benefit from coming down here, I think we’re 
working on streamlining that process so it’s not 
as difficult for students to come down here if 
they want to.

RF: Coming into your role this year, what is 
your impression of what the program’s big-

gest challenges and successes have been in re-
cent years?
RS: In terms of challenges, attendance is num-
ber one, with a big gold star. We need to have 
students coming into the building everyday, and 
coming into the building on time. That’s our big-
gest initiative right now in the building—making 
sure students get here everyday. So our first step 
is getting them to come in the door regardless of 
what time they come in the door, and then as that 
progresses—and we’re kind of getting there al-
ready—the next step would be getting them here 
on time everyday. Last year, the attendance at the 
Extension School was really low in the spring. 
We’ve got that up to 85% of students attending, 
as of today, which is a really great number for 
our students. So that would be the biggest chal-
lenge for us. In terms of successes, I think we get 
kids to the finish line. A lot of students are com-
ing down here with the number one goal of grad-
uation, that’s what they want to accomplish, and 
I think that the staff here has done an incredible 
job of getting students there and finding a per-
sonalized pathway for that...finding what works 
for each individual student. And our school is 

small enough that whoever comes down here, 
we’ll find a way to make it work for you—
we’ll find what works in the classroom, we’ll 
find what motivates you, and we’ll work with 
you and your family to get you to your goal, 
which is to finish high school.

RF: What are your goals for the program 
this year?
RS: Goals for this year...one, we want to get 
our average daily attendance to 85%, and hav-
ing students showing up everyday. We’re also 
implementing project-based authentic learn-
ing into the classrooms, and we’re piloting 

that this year with our Wednesday schedule. So 
we have students working in career-based path-
ways on projects that are going to be improving 
the school. We have students that are working 
on, for example, marketing and branding of the 
school—like what should the school name be, 
new school logo, creating hats, t-shirts, sweat-
shirts with the new school logo and colors on 
[them]—we have students that are working in 
communications, working in business manage-
ment, finance—we’re starting a school store. 
So those are our two biggest goals: making sure 
that students come through the door, and when 
they do come through the door, that they’re 
learning and engaged in a way that is going to 
keep them coming through the door. 

Mr. Souliotis worked at Lawrence High before this year.
Photo Courtesy of: Ryan Souliotis

“It’s a really small school with 
a ton of potential, so I thought it 
was a really good fit for me as a 

first time principal.”

A New Year of the High School Extension Program

The Extension Program is located at 359 Broadway.
Photo Credit: Grace Ramsdell
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Teacher Spotlight: History & Psych Teacher Mr. Dua

Mr. Kevin Dua is a new psychology and history 
teacher at Rindge this year. Dua won Massa-
chusetts Teacher of the Year and has just been 
nominated nationally. He previously worked at 
Somerville High School. Mr. Dua wants all stu-
dents to know, “I will adamantly reach out to all 
students here, even if it’s passing in the hallway 
with a ‘hi.’” This interview has been edited for 
clarity and length.

Register Forum: What made you decide on 
Rindge?
Kevin Dua: I have always admired the tenacity 
of CRLS, especially from its students. The lev-
el of sincerity, passion, and pride that has been 
highlighted has been highly impressive from an 
educator’s perspective. 

From what I’ve heard from stu-
dents here—who were the best re-
cruiters—it was almost as if I needed 
to be a part of this school, for them. 
And with nothing against my “sec-
ond home” of Somerville, students at CRLS 
expressed that there was an important role that 
I could play to connect with others on making 
this place better. It could be my teaching style, 
because I’m black, etc. I know that I like con-
necting with young adults so that they feel em-
powered, thus using their abilities to promote 
empathy [and to] challenge and hold us account-
able. I’m not saying that [my teaching style] 
doesn’t exist here, I just know that, personally, 

By 
Jahnavi Zondervan
Contributing Writer

it’s inspiring being around an atmosphere where 
that’s the norm. From afar, I’ve always been an 
admirer of the spirit of CRLS—from student-
driven activism to its diverse aura, this place has 
inspired a few of the goals I aimed for while I 
was at Somerville. So, in a way, I do owe this 
place a “thank you” for being inspirational in my 
career. I hope to do my part as a teacher to help 
students and teachers make this place exciting. 
And if it is already that to some folks, then I plan 
to make this place more exciting, both in and out 
of the classroom.

 
RF: How so?
KD: A few months from now, check in with me 
to share your thoughts on how extraordinary it 
was that CRLS actually participated, broke, and 
set its first-ever Guinness World Record before 
April vacation in 2018. 

RF:  I’m sure you read the article [published 
by Cambridge Day] about teachers of color at 
Rindge leaving the school. How did that make 
you feel going into the interview process, and 
how did that affect your decision to accept a 
job at Rindge?
KD: In many ways, it was disheartening. There’s 
truth in anyone expressing that there are various 
perspectives to a story; however, I could relate 
to a teacher of color that has experienced such 
micro-aggressions, frustrations, and racial ob-
stacles at least once within their career because 
of their skin color [or] ethnicity. It played a sig-
nificant role in affecting my decision to accept a 
job offer at Rindge, because I’m a believer that 
children are the main priority in any academic 

setting. 
The power that a diverse faculty can have 

on students is unquestionably valuable, and even 
if I am the only black and/or teacher of color in a 
building, if it can somehow help students’—and 
teachers’—education, then by all means. 

I’ve had multiple students thus far thank 
me for being here, eager to finally have a black 
teacher. I hope that, whenever the day is that I 
may leave here, no student will have that senti-

ment, due to the plethora of ethnically diverse 
representation that mirrors and supports the stu-
dent body. And I strongly believe this school is 
capable in making that a reality, sooner rather 
than later. It’s the optimist—and in part, real-
ist—in me, as an educator improving and show-
ing that their school is, and will continue to be, 
an environment to better everyone.

RF: Why did you decide to teach psychology?
KD: Because psychology—especially the way I 
teach history—[is] understanding different per-
spectives and the “why.” Psychology offers a 
great lens [for seeing] how we work. And once 
such knowledge is recognized, being able to ap-
ply it to better society is admirable. 
 
RF: What do you mean by that?
KD: It’s great if you learn the fundamentals of 
any theory. However, what are you going to 
do with it? Education, rooted in goodness and 
equality and equity, can make life better for all. 
You have to understand why people are the way 
they are in order to crack that. Psychology tied 
with history puts everything in context as best as 
possible. 

 
RF: Was there a specific moment when you 
were like, “Yes, psychology is my calling,” like 
a catalyst moment?
KD: When I taught history last year, I had a post-
er of Black Lives Matter in my room. One stu-
dent was very curious about it. “What are your 
thoughts about Black Lives Matter?” he asked. “I 
think all lives matter.” Many people in that class-
room presumed it would be a ‘the black teacher 

versus the white student’ moment. 
 And I said, “OK. So we see the 

phrase Black Lives Matter, but for 
some reason, we both see an imagi-
nary word after it.” He agreed with 
that. I said, “Why is it that the imagi-

nary word that I see is something inclusive? It’s 
like ‘too’ or ‘also.’ Yours is exclusive; it’s ‘only.’ 
Why is that?” and he was stumped. He explained 
that, perhaps, he was influenced by people around 
him. But the more I spoke, the more he realized: 
We believe the same. And I want to encourage 
support towards this. This made me realize that 
psychology can answer stereotypes, misconcep-
tions, and divisions that people believe [are] val-
id, when in actuality, [they’re] not. 

Photo Credit: Jahnavi Zondervan

“I know that I like connecting with young adults so 
that they feel empowered.”

WELCOME DAY 
2017

On September 15th, students decorated their homeroom doors and celebrated Welcome Day, a Rindge tradition welcoming freshmen to CRLS and the rest of Rindge back to school.
Photo Credit: Stella Engel-Werman
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CP classes often consist of minority 
and lower-income groups. 

“Bridging Educational Equity 
and Excellence,” a 2015 Cambridge 
Public Schools report that out-
lined plans to promote equity and 
achievement, stated, “Inequity is 
worsened when curriculum and in-
struction are delivered inconsistent-
ly across schools and vary across 
student subpopulations.” Leveled 
courses have been seen as a major 
cause of this issue. 

CRLS went through a simi-
lar “leveling up” process 18 years 
ago, when then-Principal Paula Ev-
ans eliminated levels for all ninth 
and tenth grade English, history, 
and science classes.This initiative 
was reversed a few years later for 
all classes except Physics, which 
is now a CP course with HN op-
tion. The system used for Phys-
ics is different from the one being 
implemented currently, however; in 
Physics, students can opt in or out 
of taking the class for HN credit, 
but with “leveling up,” everyone 
is expected to complete all assign-
ments at an HN level.

According to the 2017-2020 
Cambridge Public 
Schools District Plan, 
CPS hopes to “pro-
vide all students with 
access to challenging 
curriculum and tech-
nology, such as the 
Grade 9 Level Up and 
CRLS 1:1 programs.”

In the spring of 
2015, CPS developed 
the plan to “level 
up” both freshmen 
English and World 
History classes and 
push for more coor-
dinated English and 
World History curric-
ulums—a key compo-
nent of this plan being 
that English and his-
tory classes would be year long and  
alternate with each other on Black 
and Silver Days. Ideas were further 
developed by teachers and admin-
istrative staff after visiting other 
schools, including Evanston Town-
ship High School in Illinois, and 
observing their methods for “level-
ing up.” 

The initiative, which was orig-
inally planned to begin in the fall 
of 2016, was delayed and split into 
two phases by Superintendent Sa-
lim when he joined CPSD in July 
2016. English 9 “leveled up” this 
year, and World History is slated to 
“level up” in the 2018-2019 school 
year. 

Since World History has not 
“leveled up” yet, this year’s ninth 
grade students will alternate be-
tween English class and Physical 
Education, a course that had al-
ready alternated on Black and Sil-

ver Days. 

Students and Faculty Respond
to Changes

The main goal behind restructuring 
English 9 is to address and decrease 
the effects of the achievement gap 
while strengthening the CRLS com-
munity. “Now that [English] is actu-
ally one class, it will promote com-
munity, integration, and inclusion,” 
said freshman Ishan Grewal, de-
scribing the effect of offering only 
one level of ninth grade English. 

“It’s nice, when I walk into a 
classroom, ... not [to] be slapped in 
the face that ‘this is an HN class,’ 
‘this is a CP class,’” commented 
Dean Hamilton.

English teacher Mr. M-G 
added, “I think any experience that 
you have with someone that you’re 
not familiar with, or [with] a type 
of person, or a characteristic, or a 
different culture, or different back-
ground, is a learning experience for 
the teachers and for the rest of the 
students.” 

The English Department is 
also hoping that the “leveling up” 
initiative will give equal opportu-
nities to all students, regardless of 
their learning abilities. “The re-
search that they did specific to the 

opportunity gap was really what 
they were trying to address with 
this class [English 9], where we are 
providing enough opportunity for 
every student coming through the 
door,” said Mr. M-G.

Though the “leveling up” 
initiative has been applauded by 
many, some express 
concern  that students 
originally planning 
to take CP English 9 
may not be prepared 
for HN level work. 
“I think it’s helpful that all students 
are put into the same class no matter 
their background,” began freshman 
Nora Iammarino, “but [that] doesn’t 
change the fact that people need 
help reading and writing regardless 
of their background.”

One of the ways that the CRLS 
faculty is currently attempting to 
address these concerns is by incor-

porating a special education teacher 
into every English classroom. Ac-
cording to English 9 teacher Ms. 
Hogue, “The school has invested a 
ton of money to make sure that ev-
ery student is getting all the support 
they need by putting two teachers in 
every class.” 

A ninth grade ELA seminar 
has also been introduced to help 
students adjust to the change. Stu-
dents were placed into this class 
based on eighth grade teacher rec-
ommendations, test scores, grades, 

and Scholastic Read-
ing Inventory scores. 
“The goal of [the 
seminar] is to build 
the skills that [strug-
gling] students need 
so that they choose to 
take and be successful 
in HN classes moving 
forward [after English 
9],” explained Dean 
Hamilton. These 
seminars occur on the 
days when English 
classes do not meet, 
in place of P.E., which 
takes the spot of a se-
mester-long class. 

This shift may 
be a challenge, but it 
will especially help 

students who may have considered 
“leveling up” to HN on their own. 
Senior Jon Fitzgerald is a student 
who transitioned from CP to HN 
before the “level up” initiative. Ac-
cording to Fitzgerald, switching 
mindsets was one of the hardest 
aspects of making the shift alone. 

