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The RF sat down with the 
director of RSTA to talk 
about the history of the pro-
gram and its goals.

With municipal elections 
approaching, it’s a good 
time to consider the impor-
tance of local government.
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CRLS Girls Crew (pictured) had one boat in the Head of the Charles, and the boys team entered two boats. 
Photo Credit:  Jackson Hardin

Dr. Shi, Chinese Program Receive Grant for 
“Confucius Classroom” at CRLS  

By
Vera Targoff

Contributing Writer

On October 9th, the Fitzgerald 
Theatre was filled with students of 
all grades and classes who came to-
gether to celebrate Chinese teacher 
Dr. Shi’s receiving of the Confucius 
Classroom grant from the Confu-
cius Institute at UMass Boston. 
Students in the audience witnessed 
the presentation of the grant and a 
celebratory performance by an arts 
troupe from the Zhejiang Univer-
sity of China.

The Confucius Classroom is 
a grant given to schools across the 
world. According to the website of 
the Confucius Institute, its purpose 
is “to help students better under-
stand China by teaching language 
and culture at schools.” 

Baifeng Sun, the director of 
the Confucius Institute at UMass 

Boston, kicked off the ceremony by 
presenting a plaque for the Confu-
cius Classroom to Dr. Shi. Sun then 
gave a short speech emphasizing 
the importance of learning other 
languages and experiencing other 
cultures. 

By
Sun-Jung Yum

Managing Editor

One Student, 
One Laptop

Continued on page 8
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Head of the 
Charles Chromebooks boot up in sev-

en seconds, do not need to be up-
dated, and have a battery life that 
lasts throughout the school day. For 
these reasons, many schools, in-
cluding CRLS, have promoted the 
use of these devices in recent years. 
Starting this fall, the Cambridge 
Public School District has taken a 
another step, kick-starting an initia-
tive that provides all 498 students 
in the freshman class at CRLS—
since no students opted out—with 
free Chromebooks to use at school 
and at home throughout their high 
school career, and even after they 
graduate.

“Our goal is for all students to 
have 24/7 access to digital resources 
to support their learning, and giving 
all students a device for use in and 
outside of the classroom will make 
this possible,” explained CRLS 
Instructional Technology Special-
ist Nicole Hart. Giving freshmen 
Chromebooks is just one step in 
CRLS’ effort to promote equity and 
utilize digital resources, like the “G-
Suite for Education” and programs 
such as WeVideo.

Plans to make CRLS a one-to-
one school, a school that provides 
each student with their own device, 
began in early 2015. The process 
started with discussions among 
teachers and administrators, includ-
ing Assistant Director of Education-
al Technology Gina Roughton. “In 
all the conversation and feedback 
[in staff discussions], there was a 
loud message that we needed to go 
one-to-one,” Roughton explained.

With a slight increase in the 
“Education Technology” budget this 
year, CPSD was able to implement 
this program with a two-year roll-
out. This year, 1,000 Chromebooks 
were purchased by CRLS; 498 are 
being issued to freshmen, while the 
rest have been divided between 21 
carts that will stay in assigned class-

“We are proud of the students 
who are interested in the culture, 
who are learning Chinese or learn-
ing any other cultures,” Sun said. 
“It means a lot not only to you, but 

Students from the Zhejiang University performed in the Fitzgerald Theatre.
Photo Credit: Jake Stout

Continued on page 20
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Activist Hollis Watkins Visits CRLS

On September 29th, 
students from several class-
es gathered in the Pearl K. 
Wise Library to listen to 
Hollis Watkins, the son of 
sharecroppers. Watkins was 
a member of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC) dur-
ing what was known as the 
“Freedom Summer.” Tak-
ing place in Mississippi in 
1964, the summer had the 
goal of empowering black 
Americans by getting 
them registered to 
vote. The movement 
faced serious resis-
tance, and arrests and 
violence were com-
monplace. 

Watkins, who 
did most of his work 
in McComb, recalled 
what it was like to 
live in Mississippi 
at that time. He ex-
plained that it was 
an unspoken rule that 
black people stepped 
off the sidewalk when white 
people were passing, and 
that black men had to be es-
pecially careful about mak-
ing eye contact with white 
women for fear of being ac-
cused of “eyeball rape.” He 
also shared his account of 
being arrested for protesting 
and being sent to a maxi-
mum security state prison 
where he shared a six-by-
six foot jail cell with four-
teen other men. 

According to Watkins, 
helping to get people regis-

By 
Robert Shapiro

Contributing Writer

tered to vote kept him mo-
tivated through many trials 
and tribulations; he made 
sure to celebrate any small 
victories. In addition to au-
thoring Brother Hollis: The 
Sankofa of a Movement 
Man, Watkins is the found-
er and current president 
of Southern Echo, a group 
which works to promote and 
develop leadership skills in 
African-American residents 
of rural Mississippi towns. 

Words of wisdom and 
stories weren’t the only 
thing Watkins shared with 
the group. He also led ev-

eryone in songs with lyrics 
like: “Ain’t scared of no-
body cause I want my free-
dom,” and, “Get on board 
children, children. Let’s 
fight for human rights.” The 
songs added to the experi-
ence of students like senior 
Tara Jones, who said, “I 
liked that he included some 
of the spirituals and the 
songs that they used. I feel 
like it helped students feel 
more close and relate to that 
time.” However, those who 
were unable to make the 

event did not entirely miss 
out, as some of Watkins’ 
singing is on the album Sing 
For Freedom: The Story of 
the Civil Rights Movement 
Through Its Songs, which 
can be found on Spotify.

Watkins made clear 
that his intentions were to 
emphasize the importance 
of collaboration between 
veterans of earlier move-
ments and the youth. He ad-
vised those looking to make 
change to try to learn from 
the past. Many teachers, 
including Ms. FitzGerald, 
appreciated his advice. She 

said, “I think it’s 
really important 
for young people, 
especially young 
people interested 
in activism and 
justice, [to know] 
that they are part 
of a long tradi-
tion.” 

The talk 
ended with Wat-
kins leading the 
crowd in one last 
song about freeing 
Nelson Mandela. 

As senior Jonathan Cenes-
car, who was in attendance 
and helped lead the singing, 
said, “I think his words and 
wisdom were very power-
ful, and it definitely spoke 
to me.” 

At a time when our 
country is especially divid-
ed and many feel that the 
future looks bleak, the posi-
tivity of a man who has cre-
ated change before is inspir-
ing and serves as a reminder 
of what we can do working 
together. 

Pictured: Hollis Watkins speaking in the CRLS library.
Photo Credit: Robert Shapiro 
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Club Day Celebrates Extracurricular Activity at CRLS

On September 27th 
and 28th during all lunches, 
the CRLS media cafe and 
bagel benches were bus-
tling with students of all 
grades who were interested 
in exploring Club Day. Club 
Day, organized by Student 
Government, gives students 
an opportunity to decide 
what clubs they may be in-
terested in joining.

More than fifty clubs 
are offered at Rindge, typi-
cally focusing on culture, 
community service, and 
hobbies. At Club Day, many 
of these clubs are featured 
at booths run by enthusi-
astic members of the club 
where students can sign up 
and ask questions. Junior 
Grace Austin, who helps to 
organize Club Day, says she 
loves “the energy … Ev-
eryone is excited to try new 
things and so many differ-
ent parts of CRLS are ex-
hibited.”

Many stu-
dents feel that 
CRLS offers clubs 
that interest them 
and that Club 
Day is helpful in discover-
ing these clubs. Leo Austin-
Spooner, a freshman who 
attended the annual event, 
commented on his experi-
ence at Club Day, saying 
he truly “had a really good 
time wandering around and 
talking to people about their 
clubs.” 

Students, includ-
ing Austin-Spooner, often 

By 
Honor O’Shaughnessy

Contributing Writer

hear about Club Day from 
teachers, members of clubs, 
and announcements made 
throughout the school. 
For example, junior Gilli 
Danenberg, who is the co-
leader of the Jewish Heri-
tage Club, says she told her 
freshman mentees “how im-
portant it is to get involved 
because it is so easy to get 
lost in high school.” Danen-
berg continued, encourag-
ing students to attend Club 
Day, saying, “Club Day is 
vital [at] CRLS because it 
is a way for freshmen … to 
get to know the school, its 
people, and its culture.”

Students often feel 
pressured to join clubs and 
the crowded booths at Club 
Day can be overwhelming 
for many. Junior Jemma 
Kepner reflected on Club 
Day, describing it as “a bit 
of a whirlwind.”

A u s t i n - S p o o n e r 
agreed, saying, “There are 
an insane amount of clubs 
to choose from.” However, 
he added that the chaos of 
Club Day demonstrates 

the amount of “interesting 
opportunities there are at 
school.” 

Most of the time, stu-
dents are able to find a club 
that attracts them, although 
this is not always the case. 
Students usually attempt to 
create new clubs when they 
do not find their niche or 
when they feel that it is es-
sential for a certain club to 

be added. 
The Club Committee 

was created by Vice-Princi-
pal Tynes at the end of last 
year and is comprised of 
members from the largest 
clubs in school. The com-
mittee was created to re-
ceive student input during 
the club creation process in 
order to make the procedure 
more efficient. 

Any CRLS student 
who did not attend Club 

Day can still par-
ticipate in clubs. 
To become a club 
member after 
Club Day, senior 
Jahnavi Zonder-

van recommends contacting 
the club’s advisor or some-
one on the Club Commit-
tee for more information. 
Clerks in the main office 
can also help students find 
clubs and further informa-
tion on clubs can be found 
on the CRLS website. 

Kepner reminds stu-
dents, “It is never ‘too late’ 
to start [attending] a club!”

Club Day on September 27th and 28th gave CRLS students the opportunity to represent their clubs to peers.
Photo Credit: Stella Engel-Werman

“Everyone is excited to try new 
things and so many different parts 

of CRLS are exhibited.”
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On October 10th, the Neigh-
borhood and Long Term Planning 
Committee, a branch of the City 
Council, held a meeting “to discuss 
and receive feedback on bike safety 
related issues.” Many Cambridge 
residents spoke at this meeting, 
some for the new protected bike 
lanes and some against. The Com-
mittee cut the meeting short after 
two and a half hours, with three 
hours of testimony still to go. 20 
minutes in, they had to take away 
the speaking list to stop people 
from adding any more names. 

Small businesses such as 
Skenderian Apothecary, a fam-
ily owned business on Cambridge 
Street, spoke out against the lanes. 
They argued that the narrowed 
streets were an inconvenience for 
everyone using the road. 

According to Robert Skend-
erian, the parking spots were made 
“the minimum width they need to 
be.” He told the Register Fo-
rum that the width is suitable 
for his Prius, but not for larg-
er cars. “If you have a handi-
capped van,” says Skenderian, 
“Or a minivan with ... sick 
kids, you’ll be getting out into the 
travel lane.” 

The narrowed streets also pose 
a problem for large vehicles driving 
by, such as ambulances. On some 
streets, bump-outs have been in-

stalled with the intention of slowing 
traffic and making the streets safer 
for bicyclists. However, cars now 
have to find side streets to get out 
of the path of ambulances instead of 
merely pulling over. 

On Cambridge Street, this is 
seen as especially problematic con-
sidering the nearby hospital. Skend-
erian argues that the bump-outs are 
an inconvenience for both drivers 
and bikers because “you create ... 
essentially a funnel that pushes the 
bikes and the cars and the emergen-
cy vehicles closer together … giv-
ing a greater chance of having an 
accident.” 

 Ezra Rudel ‘19, a founding 
member of the Bicycle Advocacy 
Group at CRLS, agrees that the 
width of the streets are a potential 
inconvenience to vehicles, but says 
that the real issue is the sheer num-
ber of cars. He cites the example 
of Rindge Avenue, a narrow street 
without any bike lanes that becomes 
completely gridlocked during rush 
hour. 

Junior Max Katz-Christy adds, 

“What it seems like to me is that … 
we’re going in a certain direction, 
[and] at a certain point, cars are just 
going to make no sense.” 

Rudel argues that bump-outs 
are beneficial for narrow streets. In 

addition to slowing traffic, they also 
help ambulances turn corners more 
quickly since they prevent cars from 
parking too close to the corner. 

He also recognizes that streets 
with bike lanes, bump 
outs, and bus stops “take 
up too much space and in-
convenience a lot of peo-
ple,” but says that with the 
resources and time avail-

able to the city for the construction, 
it was the best they could come up 
with. He adds that “it is more im-
portant that they are here now and 
imperfect as opposed to two years 
later and better designed.”

For a while, the city engineers 
didn’t listen to input from Cam-
bridge residents, according to Sk-
enderian. The October 10th meeting 
was one of the first times the city 
opened the issue of bike lanes up 
for discussion. 