“The workload increased along 
with the pace, making units that 
would have been spread out in CP 
condensed into what could be a 
week [in HN],” he explained. 

With the “level up” initiative 
and the support that comes with 
it, however, these difficulties may 
drastically subside for today’s ninth 
graders. “This [initiative] is totally 

“We need to do the hard work of changing the 
very structure of the system as well as many 

ingrained habits and attitudes to reach our goal.”

something that I wish I had in my 
freshman year, and I’m glad they’re 
instituting it,” said Fitzgerald.

What to Know about English 9 
This Year

This year’s change in scheduling 
requires both teachers and students 
to adjust regular patterns of orga-
nization and behavior. “It’s hard as 
a teacher to remember each group 
and what you did with them. It’s 
hard for students to remember their 
homework,” said Ms. Hogue. “But 
we’re trying to help create continu-
ity for the students so that they can 
make a connection between what 
we did one day and what we did a 
few days before,” she continued.

This year, the “leveling up” 
process has only been put into place 
for English 9, with the hope that 
more students will choose HN lev-
el courses when they choose their 
classes for next year and beyond. 

Though there is a great pos-
sibility that students will feel more 
capable to “level up” in the future, 
some worry that there is also a 
risk that the challenges of the new 
English 9 will discourage them. “I 
think some people will take more 
CP classes, depending on how 
challenged they feel by the cur-
rent HN situation,” said freshman 
Peter Leiker. In hopes to prevent 
this from happening, the English 
Department is committed to aiding 
both students and teachers with the 
transition in order to support the 
needs of all students.

“There will be some challeng-
es, but I think it’s worth it. I think 

it’s worth us figur-
ing them out as they 
come up,” said Ms. 
Hogue. “The goal of 
‘level up’ is true eq-
uity—which means 

excellent educational experiences 
and outcomes for everyone. If ex-
cellence is only for some, that is 
elitism. Equity has long been a goal 
of the Cambridge Public Schools, 
but it continues to elude us. We 
need to do the hard work of chang-
ing the very structure of the system 
as well as many ingrained habits 
and attitudes to reach our goal.”

“There will be some challenges, but I think [leveling up is] worth it,” said 
English 9 teacher Ms. Hogue (pictured).

Photo Credit: Sun-Jung Yum 

Pictured: English 9 teacher Mr. Kreuser talks to a student in a “leveled up” class.
Photo Credit: Jackson Hardin

“Level Up”
Continued from page 1
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By 
Grace Ramsdell
Editor-in-Chief

I am excited to wel-
come you to the 126th year 
of the CRLS Register Fo-
rum! Although I joined the 
RF three years ago as a fresh-
man, it took a while for me 
to realize what an incredibly 
rich history this newspaper 
has. Learning about that his-
tory changed my outlook on 
the pa-
per. It 
m a d e 
me re-
a l i z e 
t h a t 
t h e 
Regis-
ter Forum’s legacy should 
serve as a continual cause 
for celebration—but that it 
should also always inspire 
us to pursue innovation.

Because we have been 
a newspaper for so long, it is 
easy to keep doing things a 
certain way just because that 
is what we are familiar with. 
But believing in the impor-
tance of journalism means 

always seeking to improve 
our work, including how we 
make that work more acces-
sible by using the best tools 
available. 

Taking the Register 
Forum online this year will 
be an important next step in 
the evolution of the paper. 
I say this considering a re-
sponsibility both to our con-
tributors and to the broader 
community. We should not 
limit our student journal-

ists to 
r epor t -
ing on a 
monthly 
c y c l e . 
M o s t 
news is 
not re-

ported at such an interval. 
We should not limit our 
readership to those who 
happen to get to school at 
the right time to pick up a 
print copy on our distribu-
tion day. To do our job of 
facilitating communication 
in the community, we need 
to share our work with the 
whole community. A Regis-
ter Forum website will help 

us serve our community 
better and push us to grow 
as a modern newspaper. 

Believing in the impor-
tance of student journalism 
means acknowledging the 
unique role that the student 
press can play in fostering 

media literacy from an early 
age. There are many ways 

to be involved in the Reg-
ister Forum. But no mat-
ter what—whether you’re 
a writer or a photographer, 
a layout designer or a co-
py-editor—contributing to 
the Register Forum should 
never be a solitary act. Be-

ing a part of the newspaper, 
or even just reading it—if 

Welcome to the 126th Year of the Register Forum

we’re doing our job well—
should make you feel more 
connected to this commu-
nity. 

I know that the Regis-
ter Forum has done that for 
me, and I look forward to 
continuing and improving 

upon our legacy of commu-
nication this year.

Pictured: Editor-in-Chief Grace Ramsdell leading the first NewsStorm of the 2017-2018 school year.
Photo Credit: Steven Matteo

Tackling the 2017-2018 School Year: Student Government
By 

Sophie Harrington
Contributing Writer

Pictured: Student Body President Sophie Harrington addresses Student Government.
Photo Credit: Grace Ramsdell 

Dear CRLS, 
Welcome back to school! I 

can’t believe we’ve finished the first 
month of the year and are already 
in October. I know that I am ner-
vous and excited for what this year 
will hold, and I’m sure many of the 
other seniors are too. For those of 
you who are new to CRLS—wheth-
er you’re starting your freshman 
year or moving here from a differ-
ent school—I want to welcome you 
personally. There is a wealth of op-
portunities this school can bring to 
you if you go out and search for 
them. 

I have been a part of the Stu-
dent Government Association 
(SGA) since freshman year, but 
this year I am looking forward to 
holding new responsibilities and 
changing up how things are run. 
SGA, to me, is about finding ways 
that students can ameliorate life for 
other students 
at CRLS. This 
does not mean 
only talking 
about big issues 
like the opportunity gap, but rather 
reviewing and revising all of the 
sub-issues that create inequality at 

our school. Finally, I recognize that 
some students may be unsatisfied 
with the annual events that SGA 
hosts, so this year, I would like to 
incorporate new events that reflect 
the student body’s interests as well 
as ones that are financially welcom-
ing to all students. 

So far this year in Student Gov-
ernment we 
have start-
ed strong 
by hosting 
We l c o m e 

Day, starting a fundraiser for the 
victims of recent hurricanes, and fin-
ishing up the month with Club Day. 

One of our goals this year is to be 
more efficient with planning events 
so that our central focus in meet-
ings can be 
activism is-
sues. This 
year there 
will be an 
X - B l o c k 
held on a 
Thursday every month, and mem-
bers of Student Government have 
started to draft ideas for what top-
ics we should be discussing in our 
homerooms.

Already we have started to 
partner with different organizations 

We still have a lot of time to make 
significant, positive changes in the 

community.

Editor-in-Chief on Appreciating the RF’s History, Moving Forward

at CRLS to address several impor-
tant topics. We are also discussing 
ways we can be more transparent as 
an organization. We have decided 
that we will be posting weekly up-
dates on our Facebook page (which 
everyone should go “like”). Hope-
fully, we will add a Student Gov-
ernment section to the “Did You 
Know?” school newsletter email. 

Although the school year will 
go by quickly, we still have a lot of 
time to make significant, positive 
changes in the community if we so 
wish. I implore you to be curious, 
to stand up for your education, and 
to be an active member of the com-
munity.

Additionally, please hold us, 
the Student Government, account-
able. We were elected to represent 
and serve you, and I hope that this 
year you will feel that the Student 

G o v e r n -
ment is tru-
ly a place 
where you 
can share 
your ideas. 
I highly en-

courage you to come to our meet-
ings on Monday mornings at 7:15 
AM in Room 1606! 

Best, 
Student Body President 

Sophie Harrington

 Please hold us, the Student 
Government, accountable.

No matter what—whether you’re a writer or a photographer, a 
layout designer or a copy-editor—contributing to the Register 

Forum should never be a solitary act.

Taking the Register Forum 
online this year will be an 
important next step in the 

evolution of the paper. 
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By 
Youssef Zerbouaa

Contributing Writer

August 12th, 1861 marks the 
first day of one of the most signifi-
cant battle of the Civil War.

Events  on August 12th, 2017, 
confirmed that  ideas from a war 
fought over the binding of human 
lives still impact the American ex-
perience. On the streets of Charlot-
tesville, Virginia, flags were car-
ried, held in the hands of protesters 
like  knives, reopening old wounds 
of a legacy many hoped to forget. 
The Charlottesville riot was no dif-
ferent from the Civil War; many of 
the people carried the same inten-
tions under a different name.

In 2017, white nationalists 
cite  “free 
s p e e c h ” 
as their 
call to 
arms. In 
1861, they 
cited the 
preserva-
tion of an 
i n s t i t u -
tion that 
s t r i p p e d 
thousands 
of their 
basic hu-
man dig-
nity. The 
Char lo t -
t e s v i l l e 
m a r c h 
was never 
about free 
s p e e c h , 
when it 
was Nazi 
and Con-
f e d e r a t e 
flags that symbolized the attendees’ 
sentiments.

The Civil War is a three part 
war. When, in 1861, it was deter-
mined that slavery would be con-
tained within the states it already 
existed in, South Carolina decided 
that it would no longer be tied to 
the union, and ten other states fol-
lowed. To the seceding states, their 
fight represented an effort to grow 
an institution of oppression so “in-
tegral” to the economy. The second 
part of the Civil War came three 
years later, and then it really be-
came about emancipation. 

Only now are we facing the 
final piece—now we must decide 
once and for all whether we will 
ever live in an egalitarian union. 

The implementation of the 
Thirteenth Amendment was not 
enough. The effects of slavery still 
flourish in 2017. The Civil Rights 
movement—a movement to expand 
African American’s access to the 
terms of the Constitution—peaked 

In Defense of the 
Boston Free Speech Rally

in the 20th century but was then 
brushed under a rug when the topic 
was revisited. The idea that we live 
in a “post-racial” society has con-
sumed the minds of the American 
people and stagnated the efforts of 
many in the fight for the egalitarian 
dream. 

The rally in August was an 
unremarkable event in the eyes of 
those crippled by this nation’s leg-
acy of picking favorites from its 
own people. The people who ral-
lied in  Charlottesville were never 
tear-gassed, beaten, or riddled with 
bullets for their struggle, like Black 
Lives Matter demonstrators. Unlike 
the Black Lives Matter rallies in 
Ferguson, New York, D.C, and Cin-
cinnati, stemming from a desire for 
basic civil rights, white nationalism 

stems only 
from the  
fear of no 
longer being 
in power. 

W h i t e 
s u p r e m a -
cists do rec-
ognize their 
privilege—
they seek 
the prolif-
eration of a 
system that 
keeps others 
down in or-
der to retain 
their own 
privilege.

W e 
cannot undo 
the existence 
of white su-
p r e m a c y . 
We cannot 
undo the 
existence of 
racism. We 

can, however, write the next pages 
of American history. Each one of 
us can take it upon ourselves to 
imagine an America where it is self 
evident that all men and women are 
truly equal. 

This is the only way that the 
American people, for the first time, 
will truly be united. 

Of course, this does not mean 
outright denial of our identities and 
our differences. By denying the vi-
ability of our identity to live within 
the bounds of a “color blind” soci-
ety, we do the same thing that white 
supremacists have done since the 
fifteenth century. We commit cul-
tural genocide. We rip others of the 
viability of their struggles, the exis-
tence of their history. The Charlot-
tesville rally is a reminder to many 
that we haven’t moved past racial 
injustices. Through our response to 
Charlottesville, we will write the 
next pages of American history—
for better or for worse.

Many counter-protesters brought signs to show solidarity.
Photo Credit: Maggie Thompson 

Reacting to Charlottesville

I was inside the bandstand 
with fellow free speech advocates 
on the Boston Common on August 
19th, 2017 during the Boston Free 
Speech Rally. 40,000 counter-pro-
testers surrounded the bandstand 
during the rally. 

You might be surprised, may-
be even wondering why a CRLS 
student went to an alleged “white 
supremacist” rally. I realize that 
Boston Mayor Marty Walsh told 
people leading up to the rally that 
hate groups were coming to Boston, 
but the Boston Globe wrote an ar-
ticle which had a perfect quote to 
describe that day: “‘Excuse me,’ 
one man in the counter-protest in-
nocently asked a Globe reporter. 
‘Where are the white suprema-
cists?’” From my perspective, 
the 40,000 counter-protesters at 
the Boston Free Speech Rally got 
duped. 

June 17th was the day when 
Boston Free Speech announced on 
its Facebook page that the group 
would have an event on August 
19th. In the same post, Boston Free 
Speech disassociated itself from 
“Unite the Right,” a group that later 
rallied in Charlottesville. All of this 
happened two months before white 
supremacy and neo-Nazism were 
promoted at the rally in Charlottes-
ville.

 Now, who is the Boston Free 
Speech Coalition (known on Face-
book as just “Boston Free Speech”)? 
The group describes themselves on 
their Facebook page as “a coalition 
of libertarians, progressives, con-
servatives, and independents,” that 
is willing to “peaceably engage in 
open dialogue about the threats to, 
and importance of, free speech and 
civil liberties.”

At the rally, there was an In-
dian speaker, Dr. Shiva Ayyadu-
rai. Ayyadurai is a Republican U.S 

Senate candidate who will be op-
posing Elizabeth Warren in the 
2018 election. As he was speak-
ing, I saw “Black Lives DO Mat-
ter” signs held up by the attendees 
of the Free Speech Rally. He ended 
his speech by telling the crowd to 
chant one word three times: “love.” 
This is what the 40,000 counter-
protesters were protesting, which I 
find to be absolutely ridiculous. It 
goes to show that when it came to 
the counter-protesters, most had no 
idea what they were protesting. The 
counter-protesters were protesting 
Nazis and white supremacists, but 
the Boston Free Speech Coalition 
and the people who attended the 
rally were not either of those things.

 Daniel Medina, a black man 
from Boston, also spoke at the Free 
Speech Rally. Medina said, “Imag-
ine what we can accomplish if all 
human consciousness was on the 
same frequency. The word impossi-
ble wouldn’t even exist.” Medina’s 
words are something I think we can 
all agree on.

Would a white supremacist, 
neo-Nazi rally have an Indian 
speaker and a black speaker? Would 
a white-nationalist rally have 
“Black Lives DO Matter” signs? 
From my perspective, the speakers 
at the rally spoke about unity, love, 
and most importantly, free speech.

By 
Hermella Kebede

Contributing Writer

Thousands showed up to counter a free speech rally in Boston on August 19th.
Photo Credit: Maggie Thompson

Pictured: View from police paddy wagon.
Photo Credit: Youssef Zerbouaa

The Past That Is Still Our Present



Most are fine with a player being traded away 
if the team can get someone good in return. But 
if that player leaves the team in a free agency, 
perhaps for a more lucrative contract, fans take 
it personally. 

Basketball, like most sports, is undeniably 
emotional. The bond that players make with fans 
is profound. For instance, on April 16th, before 
a game between the Celtics and Bulls, there was 
a moment of silence for Isaiah Thomas’s sister 
Chyna, who had died in a car accident. This ges-
ture clearly meant a lot to Thomas, who said in 
a Player Tribune article, “Honestly, it felt like 
the whole city of Boston was with me.” But this 
compassionate sentiment doesn’t carry over into 

free agency. We are not happy that players might 
have a better chance to advance their career or 
compete for a title. We feel entitled to their ser-
vices for no reason other than the fact that they 
were drafted to or signed by the team at some 
point. 

Some fans were more “loyal” to Thomas, ar-
guing that after all he’d done for the city, trading 
him away would be betrayal. These fans are right 
that Isaiah has embraced and been embraced by 
Bostonians, but if the Celtics didn’t win the East-
ern Conference this year, they would have been 
the first ones calling for Danny Ainge’s head. 
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By 
Miles Taylor

Contributing Writer

A city as bike-friendly 
as Cambridge needs proper 
facilities to guarantee the 
safety of its cyclists. It makes 
perfect sense to add protect-
ed bike lanes to Cambridge 
Street to improve bike com-
mutes...but this is not the 
way to do it. The new pro-
tected bike lanes on Cam-
bridge Street are a mess, 
providing bikers with a mar-
ginally easier ride at the 
sacrifice of everyone else’s 
time and safety. The follow-
ing is a master list of what 
other commuters now have 
to go through due to the new 
bike lanes.

Cars
Since the bike lanes and the 
unnecessarily wide medians 
between them and the park-
ing spaces take up so much 
extra room, Cambridge 
Street is now much nar-
rower. From what I have ob-
served in the morning peak 
period, this has led to more 
traffic jams from simple ac-
tions such as someone mak-
ing a left turn.

People Parking
Now that the road is so much 
narrower, there is less room  
to make parking maneuvers. 

This is another cause of 
traffic on this already con-
gested thoroughfare. Also, 
whereas the previous setup 
allowed drivers to get out 
of their cars without imped-
ing traffic (as long as they 
looked out for incoming 
bicyclists) since there was 
room for cars to go around, 
now there’s no gap between 
the parked cars and the road. 
Someone needs to get out? 
Traffic jam!

Buses
If the narrow road is a prob-
lem for cars, then it’s a catas-
trophe for buses. Watching 
these wide vehicles swerve 
their way down Cambridge 
Street, even poking out into 
the other lane of traffic, is 
nerve-wracking. Plus, what 
if a bus swerves out too far 
and oncoming traffic has to 
stop? Time for another traf-
fic jam!

Trucks
It has never been easy for 
trucks to make deliveries on 
Cambridge Street, but now 
the operation has an extra 
layer of complexity. During 
the morning rush, I observed 
a truck parked at a bus stop, 
forcing transit vehicles to 
board from the street. And 
remember how narrow the 
road is now? Surprise, it’s 
another traffic jam!

Bikers
Yes, even bikers’ prob-
lems have not entirely been 
solved. Despite the illusion 
of a perfectly safe and iso-
lated bike lane, it is smashed 
whenever a bus pulls over 
to make a stop, whenever 
a truck has to park up to 
load, or whenever a hapless 
passenger, not used to hav-
ing to look out for cyclists, 
slams out their door onto an 
innocent old lady just trying 
to bike to her grandson’s 
house.

Granted, these lanes 
are only a trial, and there is 
still time for the concept to 

be improved. In Cambridge, 
the best example of protect-
ed bike lanes done right is 
Western Avenue, near Cen-
tral Square. Here, the bike 
lanes are part of the side-
walk infrastructure, mean-
ing there is no interaction 
with the road at all. Float-
ing bus stops (bus stops that 
come out to meet the travel 
lane) allow cyclists to pass 
behind stopped buses.  Tran-
sit is sped up because vehi-
cles don’t have to pull over. 
Sidewalk amenities like 
trees and wastebaskets pro-
tect pedestrians from speed-
ing bicycles. It’s a win for 

Cambridge Street Protected Bike Lanes Only Benefit Bikers

everyone. Cambridge Street 
can be like Western Avenue 
if the city is willing to invest 
the money. Bicyclists would 
get a truly protected lane. 
Floating bus stops would 
improve speed on the 69 
bus. And though the road 
would still be narrower 
than it used to be, those an-
noying wide medians could 
be eliminated, freeing up at 
least a marginal amount of 
space for travel lanes. I’m 
all for protected bike lanes 
in Cambridge, but unless 
they’re done correctly, they 
impede a lot more com-
mutes than they help.

Illustration Credit: Megan Kelliher

The Hypocrisy of NBA Fans: Where Does Our Loyalty Lie?
By 

Robert Shapiro
Contributing Writer

As fans, we love the players, but our 
loyalty lies more with our team.

Ahh, the sounds of summer—there’s noth-
ing quite like them. From the sputtering of lawn-
mowers to the boom of illegal fireworks, it is a 
glorious time of year, except for one inevitable 
thing: sports media reminding NBA fans that 
we’re hypocrites. It was late August, the bulk of 
free agency was over, and most player transac-
tions had happened with relatively little drama—
that is, until the trade. As reported on August 
22nd and finalized on August 30th, the Boston 
Celtics traded Isaiah Thomas, Jae Crowder, Ante 
Zizic, and two draft picks to the Cleveland Cav-
aliers for Kyrie Irving. The sports world went 
what can only be described as “absolutely ba-
nanas.”

When Thomas was traded, there were 
widespread arguments between Celtics fans over 
whether it was the right move. Some felt that it 
was the right choice, saying that although it’s a 
shame I.T. got traded, the NBA is a business—a 
business that pays players millions of dollars and 
forces them to pack up their lives at a moment’s 
notice. Some argued it was not fair to Thomas. 
Sports media outlets like ESPN rushed to chas-
tise fans for their hypocrisy. Calling us on our 
double standards isn’t wrong, but criticizing us 
for them is. The “it’s a business” cliche is one of 
the most hypocritical statements a fan can make. 

Isaiah Thomas has a serious hip injury and 
will not be able to play for most of the season, 
making a conference title with Gordon Hayward 
as the leader unlikely and winning the cham-
pionship impossible. The addition of Kyrie via 
the Thomas trade will give the Celtics a fight-
ing chance that they would not have had other-
wise. Fans that consider themselves “loyal” to 
the players are the hypocrites, demanding an 
omelette be made without having to crack any 
eggs. As fans, we love the players, but our loy-
alty lies more with our team. Who can blame us? 
Our elementary school gym teachers always told 
us the game was not about winning, it was about 
having fun. I can’t speak for you, but I can’t re-
member the last time I had fun losing. For many 
people, our teams are a symbol of city pride as 
well as a respite from whatever is going on in our 
lives. Sure we are hypocrites, but when it comes 
to our happiness, we can’t afford not to be. Is it 
the best trait? Absolutely not. It’s cruel, ugly, and 
selfish. It’s also who we are.

We can try to be better fans, but like a tod-
dler trying to pour their own juice, we all know 
it is not going to end well. We will continue to be 
impatient during rebuildings. We will continue 
to roast Vlade Divac for practically giving De-
marcus Cousins away. We will continue to chant 
“cupcake” whenever Kevin Durant is in Okla-
homa City. The toddler will continue to spill Ha-
waiian Punch on the carpet. But it’s OK—it’s in 
our nature.
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Civics is defined as 
the study of the rights and 
duties of citizenship. It is a 
key element of any demo-
cratic society that functions 
through the self-governance 
of the people. Perhaps most 
importantly, civics educa-
tion teaches young people 
that they have a voice. Self-
governance means that the 
people have power. 

Democracy has been 
struggling to survive in 
many nations. It seems dif-
ficult and not worth the ef-
fort it takes to maintain. 
There has been dangerous 
growth in political apa-
thy, not only in Massachu-
setts or the United States, 
but across the world. It is 
for this reason that 
civics education 
is more important 
than ever before.

In Massachu-
setts, there are few 
public schools that 
offer any civics activities, 
and even fewer that offer 
any sort of civics classes. 
Many of the government 
classes which do exist are 
only available at the Ad-

vanced Placement (AP) 
level, out of reach for many 
due to the cost of testing. 
While most teachers and 
education officials agree on 
the importance of civics, 
there are few opportunities 
for students to even learn 
what civics is. By not em-
phasizing civics education 
in school, we are preparing 
our youth to be politically 
apathetic. They will grow 
up believing that they have 
no power in the democratic 
process. These beliefs harm 
our democracy far more 
than any foreign power ever 
could. 

Just in the past decade, 
democracies have fallen 
to the promises of greater 
things from demagogues 
and radical populists. In 
countries like Russia and 
Venezuela, authoritarian 

leaders have crushed demo-
cratic institutions, repressed 
liberty and freedom, and in-
stalled themselves as quasi-
dictators. 

With the threat to de-

By 
Oscar Berry

Contributing Writer

mocracy taking a far more 
serious turn than many 
could imagine at the begin-
ning of the millennium, civ-
ics education has become 
critical. Our youth must be 
taught that they have great 
power in our country. 

In July, members of the 
Massachusetts High School 
Democrats (MAHSD), a 
statewide political orga-
nization, testified in front 
of the Joint Committee on 
Education on Beacon Hill 
about the sad state of affairs 
concerning civics in Massa-
chusetts. The organization 
has since put their weight 
behind the H.2016 Act to 
Promote and Enhance Civic 
Engagement by Massachu-
setts State Representative 
Linda Campbell. They have 
been active in building up 
support for the bill and pre-

senting arguments for its ne-
cessity in local newspapers. 