From the apparent tension of 
the meeting, he is hoping that city 
employees realize that what they 
have done is not as efficient as 
they thought it  would be, and that 
they will focus on achieving an 
end product that benefits both par-
ties equally. Skenderian concludes, 
“The road shouldn’t benefit one 
group [over] another.” 

Conversation about Protected Bike Lanes Continues
By 

Ella Russell
Contributing Writer

“At a certain point, cars
 are just going to make no sense.”

Nobel Laureate Eric Cornell Speaks to CRLS Students

Nobel laureates are the 
celebrities of science: They 
hold the admiration of the 
scientific community for 
their work. However, rare-
ly do students—especially 
high school students—get 
the opportunity to interact 
with them. CRLS science 
students were fortunate to 
meet one such celebrity 
when Eric Cornell visited 
the Cambridge Public Li-
brary in mid-September.

Dr. Cornell, a former 
Rindge 
student 
w h o 
moved 
to Cali-
fo rn ia 
before his senior year, ex-
plained his groundbreaking 
research on Bose-Einstein 
Condensates (BECs) which 
won him and two others the 
Nobel Prize in 2001. A BEC 
is a state of matter that oc-
curs when certain atoms, 

By 
Shuvom Sadhuka

Contributing Writer

known as bosonic atoms, 
are cooled so that they fall 
to the lowest quantum state 
(i.e. the lowest possible en-
ergy state).

The theory of BECs 
was developed in a series of 
exchanges between Indian 
physicist Satyendra Nath 
Bose and world renowned 
physicist Albert Einstein. 
When cooled nearly to ab-
solute zero, the point at 
which all motion stops, 
Bose and Einstein proposed 
that specific forms of mat-
ter known as bosonic mat-
ter would condense to one 
superstate in which distinc-

tions between individual at-
oms vanish.

However, it would be 
seventy years until a group 
of scientists, including Dr. 
Cornell, would successfully 
create a Bose-Einstein Con-
densate. Dr. Cornell first ex-

plained the theoretical back-
ground behind his research 
with clever metaphors and 
simplifications, such as ex-
plaining the Heisenberg 
Uncertainty Principle with 
the phrase “the more you 
know about a particle’s mo-
mentum, the less you know 
about its position.”

After his lecture, Dr. 
Cornell took some time to 
answer questions from the 
audience. At one point, he 
went into the backstory of 
his missing arm: In 2004, 
a few years after his Nobel 
win, Dr. Cornell was di-
agnosed with necrotizing 

fasciitis, a 
flesh eat-
ing bac-
teria. Dr. 
C o r n e l l ’s 
only option 

was arm amputation, which 
occurred while he was in a 
month-long coma.

He also briefly elabo-
rated on his time at Rindge 
and his interest in science, 
saying, “I always knew I 
was interested in science—

Dr. Eric Cornell spoke at the Cambridge Public Library.
Photo Credit: Shuvom Sadhuka 

“[Dr. Cornell] enraptured the audience and 
made [complex concepts] accessible to kids who 
maybe hadn’t even taken freshman physics yet.”

I was into building rockets 
and doing experiments and 
all—but my physics class 
at CRLS convinced me I 
wanted to be a physicist,” 
he said, also acknowledging 
Mr. Samp, his now-retired 
physics teacher, in the audi-
ence.

Senior Talia Spitz was 
especially impressed with 
the presentation, remarking, 

“[Dr. Cornell] enraptured 
the audience and made con-
cepts as complex as super-
fluids accessible to kids who 
maybe hadn’t even taken 
freshman physics yet.”

Dr. Cornell concluded  
by encouraging all students 
to engage actively in their 
science classes and carve 
out some place for science 
in their academic careers.

A bike lane outside of Harvard Square allows bicycles to have a separate place to ride-
but takes away from space on the street for cars.

Photo Credit: Vera Targoff
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An Interview with RSTA Director Dr. Ananis

RSTA Executive Director Dr. Michael Ana-
nis sat down with the Register Forum this month 
to discuss the history of the RSTA program and 
its goals for the future. Our interview with Dr. 
Ananis will be printed in two parts. Look for 
part two next month in our November edition, or 
read the full interview online at registerforum.
org. This interview has been edited for clarity 
and concision.

Register Forum: How would you describe the 
RSTA program to somebody new to CRLS?
Michael Ananis: RSTA is the career 
and technical education department of 
CRLS. We’re not a separate school and 
there’s no admission criteria, although 
there is a system for selecting students 
whenever we are oversubscribed to a 
particular class. 

RSTA provides opportunities for 
CRLS students to explore potential ca-
reers that they may be interested in or 
just want to know more about, and we 
do that through exploratory courses and 
career counseling. With regards to ca-
reer counseling, by the way, we are try-
ing to infuse more and more activities 
throughout CRLS for all students, not 
just those who are enrolled in RSTA. 

The second, probably most impor-
tant part of RSTA is that we offer twelve 
different career pathways for students 
in a sequenced series of courses—we 
call them “Level 1,” “Level 2,” “Level 
3”—in each of these twelve areas. Typi-
cally, students enroll in one of these as 
a sophomore and continue with them 
for three years. The curriculum is based 
upon frameworks that are established by 
the [Massachusetts] Department of El-
ementary and Secondary Education and is also 
supported by program advisory committees in 
each of the twelve areas. 

Teachers in these areas ask real practitio-
ners in the fields or related fields, “What will 
students need to know and be able to do in order 
to be successful in these fields?” Our curriculum 
is continually being modified to provide students 
with the most up-to-date and current practice and 
understanding of the various careers. 

RF: For those unfamiliar with the history of 
the Rindge Technical School, can you provide 
a little 
b a c k -
ground?
MA: It all 
started in 
1888 with 
F r e d e r -
ick Rindge, who inherited a significant sum of 
money and donated a large part of it to the city 
of Cambridge, including for the establishment of 
a school. The first name of the school was the 
Cambridge Manual Training School for Boys. … 
Men would usually go only through maybe the 
sixth grade, unless they were going to become a 
physician or a minister or a lawyer, and would 
typically leave school and practice skills in some 
kind of a trade. Frederick Rindge thought that it 
was essential for a future workplace that we keep 

By 
Grace Ramsdell
Editor-in-Chief

these young men in school and teach them skills 
like carpentry or forge—blacksmithing was very 
important at the time—firefighting skills, and 
others while in school, which also would give 
them the opportunity to remain in school and 
learn other academic skills. 

When he left Cambridge [due to poor 
health], he turned the school over to the city 
of Cambridge, which immediately called it the 
Rindge High School. It was located exactly on 
the spot where the main building is now. … It 
came under the auspices of Cambridge Public 
Schools and in 1933, the buildings where they 
had originally started the school had fallen into 
disrepair, and so they replaced it with the one 
that we’re in now, the light gray, sandstone kind 

of building we call the main building at Rindge. 
...

[After renovations,] it opened up as Rindge 
Technical High School in 1933. My dad gradu-
ated that year, and his yearbook contains pictures 
of the brand new Rindge School, which when I 
was growing up in Cambridge was one of two 
public high schools in Cambridge. ...

And that’s the way it was until 1978, when 
Cambridge High and Latin was really falling 
apart and the city had to decide what to do. They 
noticed also that enrollments had been declining, 
so the City Council and the School Committee 

decided to 
merge the 
two [high 
schoo ls ] 
into one 
school in 
1978, and 

that’s what we have now. 

RF: The RSTA program seems to have deep 
ties to the community. What are some ways 
that the program collaborates with the broad-
er Cambridge community?
MA: We understand that careers and jobs are 
evolving—we recognize the influence of tech-
nology in that work—so we’re continually at-
tempting to infuse our curricula with technology 
and the practical changes and evolving aspects 

of work out there. In order to do that, we rely on 
these program advisory committees. 

At the first level of planning and design-
ing what our programs are, we bring in advisory 
members from the community. These are manag-
ers, leaders, supervisors, HR [human resources] 
personnel, and presidents and vice-presidents of 
companies who are in the same fields [that RSTA 
students study]. 

Biotechnology is a good example because 
Cambridge is the center of the biotechnology 
universe. Our advisory committee in biotechnol-
ogy includes probably three or four professors 
from MIT and Harvard who are teaching col-
lege and graduate-level kids things about this 
field. They share with us [RSTA] what they’re 

teaching. We also have, on the advisory 
committee, people at different levels of 
the administration and the workforce 
at Biogen Idec, Genzyme, and some of 
the smaller biotech companies to inform 
us about what they’re doing and what 
are the things that people need to know 
about this field. Our biotechnology fac-
ulty takes that information and translates 
it into instructional practice for our kids. 
That’s at one level, on the design level. 

On the practice: This is really im-
portant for everything that we do in 
RSTA—not only do we want kids to 
have the knowledge, but we want them 
to apply the skills that they have learned. 
We rely on real-life work activities, and 
that falls generally into two categories. 
One is what we call Live Work. People 
from the community come and ask us, 
“Can you provide us with posters for 
this event or this activity?” So in the de-
sign shop and the print shop, we actually 
do things like that for clients outside. 
That’s just one example. We’re asked 
to cater meals for events outside, we’re 
asked to build sheds for other schools, 
the city...our carpentry shop gets busy in 

those regards. … 
The other work experience that’s really im-

portant is in something we call Cooperative Edu-
cation. It’s for seniors who are in their third year 
of a RSTA program. When they have achieved a 
level of proficiency in the field, whatever it is—
whether it’s carpentry or computer science or 
design or culinary—if they’re interested, we will 
find a job for them during school time, and they 
get paid by our community partners. … 

I have to mention, health assisting is one of 
our big ones. Virtually all of our Level 3 seniors 
in health assisting in their senior year go to either 
Mount Auburn Hospital or one of the Cambridge 
hospitals or Spaulding. They work [as Certified 
Nursing Assistants] typically starting at 7:30 in 
the morning until the end of block two, when 
they return to the school. ... They’ll make $15 
an hour, work maybe ten to fifteen hours a week 
for their senior year. Those kids typically go on 
to nursing schools or other professional schools 
having had real work experience. 

Beyond that, every one of our programs 
also solicits support from the community in a 
number of other ways [via] guest speakers, mock 
interviews, and field trips to various workplaces 
to demonstrate the kind of work that people in 
the community are doing. We’re heavily steeped 
in the practical aspects of preparing our kids for 
fields that they’ve chosen and that they’re inter-
ested in. 

Dr. Ananis grew up in Cambridge and started working at CRLS in 2004.
Photo Credit: Grace Ramsdell 

“We understand that careers and jobs are evolving, so 
we’re continually attempting to infuse our curricula 

with technology and the practical changes.”

On the History and Goals of the Rindge School of Technical Arts at CRLS
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Interviews on the Importance of Reading
Teenagers in 2017 are consuming information faster than ever before. There have been astounding technological advancements over the last two 
decades, such as the mainstream integration of smartphones and social media. But as a result, books and other forms of print media are sometimes 

regarded as a thing of the past or things that are exclusively associated with dreaded homework assignments. Is reading 
books unimportant and “boring”? The Register Forum consulted a CRLS English teacher and two of our school’s librarians 

to ask their opinions about why it is important to read.  

“‘Books are a cheap ticket to travel.’ They can 
take you places that you otherwise wouldn’t 

be able to go.”

By Alexandra Holland

Pictured: Librarians Emily Houston (left) and Kendall Boninti (right) posing with some of their favorite books.
Photo Credit: Vera Targoff

Register Forum: Do you like to read yourself? 
What are your favorite genres of books?
Nathan Clifford, English teacher: Yes, I love to 
read. My favorite genres of books are fantasy, 
horror, [and] teen literature. I have a soft spot for 
The Hunger Games and Harry Potter, and a lot 
of imaginative and creative worlds.
Emily Houston, librarian: Absolutely. I like real-
istic fiction, fantasy, [or] sci-fi.
Kendall Boninti, librarian: I have become a 
reader as an adult, but I would say I have gone 
through non-reader phases in my life. But now, 
yeah, I’m very passionate about reading. For 
pleasure, I read a lot of non-fiction—memoirs 
and biographies. I also like to listen to audio-
books.

RF: Do you believe that teachers assign a lot 
of reading for homework? Do you think this 
discourages students from reading for fun be-
cause it feels like a chore?
NC: I don’t really know. I don’t think I assign a 
lot of reading. I hope that it’s doable. I think it’s 
pretty standard of what’s expected [and] I hope it 
doesn’t discourage people. I want to make con-
nections in class, so we spend a lot of time con-
necting our personal lives to the literature so it is 
not a discombobulated story...that [way] we are 
involved. We have to look at the things we care 
about in the literature. A large part about what 
we do in this class is [we] make connections. 
We ask questions, taking a look at what is go-
ing on in our own lives that is relevant to what 
we are reading so it is not just boring. We have 
to find a personal investment in stories. A lot 
of English teachers are terrified of hearing that 
kids don’t like the books they are read-
ing. There are many pieces of literature 
that I don’t like but are influential and 
important in our lives. It’s not whether 
you like a piece of literature, it’s what 
you do with it.
KB: I think that reading is an essential part of 
learning that should be happening everywhere, 
all the time. In every single class, of course. I 
think that reading takes many forms. The more 
you read, the more you enjoy it.