H.2016 is a bill that 
makes project-based civics 
education mandatory part of 
the public high school cur-

riculum and allocates fund-
ing for such projects. There 
will be regional competi-
tions and other interactive 
learning experiences. Stu-
dents will be taught about 
the importance of the elec-
toral system and of the na-
ture of a democratic govern-

ment.
On September 

9th, the MAHSD 
gathered in West 
Springfield to host 
the meeting of the 
State Democratic 

Committee and discussed 
plans for the upcoming 
year. U.S. Congressman 
Richard Neal and Massa-
chusetts State Senator Eric 
Lesser spoke to us about the 

The Importance of Civics in Public Education

importance of civics in our 
democratic process. 

As the press secretary 
of the MAHSD, I was in 
charge of covering the event 
for the entire organization. I 
am confident that with the 
growing support behind 
civics education reform, 
we will succeed in passing 
H.2016 and begin the pro-
cess of integrating students 
into our democratic process. 

I urge all who agree 
that we must reform our 
failing civics education to 
contact their local state rep-
resentatives and state sena-
tors. We must ask them to 
support H.2016 and bring 
the promise of democracy 
to America’s youth.

With the threat to democracy taking a far more serious 
turn than many could imagine at the beginning of the 

millennium, civics education has become critical.

Members of MAHSD gathered September 9th to discuss their plans.
Photo Credit: Oscar Berry 

Cartoon by: Lara Garay
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A CRLS Musician Reflects on Her Summer at Berklee
By

Hanna Carney
Contributing Writer

Six members of the CRLS 
World Jazz Ensemble, directed by 
Guillermo Nojechowicz, took the 
respected Berklee College of Mu-
sic Five-Week Summer Program 
by storm this summer—audition-
ing for and being accepted into an 
array of special ensembles, making 
the most of weekly jam sessions 
and performance opportunities, and 
networking with hundreds of musi-
cians from around the world. 

Itamar Baz ‘20, Tal Ben-Anat 
‘18, Chris Dee ‘17, Max Kaufman 
‘18, Lila Lifton ‘18, and I weren’t 
the first CRLS WJE students to at-
tend the program—and I doubt 
we’ll be the last. Izaak Biewald ‘16, 
Andrew Borron ‘16, and Arlo Sims 
‘17 (now undergraduates at Berklee 
College along with Dee) also at-
tended in years past. Maria Penrice 
‘17 took part in Berklee’s Global 
String Intensive in June, and Doug-
las Appleman ‘17, too, participated 
in a handful of special week-long 
programs for piano during his time 
at Rindge. CRLS definitely was, 
and has been, well-represented at 
Berklee’s various programs; our 
music department should be proud 
of the talent and motivation it has 
nurtured in so many students.

Berklee’s Five-Week Summer 
program is strongly performance-
oriented. Students attend theory, 
musicianship, and elective classes 

(which vary from “Song Demo Pro-
duction” to “Open Drum Circle” 

classes), and are placed in ensem-
bles of their chosen genre which 

perform during the final week of the 
program.

Ben-Anat praised his experi-
ence, saying, “Five-Week taught 
me a lot of great things, particularly 
great practice exercises and how 
to implement and maintain them 
for noticeable improvement in my 
playing.” 

My personal highlights from 
this summer included taking “Song-
writer Workshop” and “Jazz Ar-
ranging and Composition” as my 
elective classes and auditioning for 
the Balkan/Middle Eastern ensem-
ble. 

I know, without hesitation, that 
the CRLS World Jazz Ensemble is 
what led me to spend my summer at 
Berklee this year. Not only that, but 
WJE has redefined my whole tra-
jectory in music. Through it, I dis-
covered a new passion and began 
to take music more seriously...seri-
ously enough to spend my summer 
at Berklee. This past year has been 
a wonderful, intense musical jour-
ney, and on behalf of my peers who 
also attended Berklee this summer, 
I want to thank the CRLS commu-
nity and all of our teachers for lead-
ing us to this opportunity.

We are so lucky to have so 
many visual and performing arts 
opportunities right at our fingertips, 
and there are so many ways to get 
involved. Looking for music spe-
cifically? Find Mr. Powers, Mr. No-
jechowicz, Ms. Umbro, Dr. S—or 
simply loiter in the Arts Basement 
for an hour.

Faith, Trust, and Pixie Dust: What Finding 
Neverland Taught Us about Senior Year

By
Sophie Harrington

Contributing Writer
Grace Ramsdell
Editor-in-Chief

This summer, the 
Broadway musical Finding 
Neverland spent two weeks 
at the Boston Opera House. 
On behalf of the Register 
Forum, we attended open-
ing night in Boston on Au-
gust 8th. Over a month later, 
the musical still left us com-
paring our own lives to the 
story of J.M. Barrie. 

Finding 
N e v e r l a n d 
c h r o n i c l e s 
British au-
thor J.M. 
B a r r i e ’ s 
playwriting 
career and the creation of 
his most enduring charac-
ter: Peter Pan. Much of the 
musical centers on Barrie’s 
frustration with the conven-
tional—he is constantly per-
suaded to write only plays 

that the owner of his theater 
knows will get an audience. 
The magic doesn’t begin 
until Barrie meets members 
of the Davies family, who 
remind him of the impor-
tance of imagination and 
doing the unexpected. 

Under the direction of 
Diane Paulus and featuring 
passionate performances 
from Billy Tighe as Barrie 
and talented child-actors 
as the Davies children, this 
story truly came to life in 
the Boston Opera House. 
At the time, we appreciated 

the musical as a reminder 
of one of our favorite child-
hood tales, and it was fun to 
see some of its characters 
in a new light. However, 
our true appreciation for the 
production evolved in the 

weeks after we first saw it. 
Once we got back to 

school, we realized that 
Barrie’s lessons on the im-
portance of creativity not 
only apply to life in gen-
eral, but are particularly 
valuable to seniors in high 
school. As we think about 
our futures—whether they 
involve applying to colleges 
that we know have certain 
expectations or following 
other paths in the grown-up 
world after graduation—we 
can’t let ourselves lose our 
sense of adventure. 

In the upcoming 
months, many of us students 
will experience pressure. In 
moments of stress and frus-
tration, it is essential that we 
take a step back. It is only 
after Barrie distances him-

self from the negative pres-
sures in his life that he is 
able to find Neverland. 

That said, there’s noth-
ing like live 
theater to 
provide a 
distract ion 
from the 
trials and 
tribulations 

of your own personal daily 
life, and CRLS students are 
surrounded by local theater 
opportunities. In addition to 
our own school’s produc-
tions, CRLS students can 
see shows for as little as $25 

In moments of stress and frustration, it is essential that we take a 
step back. It is only after Barrie distances himself from the 

negative pressures in his life that he is able to find Neverland. 

Finding Neverland spent two weeks in Boston in August.
Photo Credit: Grace Ramsdell

at theaters like the American 
Repertory Theatre (A.R.T.) 
in Harvard Square—where 
Finding Neverland debuted 
in 2014. 

Theater can be a dis-
traction, but a good show 
can also serve as a guide. 
We went to Finding Nev-
erland thinking it would 
provide a bit of escapism—
a two-hour return to our 
childhood—but at the end 
of the day, we were left con-
sidering what “second star 
to the right, straight on till 
morning” can mean to each 
of us.

Six members of the CRLS World Jazz Ensemble took classes at Berklee over the summer.  
Photo Courtesy of: CRLS World Jazz Ensemble
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LCD Soundsystem’s First Album in Six Years Doesn’t Disappoint

By
Jaret Berman

Contributing Writer

When LCD Soundsystem dis-
banded in 2011, many fans right-
fully believed that was the end for 
the group. After three incredibly 
well received, full-length albums 
and a plethora of singles, it was un-
derstandable for the band to break 
up. It was clear to most people pay-
ing attention to the band that they 
were standing on their last legs both 
creatively and as a group. However, 
after the release of a single in 2015 
and confirmation of a follow-up al-
bum, the band was officially back 
together again. Some were skepti-
cal of the band’s motives for reunit-
ing. Was their farewell tour just four 
years earlier only a means for rais-
ing ticket sales? Everything hinged 
on the release of their new album, 
which wouldn’t happen until about 
two years later. Preceded by another 
three singles, LCD Soundsystem’s 
fourth album, American Dream, 
was finally released on September 
1st, 2017. 

Clocking in at 68 minutes, 
American Dream wastes no time 
getting into the groove of its first 
song, the lovestruck and relatively 
quiet “Oh Baby.” The album then 

moves into the one-two punch com-
bo of “Other Voices” and “I Used 
To.” 

The former is an anxious and 
politically charged dance track 
that, while initially promising, falls 
flat on vocal delivery and con-
cept, while the latter is a nocturnal 
crawl through a dreary, radio-wave 
filled landscape evocative of New 
Wave combinations of guitar and 
synth.“Change Yr Mind” continues 
down this guitar-paved path, evok-
ing the sound of the Talking Heads.
Here, lead singer James Murphy 
muses, “Not dangerous now / the 
way I used to be once,” referencing 
the underground Indie Rock scene 
of the early 2000’s that he found 
himself embroiled in. “Call the Po-
lice” is the album’s lead single, an 
angry track more inspired by alter-
native rock than anything else. “The 
old guys are frightened and fright-
ening to behold / the kids come out 
fighting and still doing what they’re 
told,” Murphy observes, ending the 
song with a mocking echo of the ti-
tle, an ironic suggestion to “call the 
police,” exposing them as protec-
tors of only the rich and privileged. 

This song is counterbalanced 
by the shimmering and slow title 
track “American Dream,” a morn-
ing-after view of revolution as, pri-
marily, a social event. In the end, 
Murphy finds himself turning again 
to the American Dream, something 
that he once despised as a non-pos-

sibility, unsure who it’s meant for or 
if he could possibly still have a shot 
at it now. 

It’s fitting that an album that 
deals heavily with growing old and 
death in the music industry would 
end with a slow-burner. “Black 
Screen” winds out the album with a 
twelve minute song about the death 
of James Murphy’s mentor and 
friend, the late David Bowie. Sing-
er-songwriter Leonard Cohen was 
intended to appear on the track, but 
unfortunately he, too, passed away. 
Murphy expresses how he feels that 
he owed Bowie something, that he 

should have seen the signs that he 
was dying and spent more time with 
him. This album proves that the 
band is still flawed—several songs 
drag on too long, the lyrics miss 
their mark just slightly more often 
than they hit—perhaps more so than 
ever. In spite of its flaws, the band 
delivers an emotionally charged 
and intricately made body of work 
that taps into somber themes of 
mortality and aging while remain-
ing catchy and danceable. The al-
bum proves that LCD Soundsystem 
is worth spending more time with 
before they separate for good. 

LCD Soundsystem’s new album is comprised of ten tracks.
Photo Credit:  lcdsoundsystem.com

The Final Days by Bob Woodward and 
Carl Bernstein

What: The Final Days is a brief, light-hearted, 
475-page dive into the final days of the Nixon 
administration. Woodward and Bernstein, two 
award-winning journalists who exposed the 
beginnings of Watergate (the scandal that led 
to Richard Nixon’s resignation), were able to 
chronicle every call, meal, obstruction of justice, 
and tantrum in the last few months before the 
37th president’s resignation.

Why: If you’re any Rindge student, you’ve 
probably wondered about the final days of Nix-
on’s presidency. While this book is no The Fault 
in Our Stars, I did actually shed a tear for Nixon, 
and any book that can make me pity Richard Mil-
hous Nixon is a must-buy. Woodward and Bern-
stein manage to capture the emotion of the time 
as the Nixon family, his cabinet, and his aides 
naively attempt to maneuver through a political 
minefield. It’s an in-depth look at Nixon’s mind 
as well, as he slowly starts to lose his grip on re-
ality and forego his responsibilities as President 
of the United States. Makes you appreciate the 
sane leadership we have today!

The Fault in Our Stars by John Green

What: “Okay?” “Okay.”

Why: Ansel Elgort?!??! Sign me up.

– Cecilia Barron

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls

What: The Glass Castle is the 2005 mem-
oir of journalist Jeannette Walls. She tells the 
story of her life starting around age three, 
chronicling everything up until adulthood. 
Her family moved around a lot, struggled with 
money, and her relationships with her par-
ents were very complicated—so it is a fairly 
sad read, but it has uplifting moments too.

Why: Walls’s life is simply incredible, and 
her writing is gimmick-free and beauti-
ful. The movie adaptation came out this Au-
gust, but you should read the book first.