RF: Are cell phones and social media the only 
things deterring people from reading for fun, 
or are there other factors? 
NC: A ton of other factors. We do a lot of read-
ing on our phones; blogs have become the new 
five paragraph essays. We are going to [need to] 
look at how we evolve the form of our commu-
nication. How often will you use five paragraph 
essays? Probably not a lot. Our president com-
municates entirely through tweets. So whether 
or not we agree with it, our phones are a part of 
our communication. We should discuss the ap-

propriate use of them.
EH: I think they are reading articles online, and 
that counts as reading; [reading on] social media 
and  [the] internet is a different kind of reading.

RF: It can sometimes be difficult to concen-
trate while reading. For example, reading 
things in your head, but not processing what 
the words mean. Do you have any tips for get-
ting in a good headspace to be able to sit still 
and concentrate? 
NC: Absolutely. This is true for all of us. We 
are looking at meditation this year. We are so 
bombarded by stimulus and technology, that we 
have to learn how to separate ourselves from our 
thoughts and feelings. Meditation is learning to 
[train] our brain[s] to turn off. We are only now 

understanding that we need to learn to 
deactivate so that we are in control. We 
are learning to be aware of our thinking 
and think metacognitively.
EH: I often have to imagine my favorite 
actors in the roles of the characters. I 

have to make a visual cast to connect with the 
characters. Always have a book! There’s always 
a time where you’re bored and need one.
KB: Don’t sit still! Listen to audiobooks. Do 
something that lets your mind wander; I doodle 
and listen to audiobooks, cook and listen to au-
diobooks, or clean, or run. I can’t sit still.

RF: Finally, why is reading important? 
NC: Learning can’t happen alone; we only learn 
when we are exposed to something different. 
Reading is one form of exposure, but without ex-
posure to differences, we only become increas-
ingly ignorant [or] set in our ways. Reading is 
vital in understanding potential, possibility, and 
growth.
EH: So many reasons! It’s fun, reading fiction 
is shown to improve empathy, non-fiction may 
help you explore places you cannot get to and 
experience the lives and events that other people 
have lived that you didn’t have the opportunity 
to.
KB: Paraphrasing from [English teacher] Ms. 
Trayer; the other day in book club, she said, 
“Books are a cheap ticket to travel.” They can 
take you places that you otherwise wouldn’t be 
able to go.

Pictured: Mr. Clifford holding one of his favorite books, The Thief of Always.
          Photo Credit: Vera Targoff
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At 8:05 every morning, a fa-
miliar request is heard in every 
Rindge classroom: “Please stand 
for the pledge.” But Olivia Shir-
ley, a sophomore, leans back in her 
chair. 

“I just sit down and don’t pay 
attention,” said Shirley on the daily 
ritual. Shirley explained that she 
does believe in the sentiments of the 
pledge, but “not to the point where 
I would stand for a creepy chant.”

The question of whether to 
stand or sit for this Rindge routine 
echoes a national debate sparked by 
the recent controversy over profes-
sional athletes kneeling during the 
national anthem. 

Freshman Ahmed Benghomari 
sits as well: “I always sit down be-
cause [the pledge]’s an elementary 
[school] thing. I already pledged al-
legiance for like five, six years of 
my life, so I don’t think I have to do 
it anymore.” 

While the Cambridge Public 
School 
District 
requires 
that the 
p ledge 
be read 
e v e r y 
m o r n -
ing, few Rindge students seem to 
stand for the recitation, and rarely 
do they face resistance from their 
teachers. 

“I don’t ask them to do any-
thing,” said Ms. Read, a history 
teacher. “I fundamentally feel that 
every student has the option to feel 
how to interact with any sort of 
pledge or anthem on their own.”

Ms. Read added that requir-
ing students to recite the pledge 
would be a violation of federal law. 
Though Section 69 of Chapter 71 
in the Massachusetts General Law 
requires teachers to facilitate the 
pledge, the Supreme Court ruled 
that students could not be forced to 
recite the pledge or any part of it in 
a 1943 case, West Virginia v. Bar-
nette. 

CPSD does not require stu-
dents to recite the pledge, as stated 
in the district’s “Guide to Policies,” 
but the district expects those who 
choose to sit while it is read to do 
so without “interruption or disrup-
tion.”

While Read doesn’t require 
that students stand for the reading, 
but personally believes that it is a 
“good moment to reflect on the val-
ues of this nation.”

Junior Gassendina Lubin-
tus says her decision to sit for the 

p l e d g e 
is a 
s t a t e -
m e n t 
to the 
nat ion, 
explain-
i n g , 

“Because I’m not born here… and 
even though I’m an American citi-
zen, I don’t feel like I’m an Ameri-
can.” 

Lubintus, who was born in 
Haiti, takes issue with the end of 
the pledge, saying, “There’s [the 
phrase] ‘equality for all’ [in the 
pledge], but I feel like there actu-
ally isn’t [in America].” 

While many Rindge students 
prefer that the pledge be optional, 
their opinion is not echoed in most 
other parts of the nation. Rasmussen 
Reports found that 68% of Ameri-
can adults believe students should 
recite the pledge every day. 

French teacher Ms. Piotrowski 
has been teaching at Rindge for 30 
years. Her policy on the pledge has 
been to “ask students to be quiet 
and to listen; to meditate.”

For Piotrowski, the pledge 
means a lot. “It means respect for 
the country. It’s a sign of respect to 
the nation and what it represents,” 
she said. 

Piotrowski concluded, “May-
be I’m traditional, but that’s just the 
way I am.”

And to the Republic,
for Which We Sit

By 
Cecilia Barron

Managing Editor

“I fundamentally feel that every student 
has the option to feel how to 

interact with any sort of pledge or 
anthem on their own.”

rooms throughout the entire 
year. 

The hope for the 
Chromebook program is 
that it will advance produc-
tivity and help all students 
reach their highest poten-

tial. “By having Chrome-
books, note-taking ... [will] 
be easier and faster, improv-
ing the classroom [work] 
ethic,” noted freshman Ale-
ahna Lartey. Many students, 
including Lartey, hope that 
the plethora of resources 
that this initiative provides 
will help them thrive.

The Chromebook pro-
gram gives students addi-
tional responsibility, creat-
ing what several students 
have described as both a 
feeling of trust and anxi-
ety. Heavy duty labels have 
been placed on each of the 
Chromebooks’ parts, but the 
possibility of breaking or 
losing the device remains. 

“If a 
C h r o m e b o o k 
is lost or bro-
ken, it could 
be difficult for 
a student to re-
place,” com-
mented junior Julia Griffin. 
The replacement cost is 

$280, a price that may be 
hefty for many. 

However, staff and 
administration do not want 
this to be a major concern; 
if necessary, guidance coun-
selors will work alongside 
students and families to cre-
ate a realistic and affordable 
plan for replacing a lost or 
broken Chromebook.

According to freshman 
Bruno Munoz-Oropeza, 
who did not have reliable ac-
cess to technology at home 
before getting a Chrome-
book, potential shortcom-
ings of the program are 
undoubtedly outweighed 
by its benefits. “It should 
be made clear that there are 

downfalls to everything,” 
began Munoz-Oropeza, 

Freshman students and their families picked up their Chromebooks 
during the first couple weeks of October.

Photo Credit: Anthony Grassi

“Hopefully, [the Chromebooks] will 
allow students to engage with the 
curriculum in the same manner.”

adding that shortcomings 
of the program “[aren’t] 

even equal to 
the luck that we 
have ... to even 
consider this as 
an option.”

The out-
comes are un-

predictable, but all are hop-
ing for success with the 

program. 
“It’s really hard to iso-

late technology’s impact 
on the achievement gap,” 
explained Ms. Roughton. 
“But what [this] does is that 
it gives everyone the same 
level of access. ... Hopeful-
ly, it will allow students to 
engage with the curriculum 
in the same manner.”

The Cambridge Public School District requires that the pledge be read every morning, 
but few Rindge students stand when it is read. 

Illustration Credit: Lara Garay

Freshman Chromebooks
Continued from page 1

Freshman students can use their 
laptops to do their homework. 

Photo Credit: Andrew Mello 
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Headline

to anyone in the world.” 
Sun also briefly ex-

plained the meaning of the 
grant, saying, “With this 
establishment of the Con-
fucius Classroom at this 
school, the UMass Boston 
Confucius Institute will 
make sure we do our best to 
support you, to ensure our 
collaboration, and to make 
your Chinese program bet-
ter and better.”

According to Dr. Shi, 
the Confucius Classroom 
grant will provide support 
and funding for the high 
school’s 
r a p i d l y 
growing 
Chinese 
program.

The 
C a m -
b r i d g e 
Public Schools’ Chinese 
program was established in 
the early 1990s at the King 
School and was brought to 
the high school in the early 
2000s as an official class. 
The program became com-
plete in 2008 with the estab-
lishment of the AP Chinese 
course. 

“Over the past ten 
years, with the support 
of the teachers, guidance 
counselors, and the school 
officials, we have had a very 
good, rapid, and healthy de-
velopment,” Dr. Shi told 
the Register Forum. Dr. Shi 
applied for the Confucius 
Classroom grant last year 
and learned that he had been 
approved for it in Septem-
ber of this year. Dr.  Shi says 
the main purpose of getting 
the grant for CRLS was to 
promote Chinese education 
in a more rigorous way. 

Dr. Shi explained that 
the Confucius Institute is 
affiliated with the Chinese 
government. “Every year, 
they give us some money 
and funding from the Chi-
nese government. [The Chi-
nese government] wants to 
push or promote Chinese 
language being taught out-
side of China,” Dr. Shi 
continued. “The Confucius 
Institute tries to promote 
the secondary Chinese lan-
guage teaching in second-
ary schools, like public high 
schools,” he added. 

When Shi was told he 
had received the grant, the 
Confucius Institute offered 
to present the grant to CRLS 
in a ceremony. Shi accepted, 
and the Institute arranged 
for the Zhejiang University 

Wenqin Art Troupe from 
China to come and perform 
after the presentation of the 
grant.

Junior Alexander Sa-
dock was in the audience 
for the performance. Sa-
dock said that it was fasci-
nating to see a group that 
had come all the way from 
China perform at CRLS.

“It was great to see how 
engaged the students were 
when the [Zhejiang Univer-
sity Wenqin Art Troupe] was 
performing and to see how 
excited kids got,” Sadock 
said. “The cultures integrat-
ing inside of our school was 
powerful.” Sadock doesn’t 
take Chinese, but he was 

still ex-
c i t e d 
about the 
h o n o r 
present-
ed to Dr. 
Shi and 
the Chi-

nese program at CRLS.
“I think the Chinese 

program is a small one at 
Rindge, but it seems to be 
growing rapidly,” Sadock 
said. 

“It’s exciting to see 
that we got recognition from 
the Confucius Institute. It 
makes me really proud that 
we have a Confucius Class-
room that is one of nine in 
Massachusetts.”

“It makes me really proud 
that we have a Confucius 
Classroom that is one of 
nine in Massachusetts.”

On October 9th, the Confucius Institute presented CRLS with the Confucius Classroom grant. Ceremony attendees also witnessed a perfor-
mance by artists from China’s Zhejiang University.

Photo Credit: Jake Stout (top two), Anthony Grassi (bottom left), Maya Thompson (bottom left three) 

CRLS Chinese Program
Continued from page 1
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In Memory of Karen Williams

On the morning of Septem-
ber 30th, cafeteria staff member 
and CRLS alumna Karen Williams 
passed away due to a private medi-
cal condition. While getting lunch 
from either of the two CRLS caf-
eterias, you may have been lucky 
enough to encounter  Ms. Williams 
serving food to students and staff 
and working tirelessly with a smile 
on her face. 

Although Ms. Williams joined 
the cafeteria staff just last March, 
she developed strong relationships 
with members of the community in 
the few months that she worked at 
CRLS. “Karen was a sweetheart,” 
said cafeteria staff member Michele 
Walsh. “You couldn’t help but feel 
like you knew her forever. She had 
a way about her that made you feel 
at home.”

Cafeteria staff member Re-
nea Fon-
tanez, who 
felt similarly 
grateful for 
her relation-
ship with 
Ms. Wil-
liams, ex-
plained that 
they had de-
veloped an 
instant bond. 
“We shared 
so many sto-
ries about 
our families, 
work, and 
life in general,” Ms. Fontanez said. 
“Every morning I would walk in to 
her and [her] amazing smile saying 
good morning to me. I can’t express 
in words how much I miss that.”

Ms. Williams had been battling 
a medical condition for a while and 
on Thursday, September 28th, she 
left work feeling unwell. Unfortu-
nately, she soon needed medical 
attention, and she passed away that 
Saturday morning.

 Throughout her battle with 
illness, Ms. Williams continued to 
dedicate herself to the job that she 
cherished. “[She came] to work ev-
ery day with a smile on her face, 
working with the kids, staff mem-
bers, and students,” commented 

By 
Sun-Jung Yum

Managing Editor

Principal Damon Smith. According 
to Principal Smith, Ms. Williams 
was always eager to help any stu-
dent or coworker in need of assis-
tance.

“You know, Karen loved do-
ing what she did,” added Robbie 
Cataldo, head custodian at CRLS 
and Ms. Williams’ cousin. Mr. 
Cataldo went on to explain that Ms. 
Williams continued to stay positive 
throughout everything and always 
tried to make the best of it. “She 
wanted to bring a smile on people’s 
face, no matter how bad of a situ-
ation anything could be,” said Mr. 
Cataldo. 

Ms. Williams was a member of 
the Cambridge Public Schools com-
munity for much longer than the 
few months that she worked here. 
She attended the Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. School for all of grade 
school and first joined the CRLS 
community twenty years ago as a 
part of the Class of 2001. 

Learning Community R’s 
Dean of Stu-
dents, Maria 
DiClemente, 
had Ms. Wil-
liams as a 
student at the 
King School 
and met her 
again when 
she joined 
the cafeteria 
staff. “When 
I saw Karen 
in the caf-
eteria in her 
new role, it 
was really 

great to catch up with her,” Ms. 
DiClemente began. “She was very, 
very excited to be doing something 
that she loved, which was being a 
chef, and giving back to her commu-
nity—because she’s Cambridge.”

Ms. Williams was someone 
special to many in the Cambridge 
community. Her kindness, positiv-
ity, and dedication to her work will 
be greatly missed and forever re-
membered. 

“She had a contagious smile 
that could brighten the darkest 
day...even when her days weren’t so 
bright,” concluded Ms. Walsh. “My 
life is definitely richer from know-
ing her. You will be sorely missed, 
Karen. Godspeed.”

Williams started working at CRLS last March.
Photo Credit: Karen Williams

CRLS Remembers

Isaiah 
Carpenter-
Winch ‘15

1997 – 2017

“I remember Isaiah well...He was always positive and upbeat. He al-
ways wore shorts—even when it was freezing and the snow blocked 
sidewalks. His college essay was about always wearing shorts and 
the number of conversations and friendships the shorts had helped 
spark. Isaiah was kind and generous. He was a student who always 
said “thank you.” I have a memory of him holding the main front 

door one morning as streams of students came in. Although not ev-
eryone said “thanks,” he stood there with a smile and a 

“good morning”—for a good while.”
– Mr. Finn, guidance counselor

“Isaiah was as passionate and committed as he was caring and funny. 
I coached him as a rower on CRLS Crew and then taught him in 

Honors Algebra 2 and Honors Precalculus. As a California native, I 
thought it would be unthinkable to wear shorts in the middle of win-
ter (much less walk outside in it?!), but Isaiah was made of stronger 
stuff. In addition to his athletic achievements, Isaiah was an accom-
plished student and would always challenge the mathematics. His 

curiosity seemed insatiable. I consider it a high honor to have 
coached, taught, and just known him.”

– Mr. Caimi, math teacher

To read a q&A with Principal Smith 
about support resources 

at CRLS, visit: 

Quotes gathered by Grace Ramsdell. Photo courtesy of Debi Milligan. Special thanks to 
Learning Community C and Joshua Nolan ‘14 for facilitating the gathering of quotes.

registerforum.org/category/
news/around-school/

“Isaiah was brilliant, in every sense of the word. He took pleasure in 
moving against the current, and anyone who was friends with him 

would find themselves laughing and going with him. 
We loved each other.”

– Juliet Pepe ‘15

“I remember the shorts. Always wearing shorts no matter what the 
weather was. I remember how generous he was with his time. The 

semester after he took the AP Computer Science course, Isaiah would 
sometimes just drop in after school for an hour or two to help people 
with their work. I remember that he loved to learn, he loved to have 

fun, and he seemed happiest when he was sharing with others.”
– Mr. McGlathery, computer science teacher 

“My friends and I spent a lot of time this summer at Isaiah’s house. 
Sometimes we were there so much that we felt bad monopolizing 
his parents’ living space, but I’m glad for the memories we made 

there. We would play ping pong and pool, watch old VHS tapes in 
the common room of his apartment, play rap songs and make fun of 
each other’s music tastes (and occasionally find common ground), 
and oftentimes were up so late that we’d end up making a whole 

dozen eggs at 2:00 AM (I always thought it would he easier to just 
make some pasta, but when Isaiah made up his mind about some-

thing, there was no persuading him otherwise). I know my life will 
never be the same, but I’m thankful to have known Isaiah, and to his 

parents for letting us make these memories with him.”
– Emmett Vorspan-Stein ‘14

“Isaiah, you were one of my best friends, and it’s hard to believe 
you’ve already been gone a month. You were funny, incredibly kind, 

and a loyal friend. You lived just a few minutes walk away, and I 
spent so much time with you that your house became a second home. 

Thank you for all the late night video game playing, cooking, and 
movie watching memories you gave me, we miss you dearly.”

– Joshua Nolan ‘14



toward increasing Harvard’s socioeconomic di-
versity. Dahl explained, “Faust prioritized creat-
ing an improved financial aid policy for middle 
income students. The pioneering program makes 
it possible for me and many of my friends to at-
tend.”

Faust has worked to promote change in the 
University as well as the country, often making 
controversial decisions separating her from pre-
vious presidents.

A clear example of this is the work her team 
did to disband male-only social clubs known for 
their “party culture” often resulting in sexual as-
sault. There are four all-male “finals clubs” near 
Harvard, largely made up of wealthier students 
and rarely minorities. To Faust, these clubs have 
cultivated the reputation of accepting sexual as-
sault, prompting her to take a stand.

John Wakeley, a Professor of organis-
mic and evolutionary biology at  Harvard, has 
worked with Faust since 2004 and told the Reg-
ister Forum, “I have been enormously appre-
ciative of the skill with which President Faust 
has handled such a complex and important job, 
doing such things as running the recent Harvard 
Capital Campaign and speaking regularly with 
politicians in Washington D.C.” 

Faust will leave Harvard in June, passing 
the job on to the next president, who the admin-
istration is searching for. 

In her original message published in the 
Harvard Crimson in June, 2017, regarding her 
departure, President Faust wrote, “It has been a 
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Throughout the week-
end of October 6th, the 
HONK! Festival—a grass-
roots festival where bands 
spread awareness of social 
justice issues in their com-
munities through song and 
dance—took place in Cam-
bridge. 

The HONK! parade 
was most popular on Sun-
day, October 8th. Starting 
at 12:00 PM, crowds began 
marching in Davis Square, 
Somerville, continuing 
down Massachusetts Av-
enue and ending in Harvard 
Square, Cambridge at 2:00 
PM. The parade featured 

many local marching bands 
and dancing troops from the 
greater Boston area, along 
with several bands from 
other U.S. states—people 
of all races, ages, and sexes 
participated in the three-day 
festival.  

Even members of the 
CRLS community partici-
pated in the HONK! parade, 
like sophomore Amelia 
Bronfman who played the 
saxophone in the “School of 
Honk” band. 

This year was Bron-
fman’s first year participat-
ing in the HONK! Festival, 
and she commented that she 
joined “because not only do 
you get the chance to have 
a great time and learn a lot, 
you gain a real sense of 

By 
Sophie Harrington

Contributing Writer

community.”
When musicians like 

Bronfman played their last 
notes, they arrived in Har-
vard Square, where the 
performers were welcomed 
into Harvard Square’s 39th 
celebration of  Oktoberfest.  
Stands of local restaurants 
and classic food carts lined 
Massachusetts Avenue, 
JFK Street, Brattle Street, 
and Church Street. Set up 
outside of the T station on 
Massachusetts Avenue was 
a stage where the bands 
jammed out to their best 
setlists throughout the after-
noon. 

According to Bron-
fman, the music is unique; 
a mixture of styles from dif-
ferent countries, different 
artists, and is played with a 
lot of passion and vigor. 

The HONK! parade is 
not only for entertainment, 
but it is also a public dem-
onstration [in its own right]. 
As bands  proceeded down 
Massachusetts Avenue on 
October 8th, many signs 
were waved with slogans 
such as: “Talk about Cli-
mate Change,” “Yes to Im-
migration,” “We are Unit-
ed,” “I’m with Her,” and 
“Free Palestine.” 

The parade was so 
special because each group 
displayed an equal amount 

HONK! Festival Promotes Social Justice, Celebrates Cambridge

President Drew Faust of Harvard Steps Down
By 

Juliana Vandermark
Contributing Writer

of vigor for their different 
causes; it was reminiscent 
of the Women’s March that 
took place last January, or 
the Boston Free Speech 
counter-protest that  took 
place this past August. The 
event has inspired other 
festivals near Brooklyn, Se-
attle, Austin, Detroit, and 
Providence, as well as ones 
in Brazil and Australia. 

Trudi Cohen, one of 
the founders and organiz-
ers for the HONK! Festival 
told the Register Forum that 
the event was established in 
2005 in Davis Square by a 
group of locals who wanted 
to perform music with street 
bands and “support social 
justice actions, especially in 
light of the Iraq War.” Cohen 
continued, saying that “the 

After more than a decade as the 28th presi-
dent of Harvard, Drew Gilpin Faust will pass the  
torch this June as she leaves the university. 

Faust’s eleven years as president follow-
ing Lawrence Summers—who was known for 
his disrespect towards minorities and women—
have been filled with firsts. Faust is the first fe-
male president of Harvard, but when asked about 
this title, she responded, “I am the president of 
Harvard, not the woman president of Harvard.” 
Emily Dahl, a sophomore at Harvard, told the 
Register Forum, “While Drew Faust was very 
clear from the beginning of her tenure that she 
did not want to be cast as a ‘woman president,’  
she worked hard to create an inclusive environ-
ment. ... The contrast between her leadership and 
Summers’ is obvious.” 

A historian by trade, Faust has worked to 
mend some of the more politically troubling as-
pects of Harvard’s history. Listening to growing 
concerns from both faculty and students, she ad-
dressed connections between Harvard and slave 
labor, installing a plaque to recognize four slaves 
who assisted in the construction of part of the 
campus.

Arguably one of Faust’s greatest impacts on 
the university was her enlargement of Harvard’s 
financial aid programs. This was a major action 

privilege beyond words to work with all of you 
to lead Harvard, ‘through change and through 
storm.’” 

Later in the message, she explained, “The 
dedication of students, faculty, and staff to the 
ideal and excellence of Harvard and to the im-
portance of its pursuit of Veritas has made all 
this possible. I know this commitment will carry 
Harvard forward, from strength to strength, in 
the years to come.”

Pictured: Sanders Theatre of Harvard.
Photo Credit: Register Forum 

Pictured: A musicial plays with his band at the HONK! Festival.
Photo Credit: Anyi Folkers

original idea of the festival 
was to “bring like-minded 
musicians together to share 
experiences and strate-
gies and songs. We made 
it a public event, and the 
glorious surprise was how 
successful it was—for the 
participating musicians and 
also for the joy it seemed to 
bring to the public.” 

The HONK! Festival 
and parade truly celebrates 
the diversity of Cambridge 
and its surrounding cities. 
In Cohen’s words, “We 
believe that participatory 
music-making can change 
the world. We want to share 
joyous, loud, soulful music 
in support of social justice. 
We want to help define pub-
lic space and how it can be 
used.”

The HONK! Festival took place on October 7th and 8th.
Photo Credit:  Willa Frank
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By 
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Contributing Writer 

Cambridge made national 
headlines on September 28th when 
the librarian of the Cambridgeport 
School, Liz Phipps Soeiro, pub-
lished a letter addressed to First 
Lady Melania Trump rejecting a 
donation from Ms. Trump of ten Dr. 
Seuss books. 

Melania Trump sent books to 
the Cambridgeport School and oth-
er high-achieving schools across the 
country to celebrate National Read 
a Book Day on September 6th. In a 
letter accompanying the books, the 
First Lady advised children to take 
advantage of their education and 
let reading take them to places they 
never could have imagined.