The Nix by Nathan Hill

What: A 2016 debut novel from Nathan Hill, 
The Nix is a story about everything from video-
games to Norwegian ghosts to America in the 
1960s.   

Why: As I was reading this book, the main thing 
that I kept wondering was just how so many little 
random details of the story were all coming from 
the same author’s imagination. Hill took such 
seemingly unrelated storylines and wove them 
together painlessly, piece by piece. The result is 
an amazingly intricate book that is impossible to 
put down. Shout out to Ms. Otty for recommend-
ing it!

– Grace Ramsdell

Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind by 
Yuval Noah Harari

What: In Sapiens, first published in English in 
2014, Harari writes of several developments in 
nearly every aspect of human life. He discusses 
the transformation of Homo Sapiens from an es-
sentially insignificant species to one that has the 
power to act as a god—and its potential to ad-
vance even further.

Why: Sapiens pushes readers to think about the 
world through a wider, more careful lens. Instead 
of just the “what” of history, Harari discusses the 
“why” and “how” as well.

The Brief and Frightening Reign of Phil 
by George Saunders

What: In this 2005 novella, citizens wait for 
years to enter the country of Inner Horner, which 
is large enough to only hold one citizen at a time. 
Meanwhile, those in Outer Horner fall under the 
reign of Phil, who utilizes his power to set off a 
hysteria. 

Why: Half of the time while reading this book, 
Saunders makes you think, “What am I even 
reading?” In the other half, he makes you ques-
tion the norms, habits, and desires of people to-
day. Saunders explores greed and power, as well 
as emotion and compassion. It’s a truly compel-
ling book, and it’s only 130 pages long.

– Sun-Jung Yum

What to Read Next: Register Forum Editors’ Picks
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By 
Juliana Vandermark 
Contributing Writer

Cambridge municipal 
elections will be held the 
first Tuesday this Novem-
ber. They are held every two 
years, and during the elec-
tions,  the citizens of Cam-
bridge vote for their City 
Council and for their School 
Committee. 

This year, twelve can-
didates are running for six  
seats on the Committee. 
A seventh seat is filled by 
the mayor of Cambridge, 
who serves as the chair of 
the Committee. Two CRLS 
students also participate in 
School Committee meetings 
each year as Student Gov-
ernment’s “Student Rep-
resentatives to the School 
Committee.” 

Juliette Low Fleury, 
a senior at Rindge, just be-
gan her role as a Student 
Representative. “Working 
with the School Committee 
is very interesting, because 
it really allows me to see 

what happens behind the 
scenes,” she said. “It is the 
responsibility of the School 
Committee Reps to keep 
the SC informed of the ac-
tivities taking place at the 
high school and to raise 
any concerns that other stu-
dents have.” The elected 
members of 
the Committee 
are in charge 
of deciding 
all general 
school depart-
ment policies 
and  budget-
ing. At their 
b i - m o n t h l y 
meetings, they 
discuss topics 
as specific as 
the third grade 
reading cur-
riculum and as 
broad as the overall school 
climate in the CPSD. Mem-
bers of the Committee can 
propose and review budgets 
and hold additional round-
table meetings about  key 
issues around the district.

Fred Fantini, one of 
the longest serving mem-

bers on the Committee, 
believes the role of the 
Committee goes beyond 
just fixing problems: “I 
also think it’s important for 
School Committee mem-
bers to be cheerleaders for 
our system, always being 
out in the community sup-

porting our schools and pro-
moting them. And I think 
it’s a place where a well 
functioning School Com-
mittee can be supportive  of 
the difficult decisions that  
administrators and superin-
tendents have to make.” 

Paul Sullivan, a senior 

at CRLS and a second-term 
Student Representative, ex-
plained that “being a School 
Committee Representative 
forces you to step up to the 
plate and look at policies not 
only through a moral lens, 
which we are really quite 
good at doing at CRLS, but 

also through 
a pragmatic 
one: What is 
the timeline 
for this policy? 
Who are the 
stakeholders 
for this policy? 
Is it effective, 
efficient, and 
ethical? ”

R e g u l a r 
School Com-
mittee meet-
ings are held 
on the first 

and third Tuesdays of each 
month during the school 
year at 6:00 PM in  the Dr. 
Henrietta Attles meeting 
room at CRLS. These meet-
ings are open for the public 
to attend, ask questions, or 
express any possible con-
cerns during public com-

What to Know Before the Cambridge Municipal Elections

ment. 
As a student, there are 

many ways to impact the 
discussions  the Committee 
has this year.  If you will be 
18 years old by November 
7th, then you can vote for 
who you’d like to see on 
the Committee. Any student 
can also attend a bi-monthly 
meeting and contribute to 
the School Committee’s dis-
cussions  in person, or  they 
can contribute via an email 
to a Committee member or 
candidate. 

“Working with the 
School Committee is the 
most important and influen-
tial role in Student Govern-
ment because it’s a position 
in which you not only have 
to lead, but also have direct 
contact with the policy mak-
ers and career professionals 
who run our school district,” 
Sullivan explained. “You 
serve as an integral con-
nection between the 2,000+ 
students at CRLS and the 
people who shape their day-
to-day lives; in effect, you 
are a microcosm of the stu-
dent body and their voice.”

The School Committee

The School Committee meets twice a month in CRLS.
Photo Credit: Grace Ramsdell 

The Cambridge City Coun-
cil, which derives its power from 
the City Charter and Constitution 
of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, is the section of the city’s 
government that deals with policy 
decisions, ordinances and regula-
tions for public improvements, and 
expenditures. Essentially, all major 
changes to city-run services are de-
cided by the City Council. 

The City Council consists of 
nine  members, including Mayor 
Denise Simmons and Vice-Mayor 
Marc McGovern. Each member’s 
term lasts two years before they can 
be up for re-election. This year, 26 
people are running for City Coun-
cil. Even though each term is fairly 
short, there is no limit as to how 
many times a candidate can run. 

The voting system used for 
Cambridge City Council elec-
tions—as well as Cambridge 
School Committee elections—is 
called proportional representation. 
With this system, voters can vote 
for as many candidates as they want 
as long as they rank them from their 
first to last choice. After a candidate 
reaches a certain quota that allows 
them to join the Council, additional 
ballots with that candidate listed 

as the voters’ number one pick 
will count the voters’ second pick 
instead, and so on. This system is 
meant to give the majority control 
while still giving minorities repre-
sentation. 

Junior Student Government 
Representative Grace Austin com-
mented on the similar voting system 
used in Student Government elec-
tions, saying, “The ranking system 
used at Rindge is important because 
it allows for fairer representation of 
what voters want. Student Govern-
ment adopted this voting system 
from the city, which is one of the 
only cities in the country to use it.” 

It is important to note that the 
Cambridge City Council is fairly 
unique in a few ways. For one, 
the city budget is not actually de-
termined by the Council. The City 
Manager, Louis DePasquale, and 
the Budget Committee create the 
budget, which is then proposed to 
the Council. Additionally, the may-
or is seen more as a peer to the City 
Council in Cambridge than in other 
towns. One Cambridge City Coun-
cillor is voted into the position of 
mayor by their fellow City Coun-
cillors every two years, and they 
work hand in hand with the Council 
throughout their term in office.

Overall, the goal of the Coun-
cil is to promote the welfare and 
success of Cambridge residents. 
This means supporting communi-

ties by maintaining neighborhood 
vitality and embracing the cultural 
and socio-economic diversity of 
the city. This also means promoting 
public safety, funding strong human 
services, and creating affordable 
housing for Cambridge residents. 

When ask asked what it meant 
to be a City Councillor, Vice Mayor 
Marc McGovern told the Register 
Forum, “The City Council sets the 
policies for the city of Cambridge. 
The role is very important because 
it impacts everything from school 
spending to housing to what jobs 
are available through the city.”

Not only does the Council 
affect Cambridge, it also affects 
CRLS itself. When it comes to the 
effect on Rindge, the School Com-
mittee is more directly influential 
in decision-making, but the City 

Council plays a valuable role in this 
process, too. The City Council ap-
proves the city budget, which in-
cludes the school budget, so they 
play a key role in deciding how 
much money the School Committee 
has to work with each year. 

Understanding the City Coun-
cil is essential in understanding pol-
itics on a local level. The Council 
meets in City Hall in Central Square  
and almost all meetings are open 
to the public. The details of these 
meetings are on the City Council 
website.  In fact, there is a designat-
ed time for members of the public 
to speak freely about their opinions 
on the Council’s agenda for the city. 
This, in itself, is a  great way to con-
tribute to local politics, but if you 
are over the age of 18, the best way 
to get involved is to vote.  

The City Council

By 
Nathan Kolodney

Contributing Writer

Cambridge is one of only a few U.S. cities to use ranked voting for municipal elections.
Photo Credit: Grace Ramsdell 
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At most times of the 
day, Mount Auburn Street 
is a relatively free-flowing, 
quick street to travel on. 
However, it has a gigantic 
point of bottleneck where 
cars, bikes, and buses all 
clump together in a giant 
traffic jam every morning: 
the intersection with Fresh 
Pond Parkway. 

The City of Cambridge 
and the Department of Con-

servation and Recreation 
(DCR) want to fix that.

The intersection of 
Fresh Pond Parkway and 
Mount Auburn Street has 
always been problematic. 
From drivers making illegal 
turns to unclear lane mark-
ings to harrowing pedes-
trian crossings, it is no sur-
prise that the crossing has 
seen 70 crashes from 2011 
to 2015—34% of them in-
volved injuries.

Not only is the in-
tersection unsafe, but it is 
also slow. Long traffic light 

By 
Miles Taylor

Contributing Writer

cycles lead to traffic jams 
stretching down roads on all 
sides. This leads to delays 
and bunching on the 71 and 
73 buses, which account for 
only 3% of the vehicles on 
the road, but 56% of com-
muting people. 

T h e 
city’s plan 
to offset 
this is to 
add bus 
lanes from 
Mount Auburn Street to 
Homer Avenue and from 
Brattle Street to Coolidge 
Avenue. This would save at 
least two minutes for buses 
and would greatly help with 
the reliability and timeliness 
of the 71 and 73 buses.

Bikers lack a bike lane 
on Mount Auburn Street 
currently, and for the most 
part, they are not included 
in the plan. However, bik-
ers will get special pro-
tected bike lanes at some 
of the busiest intersections 

of the thoroughfare—Fresh 
Pond Parkway and Brattle 
Street—to help them make 
turns. 

Additionally, the city 
is planning to implement 
“bike boxes” at other inter-
sections so cyclists can get 

City Strives to Improve Mt. Auburn Street Intersection

a head start over cars.
There are other tenta-

tive works in the Mount 
Auburn plan, including new 
trees, other intersection im-
provements, and pedestrian 
plazas at Star Market and 
Brattle Street. 

These 
are more 
long-term 
goals, how-
ever. For 
now, the 

formation of bus lanes and 
improvements of the main 
intersections are the priori-
ty. The final planning report 
for the works will be pre-
sented in March 2018, with 
construction likely to start 
later that year.

The crossing has seen 70 crashes from 2011 to 
2015—34% of them involved injuries.

Commuters often struggle with the traffic at the intersection of Mt. Auburn St. and Fresh Pond Parkway.
Graphic  Credit: Vera Targoff

“I don’t understand why cars are 
usually prioritized on the streets 

over bikes.”

Biking to school is a popular option for students who live too far away to walk, and it can be much faster than public transportation 
during the rush hour traffic every morning. The new bike lanes that the city has introduced are intended to be safer for bicyclists. 

Photo Credit: Maeve Reilly 

late.” 
He added, “You have one per-

son sitting in a giant one ton machine 
capable of going a hundred miles 
an hour 
and anoth-
er person 
p e d a l i n g 
at a maxi-
mum of 30 
or so miles 
per hour. I don’t understand why 
cars are usually prioritized on the 
streets over bikes. If I had it my 
way, cars would be banned in Cam-
bridge.” 

Klein agreed that more safe-
ty mechanisms could be added in 
Cambridge, although he didn’t go 
so far as to suggest a ban on cars. 
“There are a few intersections in 
particular that need better bike 
crossings. ... Where Mt. Auburn 
[St.] meets Fresh Pond Parkway is a 
great example. ... That intersection 
is like five intersections in one.”

Nonetheless, some CRLS 
teachers, already plagued by com-
mutes through heavy traffic, weren’t 
so eager to throw in their approval.