In her letter to Melania Trump, 
Ms. Phipps Soeiro argued that in-
stead of going to Cambridgeport, 
the First Lady’s gift should have 
gone to an underfunded school with 
more limited access to books, not a 
school like Cambridgeport where 
her students “have access to a 
school library with over nine thou-
sand volumes and a librarian with a 
graduate degree in library science.” 

Ms. Phipps Soeiro also argued 
that Dr. Suess is “a bit of a cliché, a 
tired and worn ambassador for chil-
dren’s literature,” and that his books 
“are steeped in racist propaganda, 
c a r i c a -
tures, and 
h a r m f u l 
s t e r e o -
types.” In 
her let-
ter, Ms. 
P h i p p s 
S o e i r o 
cites a 
S c h o o l 
L i b r a r y 
J o u r n a l 
a r t i c l e 
that re-
ports on 
Katie Ishizuka’s observations that 
one of Dr. Seuss’ most famous 
books, The Cat in the Hat, has simi-
larities to blackface. 

Kevin Dua, a psychology 
teacher at CRLS, thinks he can un-
derstand Ms. Phipps Soeiro’s rea-
soning behind rejecting the books. 
He noted that Cambridge has a 
“reputation of having a lot of re-
sources,” adding, “I think for [Ms. 
Phipps Soeiro], she felt that these 
books could be of value elsewhere. 
I think as educators, I think we al-
ways try to think how we can help 
students, whether students who are 
in our classrooms, in our school 
building, or elsewhere.”  

In response to Ms. Phipps 
Soeiro’s letter, East Wing Com-
munications Director Stephanie 
Grisham said in a statement on be-

half of Melania Trump, “To turn the 
gesture of sending young students 
some books into something divisive 
is unfortunate, but the First Lady re-
mains committed to her efforts on 
behalf of children everywhere.”

The Cambridge Public School 
District released a statement in re-
sponse to Ms. Phipps Soeiro’s let-
ter, saying, “Cambridge Public 
Schools supports the right of our 
employees to voice their personal 
opinions. The opinions expressed 
in [Ms. Phipps Soeiro’s letter] were 
those of the writer, and not a state-
ment on behalf of Cambridge Pub-
lic Schools. This was not a formal 
acceptance or rejection of donated 
books, but a statement of opinion 
on the meaning of the donation.”

In part of a larger statement to 
the Register Forum, Emily Hous-
ton and Kendall Boninti, two of 
CRLS’ librarians, said, “A licensed 
librarian’s expertise in collection, 
development is also vital in mak-
ing the library represent the diverse 
interests, needs, and experiences of 
the communities that they serve. 
Cambridge Public School library 
teachers have the right to add and 
remove items from the collection 
and our decisions are guided by the 
criteria and procedures outlined in 
the district-wide, School Commit-
tee approved selection policy.”

The story has gained national 
attention, as many Americans were 
shocked to hear that this hallmark of 

children’s 
literature 
was being 
criticized. 
O t h e r s 
c o m -
m e n d -
ed Ms. 
P h i p p s 
Soeiro’s 
move. 

A t 
C R L S , 
p e o p l e 
have had 
m i x e d 

reactions. Some agree with Ms. 
Phipps Soeiro that Dr. Seuss’ chil-
dren’s books have racist illustra-
tions. Senior Summia Mahmud, 
who attended the Cambridgeport 
School and who had Ms. Phipps 
Soeiro as her librarian, says, “If 
you analyze a few of his books, you 
can see the racism it promotes, and 
I don’t find this that surprising be-
cause Seuss was most likely a prod-
uct of his time.” However, Mahmud 
does not agree with Ms. Phipps 
Soeiro’s decision to send the books 
back. She says, “We cannot just 
limit ourselves to, let’s say, books 
about anti-racist ideas and be con-
tent with that. It’s crucial to expand 
our minds and challenge the ideas 
of the things we are not used to in a 
place such as Cambridge.”

It seems that most people, even 

if they do not think his children’s 
books are racist, think that Dr. Se-
uss’ early political cartoons are. So-
phie Gilbert writes in the Atlantic 
that while as a collection Dr. Seuss’ 
early cartoons attack anti-semitism, 
isolationism, nationalism, and rac-
ism, “they also have their own 
flaws, most notably their racist por-
trayal of both Japanese citizens and 
Japanese Americans.” 

Later 
in his ca-
reer, Dr. 
S e u s s 
a p o l o -
gized for 
the car-
toons, saying they were “hurriedly 
and embarrassingly drawn” and 
“full of many snap judgments.”  

His biographer and good 
friend, Richard H. Minear, said in 
an Atlantic article that Dr. Seuss 
tried to make up for the cartoons by 
incorporating social justice issues 
into his children’s books. Sopho-
more Annie MacBeth, who has fol-
lowed this story closely, said, “I’m 

sure that there’s a way you can in-
terpret anything as racist, but Dr. 
Seuss is a fixture of literature in this 
country and all over the world. You 
can find something wrong in ev-
erything—it seems a little crazy to 
criticize that.”

Heather Nelson, the parent of 
a child who attends Cambridge-
port, commented, “While I can un-
derstand [Phipps Soeiro’s] desire 

to take a 
s t a n c e 
a g a i n s t 
the Trump 
a d m i n i s -
tration, I 
think the 

tone and focus of her letter were 
unproductive.” Nelson continued, 
saying, “I think it would have been 
more productive to focus the letter 
primarily on the needs of vulner-
able children at our school, such as 
children whose families are at risk 
of deportation, and to suggest ways 
to help them, rather than focusing 
on the merits—or lack thereof—of 
Dr. Seuss books.”

Community Responds to Dr. Seuss Book Controversy

Dr. Seuss books are childhood favorites for many.
Photo Credit: Isabelle Agee-Jacobson

“We cannot just limit ourselves 
to, let’s say, books about anti-racist

ideas and be content with that.”

Pictured: The school where Phipps Soeiro works.
Photo Credit: Isabelle Agee-Jacobsom 

To read interviews with 
candidates for the 

School Committee and 
City Council before

next month’s municipal 
elections, visit:

registerforum.org/
category/news/metro/

Online Metro 
Content
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“I don’t know that I 
am that scared of [North 
Korea]. In this case, what is 
scary is the rhetoric and the 
bellicose language coming 
from Kim Jong-un, [but it] 
is not new. It’s just that it is 
being matched right now by 
language that is not entirely 
helpful,” says world history 
teacher Rachel Otty. 

In the 64 years since 
the Korean War, North Ko-
rea and the United States 
have not been friends. They 
also have not been at war 
with each other. However, 
as President Trump’s Twit-
ter feed spews provocative 
statements about military 
action and 
as reports 
announce 
more suc-
c e s s f u l 
missile launches in North 
Korea, many in the U.S. feel 
like nuclear war is increas-
ingly likely. 

But at CRLS, some be-
lieve that there is nothing to 
be overly concerned about. 
Senior Jai Rajput agreed 

with Ms. Otty, saying, “I’m 
not scared of it at all. I don’t 
think anything big is going 
to happen from this. [Build-
ing nuclear weapons] is es-
sentially for North Korea to 
gain control. … The country 
has a lot of domestic prob-
lems, so that will continue 
to hamper its ability to do 
anything with nuclear pow-
er.”

According to Free-
dom House, an independent 
watchdog organization, se-
vere mismanagement of the 
economy, natural disasters, 
and political isolation have 
contributed to extreme fam-
ine and economic shrinkage 
in North Korea.

The tension between 
the two countries are increas-
ing due to Trump’s seem-

ingly im-
p u l s i v e 
t w e e t s 
a t t a c k -
ing North 

Korea. On September 25th, 
President Trump tweeted, 
“Just heard Foreign Minis-
ter of North Korea speak at 
U.N. If he echoes thoughts 
of Little Rocket Man, they 
won’t be around much lon-
ger!” The use of the nick-

name “Little Rocket Man” 
is in reference to Kim Jong-
un, chairman of the Work-
er’s Party of Korea and 
supreme leader of North 
Korea.

Continuing in this 
vein, on October 1st, Trump 
tweeted a piece of advice 
he gave Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson: “I told Rex 
Tillerson, our wonderful 
Secretary of State, that he 
is wasting his time trying to 
negotiate with Little Rocket 
Man...” and  “...Save your 
energy Rex, we’ll do what 
has to be done!”

While these remarks 
might seem shocking to 
many Americans, South 
Koreans have gotten used 
to similar statements from 
Kim Jong-un. Sophomore 
Anna Kim, who is Korean 
and has family in South 
Korea, says, “The general 
sense I get from most South 
Koreans is that they don’t 
really care [about the con-
flict in North Korea]. It’s 
always on the news—Kim 
Jong-un is always threat-
ening America or South 
Korea- so it gets repetitive. 
Obviously there should be 
some kind of fear, and there 

might be a little, but overall, 
it’s kind of chill.” 

Others at CRLS are 
not as unperturbed. Junior 
Anna Bolon hopes that be-
cause the U.S. used atomic 
weapons in Hiroshima dur-
ing World War II, people 
realize how destructive 
nuclear weapons can be, 
and therefore will not dare 
to use them. However, she 
thinks that because nuclear 
weapons exist and because 
people often do things they 
“arguably shouldn’t do,” 

Nuclear War with North Korea: CRLS Weighs in

war is still a very real pos-
sibility that the U.S. needs 
to accept. 

Junior David Lee, who 
is also Korean, thinks that 
war is not likely. But he still 
thinks that the situation is 
serious and that President 
Trump is not handling it 
well. “I just feel like Trump 
doesn’t really understand 
the situation that well and 
understand how many lives 
are at risk and how danger-
ous North Korea is to world 
peace,” Lee concluded.

“Trump doesn’t really 
understand the situation.”

Tensions between the U.S. and North Korea are on the rise.
Illustration Credit: Lara Garay

Referendum in Catalonia
By 

Anthony Grassi
Contributing Writer

On October 1st, 2017, over 
two million Catalans took to the 
polls to decide the fate of their au-
tonomous community. Catalonia, 
one of Spain’s seventeen regions, 
has had a long history of self-iden-
tity and a distinct culture that has 
distinguished itself from neighbor-
ing communities. Although Catalo-
nia has been part of a unified Spain 
since the 15th century, indepen-
dence sentiments among Catalans 
have increased in recent years. 

Language has played a role in 
causing these sentiments. Catalan, 
the official language of the region, 
is spoken by 75% of the population, 
but its use was widely oppressed 
during the rule of dictator Francisco 
Franco from 1939 to 1975. In ad-
dition, recent Spanish court rulings 
have further limited its use in public 
schools. 

CRLS Spanish teacher Ms. 
Madden acknowledged the influ-
ence saying, “For Catalans, their 
language is very much a part of 
their identity. Language has that ef-
fect in general. Even in our school, 
for example, Spanish speakers 
identify themselves based on where 
they are from and the dialects they 
speak, not just the overall Spanish 

language.”
Catalonia is also one of Spain’s 

wealthiest regions, accounting for 
25% of the country’s exports. Fur-
thermore, independence leaders 
point to the statistic that the region 
contributes $11.8 billion more Eu-
ros than it gets back from the cen-
tral government. 

When asked for his thoughts 
regarding the economic situation in 
Spain, junior Max Mian, a native of 
Barcelona, said, “I’m pretty neutral 
about independence. I believe that 
even though Catalonia is sort of in 
a crisis and needs money to support 
itself, I’m also conscious that Spain 
is in a bigger crisis and that they 
need as much help as they can get. 
We shouldn’t be breaking up and 
thinking only about ourselves … 
We should come together and act as 
one big unit.”

Leading up to the vote, ten-
sions were high on both sides as 
an impassioned Catalan parliament 
went ahead with the vote in the face 
of the Spanish central government’s 
official condemnation. In Septem-
ber, a Spanish court deemed the 
referendum illegal under the 1978 
Spanish Constitution, and the fed-
eral government responded with a 
police crackdown, sending 4,000 
officers from all over the country 
into the region. 

In preparation for the referen-

dum, Spanish prosecutors instruct-
ed national police to confiscate 
ballot boxes, destroy propaganda 
flyers, and arrest multiple pro-in-
dependence leaders. Catalan presi-
dent Carles Puigdemont was out-
raged, saying, “Spain has de facto 
suspended the self-government of 
Catalonia and has applied a de facto 
state of emergency.” 

In spite of federal government 
intervention, voting continued with 
the use of 6,000 secret polling loca-
tions. On the day of the vote, Cata-
lans picked up a ballot that read 
“Do you want Catalonia to become 
an independent state in the form of 
a republic?” and listed the options 
of “Yes” or “No.” 

The vote saw 92% of Catalans 
in favor of secession. The result of 
the referendum is still in contention, 
as the world looks to Catalonia for 
what will happen next. According 

to a representative of the Catalan 
government, at least 750,000 votes 
were unable to be counted as poll-
ing locations were closed by federal 
police. Police also responded with 
violence—900 people were report-
ed injured as  authorities tried to 
stop the vote. 

The situation has left many for-
eign government leaders wishing to 
remain uninvolved, with countries 
including the United States, France, 
the United Kingdom, China, and 
Germany calling the dispute an “in-
ternal affair.” 

With the Spanish government 
officially declining to acknowledge 
the results of the referendum vote—
both before and after voting had fin-
ished—many eyes are on the region 
now to see whether peaceful dia-
logue will be the result of the refer-
endum, or whether Puigdemont will 
take more severe action.

Palafrugell (pictured) is a city in Catalonia located on the coast of Spain. 
Photo Credit: Vera Targoff
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Washington politics 
seem more present and all-
consuming than ever be-
fore. With a president that 
demands constant news 
coverage and a country that 
is all too willing to lap it 
up, our attention has been 
locked on the federal gov-
ernment. 

The scandal and action 
coming out of the White 
House and Capitol Hill has 
made it nearly impossible 
to escape it. Yet, this drama 
and excitement is also fun-
damentally misconstruing 
our idea of government.  

When most people 
think of government, they 
think of Washington D.C., 
the presidency, and Con-
gress. This represents the 
federal government, the 
largest and most powerful 
center of government that 
holds large influence over 
national affairs. There are, 
however, other levels of 
government. 

Far from the noisy 
drama of the capital, local 
governments continue to 
function quietly. These are 
state and municipal gov-
ernments, whose activities 
usually escape the notice of 
most everyday citizens, and 

they continue to function 
seemingly without much 
care from the public.

If I were to ask you 
who the president and vice 
president of the United 
States are, you would know 
the answer. However, if I 
were to ask for the name of 
our state governor, our city 
mayor, and their respective 
political party affiliations, 
you would most likely draw 
a blank. 

In fact, according to 
a 2016 poll, about 40% of 
Massachusetts citizens can’t 
name their governor and 
less than 35% can correctly 
name the political party he 
belongs to. Similarly, more 
than half of Massachusetts 
citizens cannot name their 
city mayor, and almost 75% 
do not know what their city 
government does. 

These results are, un-
fortunately, not that sur-
prising. 
W h e n 
the vast 
m a j o r -
ity of 
political 
c o v e r -
age from the media is about 
the federal government and 
the interested public is cen-
tered on the affairs of Wash-
ington, most of us forget 
what our own city govern-
ment actually does for us. 

In the city of Cam-

Why Local Government Matters

The life of a Cambridge citizen is hugely 
impacted by the everyday work of our state 
and, more importantly, the city government.

Cambridge City Hall is located in Central Square.
Photo Credit: Register Forum

Peaceful Protest: A Powerful Tool in the Past and Present
By 

Betty Derege
Contributing Writer

By 
Oscar Berry

Contributing Writer

bridge, the City Council 
handles a whole host of ser-
vices that our daily lives re-
volve around. Building per-
mits, immigration services, 
birth and death certificates, 
education management, re-
cycling and street cleanup, 
affordable housing con-
struction, disabilities aid, 
and much more falls under 
the purview of our city gov-
ernment. 

In addition, state gov-
ernments manage most 
government programs, pro-
mote the state economy, 
and provide basic security 
and health services to the 
people. 

One might not realize 
it, but the life of a Cambridge 
citizen is hugely impacted 
by the everyday work of our 
state and, more importantly, 
the city government. As stu-
dents, education policies, 
program funding, and extra-

curricular projects that im-
pact us are all determined 
by the Cambridge School 
Committee. 

All the big actions 
might be taking place in 
Washington, but work is 
also being done right here. 

The First Amendment states 
that people have the right to free-
dom of speech and the right to pro-
test. Because of these rights, we 
have seen different protests—like 
players kneeling during the na-
tional anthem before an NFL game 
and the efforts of the Black Lives 
Matter (BLM) movement—affect 
the actions of some. In the long run, 
protests advocating for equal rights 
are beneficial to our nation. 

Peaceful protests led by Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. are examples 
from our nation’s history that show 
that peaceful protesting is a pow-
erful way to publicize dissatisfac-
tion. The Civil Rights Movement 
achieved all that it did because of 
a lot of the peaceful protests orga-
nized at the time. A peaceful pro-
test is like a quiet rainstorm—not 
violent, but it conveys sadness and 
pain.

BLM was created in 2012 af-
ter the death of Trayvon Martin to 
get us to do something about the ra-

cial inequality in our country. What 
do you think this movement uses 
to portray its point? What would 
the outcome of violent protests 
be? BLM uses peaceful protesting 
to express that black lives matter 

too. People of different walks of 
life support the movement and at-
tend its protests. As more people 
attend protests, the protests change 
people’s views on protesting from 

On November 7th, 
Cambridge will hold mu-
nicipal elections for the 
City Council and the School 
Committee. These elections 
will determine who sits on 
these important bodies, and, 
in turn, what policies will 
be carried out in the coming 
years. While we might not 
realize it, the new School 
Committee will have enor-

mous in-
f l u e n c e 
over our 
remaining 
years as 
high school 
students. 

In a city of 110,000 
people, no City Council 
election in the last decade 
has garnered more than 
25,000 votes, slightly more 
than a fourth of the eligible 
voting population. Tradi-
tionally, voter turnout in 

most American elections 
rarely exceeds half of the 
eligible population. This is, 
frankly, a wasted opportu-
nity. With how much our 
lives are determined by the 
actions taken by our local 
governments, should we 
not look out for ourselves 
by ensuring we have a City 
Council and School Com-
mittee that are helping us? 

Too often, the incred-
ible powers and privileges 
granted to us by our great 
democracy are wasted. This 
November, I urge you all to 
strongly consider the im-
portance of city government 
to your everyday life. 

Don’t sit this election 
out and ignore the silent but 
profound ramifications it 
will have on your life. Use 
your vote, if you’re 18, and 
your voice to advocate for 
the future you want.

seeing it as a waste of time to rec-
ognizing it as an effort to make a 
change. With more people joining 
the movement, its protests become 
more powerful, and—just like the 
Civil Rights Movement—BLM’s 

Pictured: Counter-protesters at an August free speech rally in Boston.
Photo Credit: Maggie Thompson 

peaceful protests make an impact to 
better our future. 

Recently, NFL player Colin 
Kaepernick began another peaceful 
protest: Kneeling during the nation-

al anthem before every game as a 
protest of the oppression of people 
of color. This has since become a 
protest that many NFL players take 
part in, and it has affected football 
fans around the nation. This protest 
is peaceful because it’s the simple 
bend of the knee, a respectful op-
position to oppression. 

Some people believe that 
peaceful protests aren’t helpful 
in resolving controversial issues. 
Looking at our nation’s history 
shows that this belief is incorrect; 
peaceful protests have been a ma-
jor factor in getting us to where we 
are today. As Dr. King said in his “I 
Have a Dream” speech, “We must 
not allow our creative protests to 
degenerate into physical violence.”

Our great nation has provided 
us with the right to protest, allowing 
us to express our feelings. As peo-
ple, we need to know that peaceful 
protest is an effective way to re-
ceive the attention and respect that 
our causes need from others. Given 
everything happening in our world 
today, it is imperative that Ameri-
cans continue to use peaceful pro-
test as a tool in the years to come. 
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Once when I was in seventh grade, I asked 
my best friend why her parents were so fond of 
me. She responded, “You don’t act black.” At the 
time, I didn’t think much about what she said. But 
as years pass, my contempt continues to grow for 
that one sentence and each of its variations that I 
am unceasingly faced with. These words hit me 
nonstop like raindrops on pavement. “You’re the 
whitest black person I know.” “You aren’t really 
black.” “You’re like an Oreo, black on the out-
side and white on the inside.” These are all real 
comments that have  been repeatedly directed 
towards me, the speaker delivering the line in all 
seriousness. With each occurrence, I can see the 
ignorant smile on their face,  like they expect me 
to respond with, “Thank you so much! You are 
too kind.”

That has never been 
my response. To be white 
is not a compliment. I am 
a hardworking student 
and an involved member 
in the community. I am 
well-behaved, well-intentioned, and well-round-
ed. I am the girl that parents want their children 
to act more like. I am a scholar, I am a leader, 
and above all, I am black. 

As I continue to show the best sides of my-
self, I am increasingly viewed as white. Societal 
standards push people to associate success with 
the white race and failure with the black race. 
In our current society, a high-achieving black 
person is an oxymoron. According to the Pew 
Research Center, the median income for black 

households is around $30,000 less than that of 
white households, and black families are more 
than twice as likely as white families to live in 
poverty. Many people view this as evidence that 
whites are more successful than blacks. This is 
far from the truth; poor schools, lack of jobs, 
and overarching racial discrimination are a few 
of the many factors that hold black people back 
in America. Black people are just as capable of 
becoming successful if given the privileges that 
whites in America are born with. 

Think of two identical balls that can reach 
the top of a hill when given the same amount of 
force. The first ball represents white people in 
America and the second ball represents blacks. 
The first ball is kicked with more force than is 
needed and it goes past the top of the hill. The 
second ball is kicked with less force than is need-
ed and barely rolls up the side of the hill, only 
to start rolling backwards because it couldn’t 
go any higher. Both balls have the potential to 
reach the top of the hill when given the same ex-

act force, but because of 
the different conditions, 
one goes farther than ex-
pected, while the other 
ends up behind its start-
ing point. 

The reason you don’t see as many black 
people at the top of the metaphorical hill is 
because they aren’t given the same amount of 
“force.”  

When a disadvantaged person like me 
works hard and successfully meets their white 
peers at the top of the hill, the reason is far from 
“because she is white on the inside.” It is be-
cause I am the ball that defies gravity. I am black, 
and that is by far the greatest compliment I could 
ever receive. 

By 
April Dottin-Carter
Contributing Writer

“White” Is Not a Compliment

On the Necessity of Dialogue Between Spain and Catalonia
By 

Vanessa Marques Pineda
Contributing Writer 

I am a scholar, I am a leader, 
and above all, I am black.

Barcelona, the second biggest city in Spain, is located on the coast of Catalonia.
Photo Credit:Vera Targoff 

Many things are happening 
around the world all at once. There 
have been hurricanes, controversial 
elections, and above all, instabil-
ity in many countries. Catalonia, a 
northeast region in Spain, is now 
at the center of a crisis. On Octo-
ber 1st, Catalonia called for a ref-
erendum to become an independent 
country, leading to chaos because 
of the Spanish government’s weak 
and violent handling of the referen-
dum.

Although Catalonians have 
been trying to become independent 
for a long time, as someone from 
Catalonia,  I was very shocked. 

Catalonia first existed as a 
distinct po-
litical entity 
around the 
12th cen-
tury. When 
the count of 
Barcelona married the heiress of 
Aragon, the regions united and Cat-
alonia’s independent identity end-
ed. While Catalonia was controlled 
by the Crown of Aragon, the Cata-
lonians in the northeast extremity 
of the peninsula retained a strong 

sense of independence. Later, in the 
early 18th century, Catalonia sided 
against Philip V, a French royal, 
in his claim to the Spanish throne. 
King Philip responded by eliminat-
ing most autonomous regions and 
uniting Spain under a centralized 
government. 

Along with being ruled by 
many different powers and main-
taining a strong sense of identity 
and independence, Catalonians 
were also barred from practicing 
Catalan traditions or speaking Cata-
lan. These restrictions set on Catal-
onians nurtured a separatist identity 
and culture. 

In 2006, 2012 and 2014, the 
Catalonian Parliament drafted ref-
erendums for the independence of 
Catalonia. Many voted in favor of 
independence, but it did not matter 

without for-
mal Spanish 
a p p r o v a l . 
D e f y i n g 
w a r n i n g s 
from the 

Spanish government, Catalonia’s 
Parliament held a referendum this 
October. In response, the president 
of Spain, Mariano Rajoy, said he 
would appeal Catalonia’s referen-
dum to the Constitutional Court of 
Spain. 

By 
Chloe Smith-Sokol
Contributing Writer

According to a count published by CRLS 
in 2013, the school printed 29,000 sheets of pa-
per day that year. We are burning through paper 
like a forest fire. According to data from 2013, 
this forest fire is costing us close to $90,000 a 
year.  Spending $90,000 on paper may be some-
thing that the city of Cambridge can afford, but 
our planet cannot. We cannot afford to sweep the 
depletion of our main oxygen source under the 
rug like it’s not a big deal, like there is no other 
option. 

We need to find new ways to address this 
unsustainable behavior. Choosing to contribute 
to a cycle that puts our world’s health at stake is 
selfish. We should further the progressive choic-
es our school is making in other areas and move 
on from our old wasteful ways. How is it that in 
a school where each student has access to a com-
puter, teachers still require printed assignments? 
The convenience of applications like Google 
Docs allows teachers instant access to students’ 
work and students instant access to their teach-
ers’ comments. We should be taking advantage 
of these resources that we have access to.