“It’s already dangerous and 
narrow on Cambridge Street,” said 
ceramics teacher Jon Baring-Gould, 
who bikes and drives to school. 

“If the street were five feet 
wider, then it might work, but there 
are just too many people sharing the 
street.” 

Concerns over narrow streets 
will inevitably escalate in winter, 
when the already narrow shared 

roads will 
grow skin-
nier from 
the snow 
banks piled 
on either 
side. 

For now, drivers and riders 
will have to find some compromise 
and share the road for each other’s 
safety. 

Pictured: The intersection of Mt. Auburn and Fresh Pond Parkway.
Photo Credit: Grace Ramsdell

Bike Lanes
Continued from page 1
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By 
Nusrat Lamisa Jahan
Contributing Writer 

On Saturday, August 
12th, white supremacists 
rallied in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, to protest the city’s 
plan to dismantle Confeder-
ate monuments. Civil rights 
groups and activists imme-
diately responded, denounc-
ing monuments that they 
said honor a Confederacy 
which served to maintain 
slavery and white power 
in America. The rally and 
ensuing counter-protest re-
sulted in the declaration of a 
local state of emergency, the 
death of a counter-protester, 
and the injury of at least 19 
others. 

CRLS history teacher 
Mr. Kells reacted to the 
events, emphasizing that 
“the tragedy in Charlottes-
ville just served as yet an-
other strong reminder that 
we as a people have not 
come to terms with our ra-
cial history, and therefore 
have not agreed upon an 
understanding about how 
to move forward to forge a 
new path.” 

Cities across the coun-

try organized counter-pro-
test rallies the following 
Sunday; Boston hosted tens 
of thousands of protesters. 
Hundreds of police stood in 
the streets of Boston on Au-
gust 19th to deter violence 
at a “Free Speech” rally fea-
turing right-wing speakers. 
The day before the event, 
Boston Mayor Marty Walsh 
asked counter-protesters 
to avoid Boston Common, 
saying, “We’re urging ev-
eryone to stay away,” and 
emphasizing that the pres-
ence of counter-protesters 
would give more attention 
to far-right activists. 

However, many resi-
dents of the greater Bos-
ton area did not heed that 
call, including youth work-
er Monica Cannon, who 
helped organize a “Fight 
White Supremacy” march 
as a counter-protest of the 
“Free Speech” rally held 
on the same day. Cannon 
told the Register Forum in 
a phone interview that she 
was driven to organize the 
march because “ignoring a 
problem has never solved 
it—we cannot continue to 
ignore racism, ignore white 
supremacism, ignore neo-
Nazis and pretend it’s not a 

problem.” 
Many CRLS students 

also took part in the day’s 
protests, including senior 
Alex Henriquez and senior 
Caroline Daley. Henriquez 
commented, “It [was] the 
biggest protest I’ve seen. 
... There were supposed to 
be, like, 40,000 people, and 
we started from Roxbury 
Crossing [and marched] to 
Boston Common. ... That 
was the most satisfying four 
hours I’ve walked.” 

Henriquez also com-
mented on the the unwaver-
ing support of the counter-
protest group, manifested 
in the chanting of marchers 
and in spectators waving 
out of building windows in 
solidarity. “The music was 
powerful, and because there 
was such a big crowd, by 
the time we got to the Com-
mon, the 30 Nazis were 
long gone,” Henriquez said, 
referring to the difference in 
turn-out between the “Free 
Speech” protesters and the 
counter-protesters. 

Daley added, “The 
thing that stood out the 
most to me was [that] there 
were so many people with 
all these signs of solidarity 
and anger, and how sup-

portive everyone was of one 
another.” 

Henriquez emphasized 
the importance of standing 
up for one’s values, saying, 
“We should live in a no-hate 
zone, and we’re the ones 
who get to make our lives 
right for the people who are 
living it wrong.” 

Mr. Kells’s takeaway 
was different, though: “I am 
extremely skeptical about 
how important student pro-
test is right now,” he said, 
continuing, “For me, many 
of the current protests we 
are seeing from students are 
too passive.  They appear to 
be more of an expression of 

Thousands Rally in Boston

frustration and anger with 
the system, but they offer 
very little resistance to the 
system.”

Kells concluded, “If 
you want to change our 
racial future, I’m not sure 
that taking to the streets to 
express your opinion is an 
effective tactic. Instead, 
befriending a person who 
doesn’t look like you, or 
having a genuine conver-
sation with a person who 
doesn’t think like you, 
are—in my opinion—...
more revolutionary act[s] 
than surrounding yourself 
with like-minded individu-
als at a rally.” 

New England Storm Preparations Begin to Form

By 
Isabelle Agee-Jacobson

Contributing Writer 

A little over three weeks ago, 
the historically disastrous storm 
known as Hurricane Harvey dev-
astated much of eastern Texas and 
Louisiana. This unprecedented 
storm resulted in the deaths of 39 
people, turned streets into rivers, 
and demolished the region in such 
a way that the recovery effort will 
last several years. Shocked by this 
disaster, many coastal cities around 
the country, including Boston and 
Cambridge, are examining what 
could happen if they were hit by a 
storm like Harvey. 

In order to prevent such a di-
saster from happening here, Bos-
ton has started to examine its own 
risk of flooding in the case of hur-
ricanes, as well as what it can do to 
lessen the damage. Mayor of Bos-
ton, Martin J. Walsh, told the Bos-
ton Herald, “We really have to have 
serious conversations. If we got hit 
with a storm like this, if Harvey hit 
Boston Harbor, we are wiped out as 
a city.”

According to the Guardian, 
Mayor Walsh created a report, 

“Climate Ready Boston,” with the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
and Green Ribbon Commission in 
2016-2017 to examine the effects of 
climate change on Boston and what 
the city can handle in terms of disas-
ters. The report found that “without 
improvements, the existing storm-
water system will not be capable of 
conveying a ten-year, 24-hour rain-
fall event, causing untreated storm-
water runoff to pond in the streets.” 
The report also found that Boston’s 
stormwater drainage system is only 
equipped to handle 4.8 inches of 
rain in 
24 hours. 
T h i s 
m e a n s 
that the 
system can easily become over-
whelmed, leading to flooding and 
pooling of water.

 The report also looks at what 
Boston can do to mitigate some of 
the risks.  Part of Boston’s plan to 
avoid catastrophic flooding, accord-
ing to the report, should be to create 
flood maps that predict the magni-
tude of possible floods, and what in 
the city will cause problems. The 
report also says a crucial part of 
Boston’s strategy is creating coastal 
protection infrastructure that is re-

sponsive to the community’s needs 
and to the environment. 

The Climate Change Commit-
tee in Cambridge has also created 
a report, “Climate Change Vulner-
ability Assessment,” on this issue. 
Their report has key findings: dams 
in Cambridge will likely protect 
Cambridge from storm surges until 
2030, the Alewife-Fresh Pond area 
has the most risk of flooding and this 
flooding will pose a risk to people, 
buildings, and infrastructure, and 
that, by 2070, this area could face 
a 20 percent annual probability of 

flooding. 
T h e 

r e p o r t 
also says 
that if 

a storm surge were to occur, the 
amount of water would be immense 
and traditional flood management 
techniques would be insufficient; 
any storm surge—though unlike-
ly until 2070—could cause the 
Charles River to overflow and block 
drainage pipes; and finally, regional 
systems such as public transit and 
energy could be disrupted by the 
flooding. 

While the CCVA report 
doesn’t outline a specific plan, it in-
structs Cambridge on how it should 

proceed should the city flood. After 
they pilot a climate readiness pro-
gram in the Fresh Pond-Alewife 
area and then extend it to other 
neighborhoods, Cambridge will cre-
ate a Climate Change Preparedness 
and Resiliency Plan. The plan will 
work with members of the commu-
nity to develop strategies to address 
the problems that the vulnerability 
assessment pointed out. 

AP Environmental Science 
teacher Ms. Stomberg says, “In the 
short term, ... what the local gov-
ernments should do is really pre-
pare their citizens. People should 
know about evacuation routes. Indi-
viduals should be prepared—where 
would they go if they did have to 
evacuate? What would they take 
with them? If the power goes out, 
what do you need to survive for a 
bunch of days? That sounds a bit 
dramatic but that’s the problem 
people are having right now.”

Fosca Bechthold ’18, a leader 
of the CRLS Environmental Ac-
tion Club, summed up the situation, 
saying, “Overall, I think individual 
action as well as larger, communal 
action needs to be taken with the fu-
ture in mind, otherwise we may find 
ourselves unprepared to be the next 
culprit of such a large disaster.”

“If Harvey hit Boston Harbor, we are 
wiped out as a city.” 

Hurricane Harvey Devastated Houston, So What’s Cambridge’s Flooding Plan?

Boston Mayor Marty Walsh encouraged counter-protesters to stay home.
Photo Credit: Maggie Thompson 
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By 
Grace Austin 

Contributing Writer

In the wake of Hurricanes 
Harvey and Irma, climate scientists 
are suggesting that human activity 
dramatically intensified the behav-
ior of the storms and are urging for 
restrictions and regulations  with 
regards to global climate change.

In 2015, 195 countries signed 
the Paris Agreement establishing 
an international effort to limit the 
global average temperature increase 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius. When estab-
lishing goals for the Agreement, all 
the countries involved agreed to 
be transparent and meet every five 
years to re-evaluate international 
goals to ensure  action will be taken. 

The Trump administration’s 
announcement to cede from the 
Paris Agreement on June 1st, 2017 
was controversial to many CRLS 
students. Senior Pascal Beckert 
commented, “France and the rest 
of the world have shown the Unit-
ed States how to lead on climate 
change, while the United States has 
fallen behind.” 

President Trump has called 
climate change a “hoax,” which is 

seemingly the U.S.’s main reason 
for withdrawing from the Agree-
ment. Sophomore Sydney Down 
says she is concerned that “Trump’s 
decision only puts the U.S. in a 
position of isolation and takes us 
a step backwards from combating 
global warming.” The United States 
is joining a group of only two coun-
tries that are not a part of the Paris 
Agreement: Nicaragua and Syria. 

On June 19th, 2017 follow-
ing the United States’ proposal to 
withdraw, the European Council 
declared that the Paris Agreement 
will not remain up for negotiation, 
and the Council plans to distrib-
ute 100 billion USD to developing 
countries per year starting in 2020 
in order to combat climate change. 

On August 22nd, 2017, the Eu-
ropean Council released a statement 
reaffirming Europe’s stance on cli-
mate change.

The media flurried with rumors 
on September 16th that claimed the 
U.S. would not withdraw from the 
Agreement, but White House Press 
Secretary Sarah Sanders tweeted: 
“Our position on the Paris agree-
ment has not changed. @POTUS 
has been clear, US withdrawing un-
less we get pro-America terms.”

As of 2007, the United States 
represents 5% of the world popula-
tion, but uses 30% of Earth’s natu-
ral resources. While the Agreement 
seems to many like a step toward 
tackling climate change, the with-
drawal of the United States has im-
pacted the likelihood of achieving 
ambitious yet tangible global cli-
mate goals. 

The United States Climate 
Alliance was created by Gover-
nors Andrew Cuomo (New York), 
Jay Inslee (Washington), and Jerry 
Brown (California) in response 
to the United States’ decision to 
withdraw. The organization is bi-
partisan, with representatives from 
twelve states and Puerto Rico. 

At CRLS, many feel that citi-
zens must take it upon themselves 

to act urgently in order to ensure 
prosperity and sustainability. 

AP Environmental Science 
teacher Ms. Stomberg reflects, “We 
can’t wait for politicians to decide 
how we approach climate change. 
We have to continue to start acting 
individually, locally, and at a state 
level.”

Junior Antonio Escallón be-
lieves that “joining the Global 
Awareness Club may help us 
achieve our goals and make a big-
ger impact on the community.” 

While United States political 
support is crucial in reducing car-
bon dioxide emissions and consum-
ing less of the world’s finite natural 
resources, community members are 
stressing the importance of contrib-
uting on a local level.

Climate Change Update: 
Where the U.S. Stands

President Trump is hoping to withraw the U.S. (in stripes) from the Agreement, which 
would put the U.S. with two other countries: Syria and Nicaragua (in black).

Graphic Credit: Sun-Jung Yum

In a first for African 
countries, the Supreme 

Court nullifies the re-
election of the current 

Kenyan president, citing 
outcome irregularities.