Because it is hard to break old habits, 
change needs to be gradual. Classes where it 
is mandatory to print out assignments should 
require that students print their work on dou-
ble-sided pieces of paper. Classes with packet 
readings should provide the option of reading 
these extensive essays online. Instituting simple 
incentives for teachers to conserve paper could 
spark further awareness of this issue. 

If we implement these ideas in our commu-
nity effectively, we could put out this forest fire. 

Paper Use at CRLS

The most recent referendum 
from Catalonia turned out to be 
very chaotic because the Spanish 
government ordered police to pre-
vent citizens from voting, an order 
which was carried out in a very vi-
olent manner. At the same time in 
Madrid, many people opposed to 
the separatist movement rallied for 
a “united Spain,” with some pro-
testers going as far as making a fas-
cist salute. The rallies have brought 
with them division and anger.

Catalonia has a lot to figure 
out if it continues with the inde-
pendence movement. That is why 
Catalonia should remain as part of 
Spain, but also have more dialogue 
with the Spanish government, as 

many citizens are suggesting. The 
Spanish government also has to un-
derstand the wants of Catalonians 
and work things around so the peo-
ple are happy. 

Catalonia’s future is open right 
now and it looks like anything could 
happen. But as a Catalonian and 
Spaniard, I am reluctant to separate 
from what I have identified as for 
my entire life. That is not to say that 
Catalonia’s independence motives 
are not as important as maintaining 
my identity as both a Catalonian 
and a Spaniard—it’s just that I still 
believe things could be worked out 
if there were dialogue and compro-
mise between the Spanish govern-
ment and Catalonia.

Catalonia has a lot to 
figure out if it continues with 
the independence movement.
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West Side Story Jets into CRLS
VPA Puts Finshing Touches on Fall Show

By
Alva Fureman

Contributing Writer

 “I cannot think of a better play 
to do right now,” states director 
Monica Murray regarding CRLS’ 
production of West Side Story this 
fall. Almost 60 years after its first 
Broadway production, many agree 
that the issues addressed in the mu-
sical are still highly relevant. This 
November 10th, 11th, 17th, 18th, 
and 19th, the musical that arguably 
changed theater forever is coming to 
Cambridge’s own Broadway—459 
Broadway. 

Arthur Laurents’ book, which 
the play is based on, is set in the 

1950s on the Upper West Side of 
New York City. It is a story about 
the rivalry between two teenage 
street gangs of different ethnic 
backgrounds. The musical is a mod-
ern version of Romeo and Juliet, as 
the protagonists Tony and Maria 
(the sister of another gang leader) 
fall in love with each other. 

The ethnic tensions between 
the white gang, the “Jets,” and the 
newly-arrived Puerto Rican gang, 
the “Sharks,” prove to be a major 
conflict in the play. Junior Micaela 
Leon Perdomo,  who is playing Ma-
ria, believes that the play “shows 
the conflict between being an im-
migrant and being proud of your 
culture and at the same time being 
American,” which is something that 

she thinks many students at CRLS 
can probably relate to. 

Music is a big part of West Side 
Story, and the play is famous for 
songs such as “Somewhere” and “I 
Feel Pretty.” The play’s musical di-
rector at CRLS, Eytan Wurman, ex-
plains that the music helps to show 
conflict in the play. With pieces that 
mix Latin and American music, Mr. 
Wurman believes “the music itself 
reflects the conflict in the story.” 

Making a production of this 
caliber and scale takes a lot of time 
and hard work. The 46 students in-
volved in the musical have been 
rehearsing tirelessly since early 
September. Sophomore Alma Kent 
expresses, “Even though it is tiring, 
it is energetic.” The rehearsals take 
place after school, usually three or 
four times a week. Even though it 
takes dedication and hard work, 
Kent is enjoying the whole experi-

ence and says it is “cool to see how 
much talent people you pass in the 
hallways have.” 

Considering the impact that 
Hurricane Maria recently had on 
Puerto Rico, the cast members of 
West Side Story have decided to use 
the show to raise money for Hurri-
cane Maria victims. The West Side 
Story drama company and CRLS 
Improv Club will collect funds at 
the show as well as online. Come 
November, members of the CRLS 
community will be able to enjoy a 
night full of excellent music and 
theater while also helping to sup-
port those in need. 

Tickets for the musical are for 
sale online at vpa.cpsd.us and at 
lunch as of October 26th. Since the 
shows have reserved seating for the 
first time this year, the VPA recom-
mends getting your tickets as soon 
as possible. 

The Anti-Love Song: A Review of Moses Sumney’s Aromanticism

By
Jaret Berman

Contributing Writer

The love song—from 
pieces by composers dedi-
cated to their beloveds, to 
jazz standards recontextu-
alized by musicians around 
the world, to whatever finds 
its way to the top of the 
charts next week—is one of 
music’s oldest conventions. 
It can be cheerful, depress-
ing, angry, or anything in 
between. Rarely, however, 
is the concept of a love song 
subverted with such grace 
and purpose as it is in Moses 
Sumney’s debut full-length 
album Aromanticism.

From the 
entirely a cap-
pella arrange-
ment of his 2013 
debut single, 
“Man on the 
Moon,” to the sparse-yet-
pointed instrumentation of 
“Doomed” and “Quarrel,” 
each and every second of 
Aromanticism is dripping 
with purpose. Sumney’s 

vocals are the most consis-
tent element between each 
song, his haunting croon 
reverberating in layers over 
heartfelt and emotional lyr-
ics. “If lovelessness is god-
lessness / Will you cast me 
to the wayside?” he sings 
in “Doomed,” the album’s 
lead single. “Well, I feel 
the peeling of half-painted 
ceilings / Reveal the cover-
ing of a blank sky.” While 
the lyrics on their own read 
like poetry, one minor fault 
of Sumney’s vocals is his 
constant usage of a falset-
to tone and high register. 
At times, this sounded too 
fluid and overly mellow. In 
rare cases,  lyrics of songs 
were obscured, particularly 
in “Quarrel” and “Plastic.” 
However, as I listened to the 

album more, this became 
less and less of an issue. 
In this respect, Aromanti-
cism grows on the viewer, 
as it does in many other re-
gards. Listeners looking for 

up-tempo music will find 
nothing of interest here. 
However, those searching 
for an album that reflects 
heartbreak and the struggles 
of loving someone in the 
present day will  discover 
an alternative view on love, 
heartbreak, and the baggage 
that comes with it, from one 
who proclaims his heart to 
be “idle.”

“Aromanticism is a 
concept album about love-
lessness as a sonic dream-
scape,” Moses Sumney 
writes on his Tumblr blog. 
“It seeks to interrogate the 
idea that romance is nor-
mative and necessary.” He 
goes on to explain that, to 
him, the concept represents 
his own admission that he 
desires affection but can-

not reciprocate 
it. Sumney pro-
fesses to be in-
spired by works 
such as Plato’s 
Symposium and 

other pieces of philosophi-
cal work on love and lov-
ing. Although Sumney is 
well-read, he doesn’t sing 
in overly complicated lan-
guage, while also managing 

to not dumb down his ide-
als. Some of his lyrics stick 
in the mind of the listener 
long after their respective 
songs have passed, demon-
strating an attention to de-
tail and songcraft that sells 
what could otherwise be 
considered an overly intel-
lectual or “deep” topic.

It may seem daunt-
ing to listen to an album 
that flies in the face of so 
many popular lyrical topics 
and conventions. However, 
once “Man on the Moon (re-
prise)” kicks off the album, 

It’s incredibly hard not to fall in love 
with Aromanticism.

Aromanticism was released on September 22nd.
Photo Courtesy of: Nina Corcoran 

you’ll be hooked from the 
first few seconds all the way 
to the album’s closer, “Self 
Help Tape.” Seamless song 
transitions and consistency 
of vision make it clear that 
Moses Sumney is already an 
expert at his craft, a vision-
ary who shows incredible 
skill, and, most importantly, 
promises that his future ef-
forts will be handled with 
as much care as this one. It 
may be somewhat sacrile-
gious to say, but it’s incred-
ibly hard not to fall in love 
with Aromanticism.

The cast of West Side Story has been rehearsing all fall for their November show.
Photo Credit: Marilyn Attles 
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Blade Runner 2049: A Sequel That Really Measures Up

By
Andrew Mello

Contributing Writer

It’s not often that a great mov-
ie has an even better sequel. Lord 
of the Rings did, as did The Dark 
Knight, and The Godfather. 

These sequels all had great 
starting points and they all built off 
of them with spectacular success. 
This kind of usurpation is rare, only 
happening maybe once in a decade. 
Blade Runner 2049 is one of those 
movies. 

In 1982, Ridley Scott directed 
one of the most influential science 
fiction films of the late 20th cen-
tury: Blade Runner, based off the 
novel Do Androids Dream of Elec-
tric Sheep? by Philip K. Dick. In 
the world of Blade Runner, there 
exist Replicants—synthetic humans 
designed for slave labor. The job of 
the film’s main character Deckard, 
is to hunt down rogue Replicants 
for the LAPD. Deckard is assigned 
to find a crew of Replicants, and 
along the way, the film explores 
what it means to be human when a 
robot may seem identical to a real 
person.

When it came out, Blade Run-
ner was an instant sci-fi staple. The 

set designs were some of the most 
creative to come out of the genre—
a 2019 Los Angeles filled with gi-
ant fire-spewing oil pipelines and 
markets of people speaking a hash 
of Japanese, Russian, and English 
(which gives insight into the events 
that preceded the events of the film).

Among all this rich world-
building, there are a lot of faults, 
small errors in what could be 
called “film syntax”: establishing 
shots that go for a second too long, 

lengthy scenes, and even a com-
plete lack of color. All of them hold 
back what could’ve been such a 
phenomenal story.

I rewatched Blade Runner re-
cently and couldn’t help but find 

myself slumped in my seat at times, 
wanting to skip whole chunks of the 
movie. Blade Runner 2049’s direc-
tor, Denis Villeneuve, has essen-
tially improved upon every aspect 
of the original film. 

Blade Runner 2049 is a con-
tinuation of the original, carrying 
the same themes and questions as 
its predecessor and retaining all the 
cinematic wonder and magic. The 
meticulously cluttered sets of the 
original have been one-upped. The 

crowded, claustrophobic city has 
been traded for one just as, if not 
more, packed than in the original. 
Though there is more in the world 
of Blade Runner 2049, everything 
has its own cinematic space. 

The problematic slow pace is 
given the boot, as you can tell from 
the very first set of establishing 
shots. Gone are the long, motion-
less shots inside LA; that kind of er-
ror has been replaced with dynamic, 
colorful views of the city. These 
small tweaks throughout the movie 
fix so many of the previous wrongs, 
causing the 163-minute Blade Run-
ner 2049 to feel more concise than 
the 117-minute original.

Blade Runner 2049 tells a 
story with the same major themes 
as the original, but in a much more 
interesting way. The story is impos-
sible to explain without ruining the 
viewing experience, so I’ll try to 
avoid anything vital.

Agent K (Ryan Gosling), is 
part of a new generation of Blade 
Runners. In the first scene, K at-
tempts to take in a rogue Replicant 
(Dave Bautista) when he stumbles 
upon a case leading to, as the rogue 
Replicant puts it, “a miracle.” On 
the hunt for this miracle, K un-
covers a lot about himself and the 
world he lives in as a whole. The 
mystery that unravels in this movie 
is one worth seeing for yourself. I 
urge you to go see this film while 
it’s still in cinemas.

Blade Runner 2049 has been 
the best movie I’ve seen this year, 
and I’m sure it will do the same for 
this generation as the original did in 
1982.

Pictured: The cast of Blade Runner 2049 at Comic Con.
Photo Courtesy of: Gage Skidmore

Gerald’s Game: The Perfect Horror 
Movie for Halloween Season

By
Aviv Yaacobi

Contributing Writer

Everyone is focus-
ing on IT, but there is one 
other horror movie that they 
should be watching. Ger-
ald’s Game is the newest 
Stephen King adaptation, 
released as a Netflix exclu-
sive. 

Gerald’s Game is di-
rected by Mike Flanagan 
and co-written by Flana-
gan and Jeff Howard. In the 
m o v i e , 
a couple 
goes out 
to the 
middle of 
nowhere 
to a cabin 
on a lake. 

Gerald, played by 
Bruce Greenwood, suffers 
a heart attack, leaving his 
wife, played by Carla Gugi-
no, to fend for herself while 
stuck where Gerald left her 

in the bedroom. The house’s 
door is open and there’s a 
hungry dog outside. Her 
inner demons are coming 
out—maybe the seemingly 
empty house isn’t so empty.