SEPTEMBER 1

The Duke and Duchess 
of Cambridge announce 
that they are expecting 
their third child.

SEPTEMBER 4

The home of the presi-
dent of Brazil’s Olympic 
committee is searched 
by the police, as they 
look into allegations that 
bribes were paid to land 
the 2016 Olympics in 
Rio de Janeiro.

SEPTEMBER 5

A court in India sen-
tences two men to death, 
two to life sentences, 
and one to ten years in 
jail for their roles in the 
Mumbai bomb attacks 
of 1993.

SEPTEMBER 7

Astronaut Peggy Whit-
son returns after 665 
days off the planet, re-
maining longer in space 
than any other American 
and any other woman 
globally.

SEPTEMBER 2

North Korea claims to 
have successfully tested 

a hydrogen bomb that 
could be loaded onto a 

long-range missile. It is 
the state’s biggest and 

most successful test yet.

SEPTEMBER 3

SEPTEMBER 6

A DNA test proves 
that María Pilar Abel 

Martínez, a woman 
who believed Salvador 
Dalí was her father, is 

not related to the artist. 
Martínez would have 

had a claim to part of 
Dalí’s estate.

In the fifth terrorist 
attack in the U.K. this 
year, a bucket bomb 
detonates on a subway 
train, injuring at least 
29 people. An ISIS affili-
ate claims responsibility.

SEPTEMBER 15

A woman with a history 
of mental health issues 
attacks four American 
women, identified as 
Boston College students, 
in France, spraying 
corrosive acid in two of 
their faces.

SEPTEMBER 17SEPTEMBER 8

A magnitude 8.1 earth-
quake strikes Mexico, 

killing at least 58 people 
and causing tsunami 

waves, collapsing build-
ings, and power outages.

SEPTEMBER 14

North Korea launches 
a missile over northern 

Japan. At the request 
of Japan and the U.S., 

the U.N. Security 
Council schedules an 

emergency meeting.

SEPTEMBER 16

The Malaysian police 
arrest seven boys sus-

pected of the fire at the 
school dormitory on 
September 13th. The 
police chief says the 

motive was caused by “a 
misunderstanding.” 

Ramush Haradinaj, the 
ex-prime minister of 
Kosovo, former leader 
of the Kosovo Libera-
tion Army, and leader of 
the center-right Alliance 
for the Future, is ap-
pointed as the country’s 
new premier.  

SEPTEMBER 9

The U.N. Security Coun-
cil approves new sanc-
tions on North Korea, 
prohibiting natural gas 
imports, textile exports, 
and the issuing of 
foreign work permits to 
North Korean workers.

SEPTEMER 11

SEPTEMBER 13

SEPTEMBER 10

Pope Francis suffers 
minor wounds on his 
face after hitting his 

head againt the “pope-
mobile,” his customized 
vehicle with bulletproof 

glass.

SEPTEMBER 12

Four planes carry-
ing humanitarian aid 
depart for Rohingya 

refugees in Bangladesh. 
More than 370,000 
Rohingya have fled 

Myanmar since August 
25th following military 

violence.

A fire in Malaysia 
blocks the exit to a 
school dormitory, kill-
ing 21 students and two 
teachers. An electrical 
short-circuit was to 
blame.

News Timeline
The Register Forum

By Fredrika Åkerman

SEPTEMBER 18

The President of Iran 
says that America will 

pay a “high cost” if 
President Trump fol-

lows through with his 
threats to end the Iran 

nuclear deal.
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Fall
Headlines

Editorial Note: The above is a work 
of satire.

Freshmen Ends up on 4th 
Floor of Arts Building 

after Being Given Faulty 
Directions

Mentor Gets Wisdom Teeth 
Pulled, Is Unable to Give 

Freshmen Advice

CRLS Students Trapped in 
Montana after Flying out to 

Take August SAT

Male Lead of West Side 
Story Actually Lives in 
West Cambridge, Audience 

Amazed

By Sophie Harrington

Only 400 CRLS Seniors 
Applying to Harvard; Guid-

ance Staff Ballistic 

Student Body President 
Tries to Write Humor 

Column, Fails Miserably 

3 CRLS Students Get in Bike 
Crash after Going through 

Darwin’s Drive-Thru

Cartoons by: Lara Garay

Photo Credit: Maeve Reilly

Photo Credit: Marilyn Attles
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By 
Max Davis

Contributing Writer 

The NFL season is fi-
nally underway after months 
of anticipation. The New 
England Patriots are com-
ing off an amazing 2016-
2017 season capped with 
a clutch comeback Super 
Bowl win. Throughout the 
NFL offseason, they bol-
stered their defense by re-
signing Malcolm Butler and 
Alan Branch, while sign-
ing pro-bowl cornerback 
Stephon Gilmore. Their of-
fense received a boost with 
the acquisitions of wide re-
ceiver Brandin Cooks from 
New Orleans and running 
back Mike Gillislee from 
Buffalo. 

This season has been 
highly anticipated for Pa-
triots fans. Before the sea-
son started, Tom Brady ap-
peared to be in his prime and 
was surrounded by possibly 
his best group of receivers 
ever. They marched into the 
NFL. Their first opponent 
was the young-but-tough 
Kansas City Chiefs roster 
lead by Alex Smith, Tyreek 
Hill, and Kareem Hunt. The 
game got off to a great start 
for the Patriots. They scored 

quickly on offense and their 
defense forced a fumble on 
the Chiefs’ very first play. 
They appeared to have all 
the momentum despite the 
Chiefs’ best efforts to slow 
them down. The score at 
halftime was 17-14 Patriots. 

The third quarter saw 
both teams mount scoring 
drives, and the Patriots ap-
peared to have the edge. 
Then, the Patriots’ defense 
fell apart. Only one min-
ute into the fourth, Chiefs 
quarterback Alex Smith 
threw a 78-yard touchdown 
to Kareem Hunt to give the 
Chiefs the lead. 

For the rest of the 
game, the Patriots’ offense 
got bottled up by the Kan-
sas City defense. The Chiefs 
ended up scoring two more 
touchdowns in the game to 
complete their unlikely 42-
27 rout of the New England 
Patriots. As junior Rachel 
Alexander put it, “It was a 
disappointing start to the 
season, but we’ll rebound.”

Many people were 
talking about how the de-
fense looked bad in the spot-
light. Junior Alfred Taylor 
echoed this after the loss: 
“Our defense is trash. We 
need our old defense back.” 
The Patriots needed to make 

a statement when they trav-
eled to New Orleans. They 
had to prove that they were 
a dominant group that was 
still the most feared team to 
play against. 

Brady entered the 
game with focus and hurled 
three touchdowns in the first 
quarter, putting the Patriots 
up comfortably at 20-3. The 
Patriots continued to domi-
nate on offense and were 
ahead 30-13 at the half. The 
defense showed tenacity 
and had only let up thirteen 
points entering the fourth. 
The Patriots easily put away 
the Saints, 36-20. 

This game proved that 
the Patriots’ defense was 
tough by 
s t o p p i n g 
one of the 
best of-
fenses in 
the league. 

As senior Max Lyman 
said, “The defense made 
a huge improvement from 
week one to week two. 
There is still a long way to 
go, but Sunday was a huge 
improvement.” This is true 
as the defense gave up mul-
tiple long plays. These long 
gains need to be stopped if 
the Patriots want to win Su-
per Bowl LII. 

These two weeks were 
drastically different for the 
Patriots but were equally 
important for the season. 
They showed both how 
weak and how dominant the 
Patriots can be. Fans can 
take away many things from 
both games. First off, Mike 
Gillislee is a great replace-
ment for Legarrette Blount 
as a goal line running back. 
Second, Rob Gronkowski is 
still dominant in the same 
way he has been, despite a 
quiet week one. However, 
his health is a huge concern 
as he had to sit out for part 
of week two with a groin 
injury. Third, the Patriots’ 
defense can be depended on 

to stop teams before the end 
zone.

Week three set the Pa-
triots against the 1-1 Hous-
ton Texans. The Texans 
have long been known as 
a defense-heavy team with 
stars like JJ Watt, Jadeveon 
Clowney, and Whitney 
Mercilus. Their offense was 
lead by Deshaun Watson, 
who had won the College 
National Championship 

Reflecting on the Patriots’ Performance So Far
last year with Clemson. The 
week was projected to be an 
easy win for the Patriots. 

The game was very 
even to begin with and saw 
the Patriots up by only one 
at the half. The score stayed 
steady until late in the fourth 
quarter, when the Texans 
put a field goal through to 
go up 33-28 with less than 
a two-and-a-half minutes re-
maining. 

Brady led the offense 
75 yards down the field and 
threw a touchdown with 23 
seconds left to put the Patri-
ots up. The game was sealed 
at 36-33. 

This game was closer 
than anyone would have ex-

pected, but 
showed the 
tenacity of 
the team. 

D e -
spite their defense being 
beaten down, they were still 
able to close out the game 
and win in the end. 

The season looks 
bright and will continue to 
shine, as many key players 
are out and are set to return 
soon. 

The Patriots’ next 
home game is on October 
1st against the Carolina 
Panthers at 1:00 PM.

“It was a disappointing start to the season, 
but we’ll rebound.”

Red Sox Season Update
By 

Shuvom Sadhuka
Contributing Writer

Fenway Park, home of the Red Sox, is a Boston landmark. 
Photo Credit: Shuvom Sadhuka 

SPORTSSPORTS

After a season of ups and 
downs, the Red Sox seem set to 
compete in the playoffs, with their 
first series against the Cleveland In-
dians or Houston Astros. The Sox 
ride a strong 90+ win record into 
October with a note-worthy mid-
September push after a lackluster 
August. This year’s team is dramat-
ically different from previous years, 
most noticeably at designated hitter, 
where former slugger David Ortiz’s 
retirement has caused a drop in 
home runs. The Sox relied heavily 
on small ball throughout the year, 
finishing in the bottom ten in home 
runs in the Major Leagues but top 
five in stolen bases and top ten in 
hits.

The pitching core, too, is dif-
ferent from the last World 
Series run. Now head-
ed by Cy Young Award 
winner and front-runner 
Chris Sale, an offseason 
acquisition via trade with 
the Chicago White Sox,  
the core outperformed already lofty 
expectations. 

Barring a few blemishes, es-

pecially against the Cleveland Indi-
ans, Sale dominated in nearly every 
start, finishing with 15+ wins and 
an ERA under 3.00. His only rival 
in the American League (AL) is Co-
rey Kluber, who battled back from 
an elbow injury and slightly edged 
out Sale in the ERA, wins, and 
WAR columns, positioning him-
self as the frontrunner for the Cy 
Young Award. Behind Sale, the Sox 
have developed a decent amount 
of depth, including last year’s Cy 
Young winner Rick Porcello, who 
returned to form in August and Sep-
tember after a rough start to the sea-
son, and an increasingly dominant 
Drew Pomeranz. The Sox bullpen 
also boasts a top three ERA in the 
Majors.

On the offensive side, August 
call-up Rafael Devers has been 
playing almost perfectly, accumu-
lating ten HRs, .303 average, and 

26 RBIs at the time of this writ-
ing, impressive for any player, let 
alone a 20-year-old rookie with less 

than 60 games. The lineup also fea-
tures rightfielder Mookie Betts, last 
year’s runner up for most valuable 
player, and Dustin Pedroia, Bos-
ton’s gritty second fielder now in 
his eleventh season. With a playoff  

berth secured, the Sox are 
positioned to face either 
the Cleveland Indians 
or Houston Astros in the 
ALDS, with the Astros 
looking increasingly like-
ly to be their first round 

opponents.  Houston is enjoying a 
resurgence after many seasons at 
the bottom of the AL Central, led by 

sweet hitting Jose Altuve and mid-
season acquisition Justin Verlander.  

However, the road to the 
World Series will almost certainly 
go through the red-hot Cleveland 
Indians, who set an AL record for 
most consecutive wins with 22 in 
late August and early September. 
Cleveland eliminated Boston in 
last year’s ALDS in a humiliating 
three game sweep and seem poised 
to make a run at the World Series 
again. The Red Sox, meanwhile, 
will need to find a suitable playoff 
roster and fix up some pieces if they 
want a shot at a championship.

 The Sox ride a strong 90+ win record 
into October with a note-worthy mid-Sep-

tember push after a lackluster August.
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Similar to most high school 
athletes, junior Ben Eckstein goes 
to practice after school, does work-
outs, and trains as hard as he can 
for his competitions. But unlike 
other student athletes in the school, 
Eckstein’s team isn’t made up of 
his classmates. He competitively 
climbs for Central Rock Water-
town, a club team.

The high school doesn’t of-
fer a climbing team, but accord-
ing to Eckstein, it could be a good 
idea. “It’s definitely much more of 
an individual sport. You have your 
own workouts, your own schedule 
to practice,” Eckstein said, “but 
there’s still a team and a community 
aspect of it.”

Eckstein isn’t the only one 
who plays for a team other than the 
Falcons. Junior Jonas Hansen is the 
captain of the school fencing team, 
but he also competes for Olympia 
Fencing, a club team in Cambridge.

According to Hansen, there are 
a lot of differences between his club 
team and the school team,  player 
experience being one of them. “The 
majority of people doing the school 
team are new to fencing, and people 
in the club have many years of ex-
perience,” Hansen said. “A few of 
us are going to international tourna-
ments, and then the school is just 
fencing for the school.”

Although his club team is 
more competitive, Hansen said that 
the school team does have a draw of 
its own: community.

“For my personal fencing ca-
reer, I would prefer going to these 
n a t i o n a l 
t o u r n a -
m e n t s , ” 
H a n s e n 
said. “But 
t e a c h i n g 
other peo-
ple how 
to fence at 
the school 
is awe-
some—it’s 
more of a 
team. The 
club is 
more indi-
vidual and 
fractured, 
but at the 
s c h o o l , 
you have a 
strong team 
sense.”

S e -
nior Dani-
elle Reeves 
also plays 
on two 
teams. She 
plays de-
fense for the girls varsity soccer 
team, but she also plays for a club 
team called GPS Metro Boston. 

According to Reeves, the 

By 
Vera Targoff

Contributing Writer 

coaching for the two teams is very 
different, but in terms of team bond-
ing, she does feel that one is stron-
ger than the other.

“I would say I’m closer with 
my school 
t e a m , ” 
R e e v e s 
said. “I 
know them 
outside of 
soccer.” 

Tradi-
tions such 
as wear-
ing their 
jerseys on 
game days 
makes the 
s c h o o l 
team feel 
closer to 
each oth-
er, says 
Reeves.

“ I t ’ s 
more of a 
team-fee l 
with the 
s c h o o l , ” 
she con-
c l u d e d . 
“[Wearing 
j e r s e y s ] 
shows that 
we’re one 

unit.”
The Massachusetts Interscho-

lastic Athletic Association (MIAA) 
recognizes that with students play-

ing on school and club teams, it’s 
possible that an athlete could miss 
a practice or game because of an 
out-of-school commitment. Rule 45 
in the MIAA handbook states that 
“members of a school team are pre-
cluded from missing a high school 
practice or competition in order to 
participate in a non-school athletic 
activity/event in any sport recog-
nized by the MIAA.” According to 
the handbook, a first offense against 
this rule is a suspension for 25% of 
the season, and a second offense is 
additional suspension for another 
25% of the season, and an ineligi-
bility to compete in the State Tour-
nament. 

Director of Athletics Tom Ar-
ria said that being on a team creates 
a valuable life lesson for student 
athletes. “You are committed to 
each other, you’re there for [each 
other], you’re doing the best you 
can do, you’re working hard and all 
working towards a common goal,” 
Arria said. 

Arria also said that although 
club teams may offer different op-
portunities for athletes, playing for 
Cambridge is something that you 
can’t replicate. The experience of 
“wearing the city name on your 
chest, being with your peers who 
you grew up with and you see ev-
ery day” is unlike any other sport-
ing experience, he said. Arria con-
cluded, “I believe sincerely that 
there’s nothing like representing 
your home school team.” 

Club Sports Offer Different Athletic Opportunities

Orienteering Officially Added 
as a CRLS Sport This Fall

Before orienteering was an official CRLS sport, Cambridge students 
competed in orienteering in 2016..

  Photo Courtesy of: Dave Yee Photography
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You may have seen the 
orange and white 3D fab-
ric triangles on poles set up 
outside school and thought, 
“What’s the government up 
to now?”  

But even though ori-
enteering was invented as 

a training exercise for mili-
tary officers, the feds have 
nothing to do with this ac-
tivity.

Sports have always 
been a test of physical traits, 
but orienteering seeks to 
test the competitor’s men-
tal strength as well. Orien-
teering pushes boundaries, 
incorporating not only the 
physical activity of running, 
but also the mental art of 
navigation, forcing orien-
teers to drop their Google 
Maps for a paper one and 
a compass to find their way 
around a set course as fast 
as possible. 

The fall season is be-
ing used as an entry point 
into orienteering, for new 
recruits to learn the rules 
and tricks of the sport and 
train in preparation for the 
more competitive spring 
season.  One of the reasons 
that CRLS has chosen to 
make orienteering an offi-
cial sport here now is that 

this coming spring brings 
the Junior National Orien-
teering Championships to 
Massachusetts.  Rindge is 
seizing its opportunity to 
make a name for itself in the 
sport, partly due to its rela-
tively new popularity.

“CRLS is really lead-
ing the way in terms of in-
terscholastic competitions 
and support for the sport,” 
Athletic Director Tom Arria 
said.

In addition to get-
ting some silverware from 
competitions, the school is 
interested in orienteering’s 
alternative athletic appeal.  
While most sports might 
attract athletes based main-
ly on 
phys i -
c a l 
p r o w -
ess in 
specific 
areas, Arria says that ori-
enteering “provides an op-
portunity for students who 

are not currently involved 
in extracurricular activities 
through the school to be 
a part of Rindge’s athletic 
program.” CRLS has decid-
ed to invest time and money 

into the sport partly because 
of the school’s commitment 
to fitness in its student body, 
and so that orienteering can 

Pictured: An orienteering poster 
hanging at school.

Photo Credit:  Vera Targoff

Senior Danielle Reeves plays soccer for CRLS and for 
a club team; junior Ben Eckstein climbs for a club in 
Watertown. 

Photo Credit (from top): Jackson Hardin, Ben Eckstein

By 
Julian Baxandall

Contributing Writer

“CRLS is really leading the way in terms of inter-
scholastic competitions and support for the sport.”

pose another way to fulfill 
the school’s gym require-
ment while also engaging in 
fun physical activity.

So, if you are looking 
for a fun, mentally stimu-

lat ing, 
a n d 
phys i -
c a l l y 

rigourous sport, you may 
want to consider picking up 
a compass and trying your 
hand at orienteering.
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FALL SPORTS PREVIEW

Boys Soccer
After a dismal campaign last year, the boys soccer team is set to 
have a bounceback year with a competitive, hard-working squad. 
After a tough 1-2 start, the team bounced back with a 2-0 win 
against  Acton-Boxborough. However, they recognize that a tough 
schedule lies ahead. “We’ve had great performances and bad ones, 
and we still have a long way to go to make the tournament, but 

we’re excited to see what we can do,” said captain Ethan 
Rothenberg ‘18.

Boys Cross Country
After a long summer of training, the boys cross country team is 
excited to get back to racing. With an experienced senior core, 
the group is looking to get state-ranked through successive high-
placing finishes in upcoming meets. With encouraging results in 
their first scrimmage, the team is feeling positive heading into 
their opening meet. “We will [achieve success] through dedica-
tion to the schedule and destroying workouts,” said captain Pilli 

Cruz de-Jesus ‘18. 

Girls Cross Country

With a few meets already canceled because of the weather, the girls 
cross country team is eager to start piling up wins this year. With 
many motivated underclassmen, the team’s future looks bright. 
“This year we got a lot of new freshmen, and they have been really 
committed to the team, which is super exciting because we lost a 
bunch of seniors last year and the team looked like it was getting 

smaller,” commented captain Julia Naganuma-Carreras ‘18. 

Girls Volleyball

The girls volleyball team is off to another strong start this year, 
with a 5-2 record in their first few weeks of play. “I think we have 
a lot of strengths this year. ... We focus a lot on small details in 
order to read the game better, which has been extremely helpful 
this year,” said captain Lorra Marseille ‘18. For the team, nothing 
short of a deep playoff run is expected as they look to continue 

their domination of the Dual County League.

Orienteering

The school’s newest sport is off to a great start as the orienteer-
ing team looks to increase its membership and integrate quickly 
into the system of school sports. For more, see Julian Baxandall’s 

blurb on page 18.

Boys Crew
The boys crew team continues to look to push itself higher in 
regattas this year, building off of some of their best results ever 
in the past year. With a boat going to nationals and a 19th place 
finish at the Head of the Charles in the past year, the core group 
is aiming high. Speaking on their results from past years, captain 
Max Ingersoll ‘18 is focused. “This year, we hope to top [our past 
finishes] and continue to prove that public schools can outper-

form ‘elite’ private institutions.”

Girls Crew

Golf

Despite a tough start to their season, the golf team remains opti-
mistic about the future of the team and feels that their leadership 
is taking them in the right direction. “With the leadership of cap-
tains Miles Wilson and Eli Zibello paired with the coaching of 
legendary Coach Pags, the team has great potential this season,” 

said senior David Lubbock. 

The Register Forum

By Freddie Gould

Girls Soccer
After reaching the playoffs last year, the girls soccer team looks 
to build on its success with an experienced core group of players. 
Although they have been plagued by injuries and low numbers of 
players so far, the team isn’t letting a slow start get them down. 
Captain Maggie Pimlott ‘18 believes in the team’s success, say-
ing, “We can definitely compete with the top teams. ... This year 
is not a building year as the majority [of team members] are all 
seniors who have played with each other for a fairly long time.”

Football
With only a few games under their belt, the football team has al-
ready endured a pair of heartbreaking losses, but they remain con-
fident in their team’s ability to make a playoff push. The team is 
looking to build on last year’s playoff berth and find success in a 
tough league, but it won’t come easy. With an explosive offense 
and a strong senior group, captain Reggie Dessources ’18 says that 
“the passion and heart that motivates everyone to win” will be key 

in their upcoming games.

In the first month of the season, the girls crew team already ap-
pears to be off to a strong start, with the top boat placing second in 
the Community Rowing, Inc. Fall Classic Regatta. However, the 
team will have to adjust to some changes this year. “Something 
new this season is that we’re racing the Head of the Quinsigamond 
in singles rather than a four,” said senior Emma Andrew. Though 
former Coach Kate will be greatly missed, the team is supported 
by the leadership of their new coach, Coach Davie, as well as cap-

tain Jordan Rosenthal ‘18.
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CRLS SOCCER 

the first quarter—was ecstatic, but 
cautious. As the clock ticked, Low-
ell inched closer towards the end 
zone. With four seconds to go, they 
made a field goal, ending the game 
in the lead by only one point: 62-61. 

The coach of varsity football, 
Roy Howard, told the Register Fo-
rum before the game that he hopes 
that the team competes “until the 
last whistle.” Reggie Dessources, 
a senior who plays on the football 
team, echoed Coach Howard’s sen-
timents: “Every second, every yard 
matters in the game.” 

As for football at CRLS, Des-
sources says the Falcons have 
something special: “I love the team 
we have now because we have 
heart. ... We’re ready for any team 
that comes our way.”

While the football game was 
the main event of the night, Black-

Blackout
Continued from page 1

Boys Soccer beat Newton South 4-1 in their home opener on September 11th; the Girls Soccer home opener was September 19th and they lost 3-1 to Acton-Boxborough.
Photo Credit: Jackson Hardin (Girls Soccer) and Cam Poklop (Boys Soccer)

The Blackout game took place on September 15th at Russell Field.
Photo Credit: Marilyn Attles

out is always so much more than 
just the four quarters.

Junior Alia Farah, who has 
been to Blackouts every year 
she’s been at Rindge, spoke about 
what Blackout means to her. “The 
grade feels more united, and we’re 
so pumped for senior year, we’re 
ready,” she said. “I’m ready, bro.”

For freshmen, Blackout is 
one of the first all-school gather-
ing that 9th graders can participate 
in. Freshman Zavier Dunbar said, 
“It was fun. I got to see a lot of my 
friends who I didn’t think went to 
football games.”

“Falcon Pride was present and 
I felt that that the school came to-
gether as one,” said senior Bmenet 
Girum. Girum has been to every 
Blackout throughout his time at 
Rindge and said he’ll miss the post-
game gatherings. “It is amazing 
how everybody appreciates each 
other outside of school,” he con-
cluded.
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