Because the film is 
shot mostly in one loca-
tion, the director had to get 
creative, and he definitely 
does. Since you don’t know 
if Jessie will make it, the 
movie feels tense. 

There is not a whole 
lot of music, but in the quiet 
you hear the chains of the 
handcuffs trapping Jessie 
being pulled as she tries to 
escape. This is just one way 
that the movie projects an 

uneasy feeling on the view-
er.

Even before the real 
drama starts, the film has 
an apprehensive feel, like 
something is just not right. 
You can see that the couple 

is unhappy in the beginning, 
and you feel like at any 
second something sinister 
might happen. 

Flashbacks are used to 
get the viewer inside Jes-
sie’s mind, which is also 
unnerving. Gore is used 
very well in the movie, es-
pecially close to the end. 

Be warned if you are 
squeamish, since it can get 
pretty sickening. And there 
are barely any jump scares, 
which makes the times 
jump scares are used even 
more startling. 

Carla Gugino is amaz-
ing in this movie. She has 
to sell the entire film, and 

she does 
so with 
f l y i n g 
c o l o r s . 
E v e r y 
time she 
s t r u g -

gles, you can’t help but feel 
sympathetic. There is no 
real moment when you want 
to yell at her like you might 
want to yell at the charac-
ters of other horror movies, 
since she tries everything 

that you might think of to 
escape.

The only bad part of 
the film is the end—it’s over 
so quickly. Something like 
that might work in a book, 
but not in a movie adapta-
tion.

I knew almost noth-
ing going into this movie, 

“Even before the real drama starts, the film has 
an apprehensive feel, like something is 

just not right.”

The movie Gerald’s Game is based on the book by Stephen King.
Photo Credit: Vera Targoff

and that only made me love 
it more, so I don’t want to 
go into too much depth and 
ruin it for you. 

If you’re up for the 
gore and looking for a scary 
movie this Halloween sea-
son, make sure you check 
out Gerald’s Game on Net-
flix. 
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Game Credit: Nusrat Lamisa 
Jahan

1. Orange

2. Pumpkin

3. Squash

4. Ghost

5. Halloween

6. Fall

7. Sweaterweather

8. Boo

9. Moon

10. Candy

11. Ahhh

12. Harvest

13. Spooky

GAMES & HUMORGAMES & HUMOR

WORDS

Cartoon Credit: Lara Garay

Sudoku Ken Ken

Key:



•	Burn	as	many	bridges	as	
you	want	this	year;	you	
can	still	be	friends	on	
Facebook.	

•	Challenge	yourselves	to	
eat	at	Angelo’s	every	day	
for	a	month.

•	Apply	to	at	least	35			
colleges	(obviously	all	
the	Ivies).	

•	Come	naked	to	school;	we	
don’t	have	a	dress	code!	

•	Show	up	to	every	sport-
ing	event	just	to	chant				
“SENIORS!”	

•	Post	“Send	Point”	at	
least	five	times	a	day	
on	your	Snapchat;	there	
won’t	be	any	“Points”	in	
college.

•	Plan	your	promposal	NOW	
(make	sure	not	to	make	it	
too	specific	because	your	
love	life	may	change).

•	Try	to	get	quoted	in	a	
Register	Forum	article	
before	graduation.

•	Start	training	for	the	
Spoon	Game	(steal	all	the	
spoons	from	the	cafete-
ria).
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Advice to the
 Class of 2018

By Sophie Harrington

Illustration Credit: Lara Garay

Is the Earth Actually Round?

In 1492, Christopher Columbus ran into 
North America while trying to sail across the 
Atlantic in search of India. Consequently, he 
allegedly discovered that the Earth was round. 
However, it is debated amongst scientists and 
historians whether Columbus actually discov-
ered that the world was round or if it was com-
mon knowledge at that point. Regardless, for the 
past 500 years, the popular opinion has been that 
the Earth is round.

Today, I humbly beg the simple question: 
Do we know if the Earth is really round?

To the best of my knowledge, the Earth 
could be any multitude of 
shapes—a sphere, a cube, a 
pyramid, or a disk. The fact 
is, I am simply too small to 
fathom the size or shape of 
the Earth. When I wake up 
in the morning and look out my window, I don’t 
see any curve. When I go to the beach and look 
out at the horizon, I still don’t see any curve—
the ocean just seems to go on forever. 

I have never sailed across the ocean and 
been able to see that the Earth is round. Further-
more, I have never been to outer space, so I can-
not say for sure that I know the Earth’s true shape. 
Now, I know other people have, but why should 
I trust them? I have never met anyone who has 

been to space, nor have I met anyone who has 
sailed across the Earth. Am I expected to take a 
leap of faith and believe things I have never seen 
or experienced? No! I will not be your sheep.

Now, I must admit, there is a significant 
amount of scientific evidence to prove that the 
Earth is round. For example, in a lunar eclipse, 
while the Earth is traveling in front of the moon, 
you can see the curve on the edge of its shadow. 
Also, because of the laws of gravity, if the Earth 
were flat, it would fold over itself and collapse. 
Additionally, because mass attracts mass and 
gravity acts on matter equally, the possibility of 
the Earth being a cube is eliminated. 

However, I do not really know that gravity 
acts on matter equally. To my own knowledge, 
yes, I am being pulled down to the Earth. But 

how do I really know that 
I am being pulled down 
towards the center of the 
Earth? 

Because of that, I am 
able to say that there is a 

slight chance the Earth is flat.
As I close off, I have to say that the shape of 

the Earth is most likely round. I have seen photos 
of a round Earth from space. I have never seen 
a photo of a flat Earth. Regardless, based on my 
own intuition and my own senses, there is rea-
sonable doubt that the Earth is round. For that 
reason, I conclude that there simply isn’t enough 
information for me personally to believe that the 
Earth is round.

Editorial Note: Content on this page includes works of satire.

The Earth could be any 
mulitude of shapes. 

Photo Credit: Register Forum

Photo Credit: Marilyn Attles

Photo Credit: Pascal Beckert-McGirr

By 
Peter Fulweiler

Contributing Writer
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leap of faith and believe things I have never seen 
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Now, I must admit, there is a significant 
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of a round Earth from space. I have never seen 
a photo of a flat Earth. Regardless, based on my 
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sonable doubt that the Earth is round. For that 
reason, I conclude that there simply isn’t enough 
information for me personally to believe that the 
Earth is round.

Editorial Note: Content on this page includes works of satire.
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By 
Peter Fulweiler

Contributing Writer
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HOMECOMING 2017

President Trump vs. the NFL
By 

Cyrus Singh
Contributing Writer 

“I refuse to show pride in a 
flag or country that 

oppresses black people.”

Pictured: An illustration of Colin Kaepernick’s statement about kneeling.
Illustration Credit:  Megan Kelliher

SPORTSSPORTS

President Donald Trump add-
ed more fuel to the fire with his 
comments on athletes not standing 
up for the national anthem. As a re-
sult, on Sunday, September 24th, a 
day controlled by football all across 
America, NFL players throughout 
the league took action by either tak-
ing a knee or otherwise not partici-
pating during the national anthem. 

During a press conference 
in Huntsville, Alabama, President 
Trump stated, “Wouldn’t you love 
to see one of these NFL owners, 
when somebody disrespects our 
flag, to say, get 
that son-of-a-
[expletive] off 
the field right 
now, out. He’s 
fired.” These 
were his re-
marks on what should have hap-
pened to NFL players that took a 
knee during the national anthem. 

Corey Burgman, a senior at 
CRLS and a football fan respond-
ed to Trump’s comments, saying, 
“He’s a [expletive] idiot because 
Americans should be able to pro-
test, it’s their right. Also, the lan-

guage he used as the president was 
inappropriate.”

Due to Trump’s comments 
in Alabama on a Friday, the fol-
lowing Sunday many players and 
teams decided not to back down. 
Members of the Washington Red-
skins knelt and held hands during 
the national anthem before playing 
the Oakland Raiders. Earlier in the 
day, the Seattle Seahawks and Ten-
nessee Titans played each other in 
Nashville, and both teams ended 
up staying in the locker room while 
the national anthem was sung. The 
Seahawks made a statement on why 
they chose to not come out, citing 
“the injustice in the country that has 
plagued the people of color.” 

Senior CRLS student Tyler 
Martinez, a sports 
fan, had this to 
say about protest 
by players in the 
NFL: “They’re 
standing up for 
what they believe 

in, with all the oppression going 
on in this country. It doesn’t bother 
me.”

Around nine hours into the 
games that Sunday, Trump used 
Twitter once again to voice his 
thoughts on players not standing for 
the anthem. At 6:25 PM he tweeted, 
“Sports fans should never condone 

players that do not stand proud 
for their National Anthem or their 
Country. NFL should change pol-
icy!” That was his twelfth sports-
related tweet in a 36-hour period.

Former NFL quarterback Co-
lin Kaepernick, who first took a 
knee during the national anthem 
last year, made this statement to the 
NFL media in August 2016: “I am 
not going to stand up to show pride 
in a flag for a country that oppresses 
black people and people of color.” 

Senior and starting cornerback 
for the CRLS football team, Shaun-
dell Fields, took a knee with a cou-
ple of his teammates at their week 
four game against Waltham on 

September 28th. Fields explained 
his reason behind kneeling, saying, 
“I refuse to show pride in a flag or 
country that oppresses black people 
or people of color.” 

Fields went on to refute the is-
sue that many Americans take with 
kneeling for the anthem, explain-
ing, “This has nothing to do with 
taking away respect for people in 
the military or who have served in 
it. I have much respect and grati-
tude for them.”

With months left in the NFL 
season this year, only time will tell 
how the president and players in the 
NFL continue to react to this ongo-
ing national controversy.

The Falcons lost to Acton-Boxbourough 47-35 at homecoming on October 6th. Nick Reed and Mahkeida Elise were crowned homecoming king 
and queen; Simon Simpson and Destiny Pina were crowned prince and princess.
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On Saturday, October 21st 
and Sunday, October 22nd, rowers 
came to Cambridge from all over 
the world to race in the 53rd annual 
Head of the Charles Regatta. The 
race, considered one of the most 
prestigious in the country, attracts 
professionals and amateurs alike, 
as well as high school and college 
teams. 

The Head of the Charles is 
along a three mile course known 
for its sharp turns and many bridg-
es, making it difficult to navigate 
through. There were 56 events in 
total this year in which rowers of 
all ages competed. The weather was 
beautiful, resulting in massive turn-
outs to watch the race on both days. 

Many clubs at CRLS used the 
event as an opportunity to fundraise. 
For example, the CRLS UNICEF 
Club raised over $700, according to 
UNICEF Secretary Deirdre Keane.

CRLS had three boats total 
in the men’s and women’s “Youth 
Four” events of the race on Sunday. 
Senior Emma Andrew, who rowed 
in the girls boat, commented, “The 
conditions were perfect today!” The 
girls boat came in 33rd place out of 
84 boats, qualifying them for next 
year’s regatta. “We felt strong and 
we could hear the crowd cheering 
for us,” Andrew concluded. 

Junior Sara Jackson-MacMa-
nus was in the same boat and added, 
“There was no wind. It was the fast-
est time we’ve rowed the course.”

The first boys boat came in 
38th place out of the 86 boats, qual-

ifying them for next year, which ju-
nior Harry MacArthur considers a 
success. “The boat felt pretty good, 
and we passed some other boats,” 
he commented. 

MacArthur also recognized the 
significance of the event and added, 
“It’s a huge race that happens basi-
cally in our backyard. … It’s defi-
nitely a great experience to be able 
to race in this event.” 

Senior Caleb Mitchell was in 
the second boys boat and reflected 
on the race, saying, “[It was] quite 
exhilarating and long. Rowing with 
so many boats in close proximity 
is always a bit exciting ... I feel as 
[though] I did the best I could and 
pulled my hardest. … It felt as if we 
connected and pulled together as a 
boat in a way we have not always 
previously.” The second boys boat 
came in 52nd place out of 86.

Junior Willem Parman also 
commented on what it is like to 
row in such an important race. “The 
Head [of the Charles] is the biggest 
race in the fall, so it’s exhilarating. 
Before the race it was terrifying, but 
during [the race], it is a battle and 
you try to win.”

Parman concluded, “After it’s 
all done, I think most people would 
say they were proud just to be in it.” 

Annual Regatta Brings Competition to the Charles
By 

Rory Millar
Contributing Writer

Jonah Tauber
Contributing Writer

CRLS Crew participated at the HOCR; the Unicef Club fundraised at the event. 
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Girls Volleyball Sets Sights on States

“The volleyball team is really good this year; we have a chance 
to make a name for ourselves in States. As long as we remain 
hungry and play every game like it’s our last, we will go far.” 

–Co-Captain Katie Melendez ‘18


